
 

MACNEILL BAPTIST CHURCH  

 

1145 King Street West, Hamilton  ON L8S 1L9  www.macneillbaptist.ca  Ph: 905-528-2861 

email: macneillbaptistchurch@cogeco.net 

 

 
 

February 21, 2021  
 

 

Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service recorded for Sunday February 21st, the first 
Sunday of Lent.   

This week we have Bob and Lynn Bond, Garth Greaves, Bev Leslie, Brian Power, Leanne Tees, 
Brian Anderson, and myself (Jennifer Nettleton) participating in the service recording.   

- Next week we will celebrate St. David’s Day, a tradition here at MacNeill. There will 
be daffodils, Welsh hymns, and Welsh cakes.   

- Yes, Welsh Cakes!!  Details are in the News and Notes!  

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

And now, as we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may 
also want to light a candle where you are.   As we light this candle, we remember that 

In the wilderness, the presence of God was with the people of Israel 
as they followed a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

God said, “I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between me and the 

earth.”   Genesis 9: 13 
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As we make our Lenten journey in 2021 
to Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond….   
We follow the light of Christ. 
May this LIGHT glow in our hearts, homes and wherever we are. 

♫  Prelude   Adagio  from Handel’s Violin Sonata in A major  op. 1 no. 14 HWV 372 
 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship   

Come in from the busy, noisy world  
Let us join together in this sacred space. 
Come into the peace within God’s ark. 
See God’s promise etched above us in the sky: 
A rainbow offering fresh beginnings 
Like the green shoots of renewed life, stirring beneath the soil, getting ready for spring. 
We come today to be reminded of God's love and care for us,  
We come to worship God. 
 

Prayer of Approach 

God, you are our refuge and help. 
You are ever present with us, even in the midst of our pandemic wilderness. 
Show us your ways. Lead and guide us in your truth this Lenten season. 
God of the rainbow, we rely on your promises and place our trust in you. 
Grant us strength and hope to re-align and re-energize us and your Church, that we may be Light 
for others, showing the way forward.  
Clear away the clutter that distracts us from the simple truth of Your love for us. 
We remember your covenant of promise, visible in the colorful rainbow and we hear you declare 
us all “beloved”. 
Amen. 
 

♫  Opening Hymn # 390  Spirit Divine, attend our prayers  Tune: RICHMOND 
 
1. Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 
and make this house your home; 
descend with all your gracious powers; 
oh come, great Spirit, come. 
 
2. Come as the light, reveal our need, 
our hidden weakness show, 
and lead us in those paths of life 
where all the righteous go. 
 
3. Come as the fire and purge each heart 
like sacrificial flame; 
our soul a holy offering be 
to our Redeemer's name. 

 
4. Come as the dew and sweetly bless 
this consecrated hour; 
may barren souls rejoice to know 
your life creating power. 
 
5. Come as the dove and spread your wings, 
the wings of peaceful love, 
and let your church on earth become 
one with the church above. 
  
6. Spirit divine, attend out prayers 
Make our lost world your home: 
Descend with all your gracious powers 
Oh come, great Spirit, come



 

 

God Speaks to Us 

Children’s Time The story of Noah, the Ark, and God’s Covenant Promise 
 
Scripture Readings  Genesis 9:8-17 
 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." God said, "This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth." God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that 
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth."  
 
Psalm 25: 1, 4-5, 9-10 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day 
long. God leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble God’s way. All the paths of 
the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep God’s covenant and his 
decrees.  AMEN 
 

♫  Musical Reflection   This still room    Whittier/Adams 

Epistle Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22  

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 
Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good 
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.  

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you--not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. AMEN. 



 

*Gospel Reading   Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased." And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He 
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news." 

Sermon “As in the Days of Noah”    (Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

We Respond to God 

♫  Music for Meditation  Largo   Violin Sonata in A major  op. 1 no. 14 HWV 372 

Pastoral Prayer   

Creator, Provider, Saviour God, Ground of our being, what glory is to You for the generative and 
regenerative power of the universe You have made!  Particularly we marvel 

• at this blue orb, the Earth, our home;  

• at the Sun which bathes us with energy;  

• at the moon which lightens the night sky and regulates the tides;  

• at all the planets, the stars – the cosmos! – held in the palm of your hand; and 

• at the grand diversity and interconnected complexity of all living things, in which 
evolutionary web we are embedded. 

At the same time, God, when we look out upon our human story (past and current) it is not hard 
to imagine that opening of the Noah story where You were about to erase / undo the earth, 
humanity having made such a mess.  The harms we humans perpetrate against each other; 
against other living things; against the air, water, soil and buried resources, … [the harms] get 
only bigger and bigger.  And there is nothing new in what drives humanity’s perversion of your 
design, O God: history is but an ongoing demonstration of the truth that we can worship either 
You or mammon, but not both.  We cannot imagine how hard it must be for You to look at the 
rainbow, O God, and then look, weeping, at the ongoing hurt You never, ever wanted to see. 

Help us, as Lenten journey-ers, to see afresh and aright our place in it all.   

Help us, first, to contend with what’s inside us as individuals, for Saint Paul had it right when he 
pointed out we are in process of being saved but not complete until the second coming.  So may 
the Holy Spirit lead us (drive us!) into needful sojourns-in-wilderness, such that more and more 
the inner Shadow gets brought to Light, and our individual stewardship pathways (our “callings”) 
become clear, and then made real. 

Help us, next, as a community (a Church – an Ark!) to seek and find our full functioning.  Give us 
the mind of Christ, which (as St. Paul wrote) was self-emptying and other-serving – it was 
sacrificial – for the redemption of humanity.  God, may Lent be clarifying for MacNeill Baptist not 
only by way of soul-searching but also through visions seen and dreams dreamt.  We can get 
stuck when looking upon our aging demographic.  Help us attend so closely to Jesus, indeed so 
immediately to be his body in this time-and-place, as not ever to be banging on the kingdom’s 



 

door claiming from the outside to belong because we missed Christ’s crossing of a next 
threshold to begin with!  Keep us from resting on hard-won right beliefs when  

• it is loving actions that Jesus’ hands and feet would offer,  

• it is gracious loving space to hold broken stories that his ears would offer,  

• it is a privilege-leveling / privilege-sharing ‘re do’ that his mouth would declare and make 
present to the world. 

God, in our prayer to ‘be an Ark’ (or – switching metaphors – to be the body of Christ) and to do 
so with integrity, we hold up before you people we know who are troubled, seeking to be part of 
the answer of our prayers for them.  Let us be listeners, and comforters, and healers, and 
resource-ers, and advocates … altogether ‘lovers’ in Jesus’ name and for his sake.  Each of us has 
names for whose situations we seek healing (a ‘making whole’).  Together we would pray for 
Rory and his parents Michael and Pauline; for Rosemarie and her daughters, one of them Anne; 
for Bev, Bruce and Nancy.  Oh God, help them all discover the many ways you are with them, 
and for them.  We pray this in Jesus’ name, summing up our prayers with the words he taught us 
to pray together, saying -- 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

♫ Closing Hymn # 647 Lead us, heavenly father lead us    Tune: REGENT SQUARE   

1. Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, for we have no help but thee, 
yet possessing every blessing if our God our guide shall be. 

2. Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us, all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
lone and dreary, faint and weary through the desert thou didst go. 

3. Spirit of our God descending, fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, pleasure that can never cloy; 
thus provided, pardoned, guided nothing can our peace destroy. 
 
Benediction  

As the Savior taught…  
Go now and Overcome.  
Overcome racial hatred with love and understanding.  
Overcome sexism with mutual honor and respect.  
Overcome social inequities with fair and equal educational and employment opportunities.  
Overcome mean-heartedness with kind words and good-and-gracious deeds.  
Overcome war, poverty, hunger, and suffering throughout our urban streets and across the land, 
around the globe, by sharing the love of Christ Jesus with your neighbour.  
Go and take peace…take peace to the elderly, the imprisoned, the parentless, and the homeless.  
Remember all those whom society tends to forget.  
Let your light shine wherever darkness looms so that all God’s children may be free at last.  
God grant us strength to overcome and love that makes all things whole.   Amen. 



 

 ♫ Postlude    Allegro  Violin Sonata in A major  op. 1 no. 14 HWV 372 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Sermon:                “As in the days of Noah”                             

The story of Noah is given its context by just three verses in Genesis, chapter 6: 

Verse 5:  The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually.  

Then verses 11 & 12: … [The] earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the 
earth. 

We are not given details, but no adult human being has much problem imagining the sorts of 
scenes involved.   

People!, we are only 6 chapters into the Bible; oh, how quickly humanity has turned not just 
‘bad’ but ‘very bad’!  This is not how God created things to be; it is not what God meant 
humanity to do.   

God reacts: 

Verses 6 & 7:  And the Lord was sorry that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved 
him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot out from the earth the human beings I have 
created—people together with animals and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.” 

“Plan A” is to completely un-do creation.   

There is in God’s awareness, however, an exception to the rest of what is going on. 

Verses 8 & 9:  Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord. … Noah was a righteous man, blameless 
in his generation; Noah walked with God. 

So God changes God’s mind.  “Plan B” shifts things from an “un-do” to a “re-do”, and the 
scheme for the Ark is hatched, with Noah as project engineer. 

A momentary pause, here, to deal with historicity. “Did ‘the Flood’ really happen, and an Ark 
save human and animal life in this way?”  It is of note that a story of devastating flood is told in 
the the pre-histories of various peoples in the Near East and Middle East … a watery disaster left 
its mark on many populations.  But the Genesis story tells of water rising to fifteen cubits 
(almost 7 meters) above earth’s highest mountains.  We know there is not enough H2O in, on 
and around the earth for such a thing to happen.  True to maturity-in-faith, people, let us not go 
down any ‘literal truth of the Bible’ rabbit hole here; let us instead hear the original tellers as 
they ‘have their say’ about all the life that was lost in a great flood, about the wonder that life 
went on at all, and about the life-changing meanings, wisdom and promises involved in (built 
upon) this religious experience. 

It is a ‘grab your attention’ story to begin Lent (as it does every Year B of the three-year cycling 
Lectionary).  It is particularly fitting in the midst of COVID-19 which likewise floods and threatens 
the human population of the earth. 

Lent – the forty days (excluding Sundays) before Easter – [Lent] is intended for soul-searching, 
awakening, honest appraisal, turning from wrong paths and onto right ones, both as individuals 
and as collectives. Wilderness stories are particularly apt in this season:  both  



 

1) the First Testament sagas of God’s people who find themselves unsuspectingly (and 
repeatedly) placed out in it, and pretty-much-overwhelmingly threatened by it, even as 
the experience re-shapes them (basically strips them down and then builds them up 
anew) as God’s people, and  

2) the New Testament story (today’s Gospel story) of Jesus “driven out” there “by the [Holy] 
Spirit” right after his baptism, set on a quest to establish his identity and integrity. 

As I suggested back on the second Sunday of Advent, I’ll again observe that the whole world 
finds itself in a metaphorical wilderness as we journey through COVID-19.  It is uncharted 
territory for all of us.  It is grievous for many, impoverishing for many, alienating for most, 
threatening for all.  Anyone who thought themselves high and mighty is brought to see human 
vulnerability and ultimate dependence … and this in the face of something merely microscopic (a 
coronavirus). 

Today’s First Testament story, in its beginnings, finds Noah who – when he looks around – sees 
what God sees:  a terrible and critical mess, the whole of it man-made.  Those who took part in 
Wednesday-past’s “Bread for the Body, Food for the Soul” session on COVID-19, and anyone 
who took part in previous such sessions on Climate Change, or indeed anyone who reads, listens 
to or watches the News and reflects upon it, knows the critical mess humanity finds ourselves in, 
a mess of our own making.  Is there anyone listening who has not had the thought, maybe just 
fleetingly, that there is a ‘judgment day’ aspect to COVID-19?, or to climate warming’s increased 
hurricane strength, raging forest fires, rising oceans, inland flooding, and climate extremes?  
When hearing of all the violence rooted in nationalism, classism (which is to say the growing gulf 
between poor and super-rich), in racism, sexism, gender and orientation prejudice, have you 
(even fleetingly?) recognized a “warring and rumour of warring” that is apocalyptic in its 
proportions? 

So God put it in Noah’s mind to build an ark.  It is the prototype, and possibly most shocking of 
any biblical example, of “saving a remnant” … so, yes, there are those few who make it through, 
intended to build a better ‘next chapter’.  Noah’s Ark story is a profoundly instructive and 
demanding remnant story, by the way, in that it also makes clear God’s intentions when God 
gave humanity dominion over all creation: as the stewards, it is all the animals, all life, that the 
human actors are painstakingly to preserve and ensure moving forward (… an aspect of the 
Noah story too easily ignored.) 

Now, in the midst of global pandemic, global warming, global disparities, and global violence 
against the marginalized, what idea might God plant in our collective head, heart and soul to do? 

Elon Musk leads a financial elite who are focused on an ark … their version landing on Mars 
instead of Mount Ararat.  These ‘rich ones’ decide the Earth is doomed and invest in themselves 
as humanity’s remnant.  What I’d observe regarding their activity is the sin of unfettered 
privilege:  siphoning off outrageous quantities of resource, generating murderous carbon 
footprint as the enterprise goes its way, ignoring while systematically using-and-abusing the rest 
of humanity and totally forgetting all the rest of the animals two-by-two, thereby arguably 
perpetrating (in philosophical if not obvious physical terms) the worst of all the current violence. 

There is an essential historical recollection to be made at this juncture concerning “arks”.  It is 
rooted in the very Epistle reading we shared this morning, though it gets upheld and moved 
forward-and-across Church history most memorably by visual artists:  The Church of Jesus Christ 
herself is to the New Testament what the Ark was to the Old.  All the many great paintings of the 
Church as a boat rest upon this parallel.  Therein, you see, the Church “holds safe in rising waters 



 

and storms”; the Church “preserves and provides until arrival in the kingdom of God”.  As Noah 
and his family were “saved through water”, preaches Peter and heard by us earlier today, so all 
of us are saved through the water of baptism which brings us into the Church, our Ark. 

I state this not as a tangent but as a doorway into this morning’s main realization.  God has 
“planted in our head, heart and soul” what we are to do in the midst of global pandemic, global 
warming, global disparity, and global violence against the marginalized.  The reason for “not 
hearing new directive” is that the directive has not changed.  We are to be the Church, the Ark.  
Undoubtedly more fulsome-ly so than ever before imagined by us.  The Church, you see, has a 
wisdom, an economy, a politic that can save the world, because the Church (when ‘on track’) 
points to One who is “the way, the truth, the life”.  The Church (when ‘on track’) believes in, 
follows and lives that Way, that Truth, that Life.  As Terry so beautifully preached last week, the 
Church (when ‘on track’) loves unconditionally all that God has made, serves sacrificially so as to 
bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, freedom to 
the oppressed.  The Church (when ‘on track’) fully lives out God’s vision of Jubilee, wherein all 
people are resourced, and safe, and free! 

That this possibility is no cake walk is abundantly clear.  Return to today’s 1st Peter reading to 
see that we (in Christ) are promised intimidation, harm and suffering, in response to which we 
are to “make [our] defense to anyone who demands from [us] an accounting for the hope that is 
in [us].”  What else could, and should, be expected for people following one who was crucified? 
… crucified for loving and living with an unyielding holy integrity. 

Integrity is the critical thing if the Church is to hit its target as the world’s Ark.  Do you recall the 
teaching of Jesus wherein he describes (by way of parable) people banging on the kingdom’s 
door, truthfully stating how they ate and drank with Jesus and listened to his teaching (in our 
time these are church-going communion-taking Christians), upon whom Jesus slams the door 
stating, “I do not know where you come from; go away from me, all you evildoers”?  (Luke 
13:22-30) Carefully note here that the issue is not belief, it is action:  these are “evil doers” all-
the-while self-professed followers of Jesus.  They rank ‘zero’ on an integrity scale!  Again, do you 
recall the New Testament’s characterization of an Anti-Christ?:  It is a person who believes they 
are doing what is right-and-good indeed godly-and-necessary; a person with a convinced and 
devoted following; only who – in fact – is in direct opposition to the Christ of God.  Negative 
100% on the integrity scale.  The Church in every age bears all the complexity of humanity’s 
shadow-side, so much so that the Church in every situation is prone to evil as well as good.  
Discernment, and confrontation (just as doggedly as Jesus confronted the wrong-minded 
salvation-blunting authorities of his place and time!) are needed within the Church as well as in 
the broader world.  This too is what God plants in our collective head, heart and soul to do. 

Here, on the first Sunday of Lent, 2021, let us commit to the soul-searching, discerning, 
awakening, turning from wrong paths and onto right ones that our situation (globally and locally) 
calls us to do, both as individuals and as a collective.  Let us commit MacNeill Baptist Church to 
be – as intended by design – an Ark navigating the sea of global pandemic, global warming, 
global disparities and global violence against the marginalized.  Let us look not for gains so much 
as faithfulness, indeed let us simply agree to keep our eyes on Christ and our hearts in God’s 
covenanted love for God’s creation.  God, let it be so! 

 

 


