
MACNEILL BAPTIST CHURCH  

 

1145 King Street West, Hamilton  ON L8S 1L9  www.macneillbaptist.ca  Ph: 905-528-2861 

email: macneillbaptistchurch@cogeco.net 

 

 
 

January 24, 2021  
 

 

Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service recorded for Sunday January 24th. We are glad 
you are with us today.   

A number of people have been involved in preparing worship this week:  Garry Blinch, Mary 
Fleming, Leanne Tees, Brian Power, Heather Briskin, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Brian Anderson 
and myself. 

Some highlights from the News and Notes for this week:  

- A reminder that annual reports are due today.   

- Our annual Church meeting will take place on Wednesday February 10th at 7:30 by 
zoom.   

- Christian Education is looking for ways to encourage our younger members, and are 
organizing a pen-pal opportunity.  See the news & notes for more information on 
how you can be involved.  

And now, as we light the Christ candle, you may also want to light a candle for worship.  
Together, may we “see the light and be the light.”  



Lighting of the Christ Candle  

♫  Prelude  For as a loving father        from Cantata no.17     J.S. Bach 
 

Together, We Come to God 
 

Call to Worship  

Jesus called the fishermen 
And Jesus calls us: 
Follow me.  
Simple words.  
Invitation. 
Calling us into the uncharted waters of faith. 
Follow me,  
The Holy One calls. 
For this hour, 
Follow me. 
Come, let us worship God! 
 
Prayer of Approach 

You call us, O Lord, to follow. 
You call us into your ways of love, justice and righteousness. 
And in the silent places of our souls we turn to you God, for you are faithful in all Your words, 
and gracious in all Your deeds.   
As we follow your call,  
Make hope our new anchor  
Peace the rock of our shoreline,  
And grace the sanctuary as we follow you. 
Amen 

 

♫  Opening Hymn # 672  Jesus call us o’er the tumult 
 

1. Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild restless sea; 
day by day his voice still calls us saying, 'Christian, follow me.' 

2. As of old Saint Andrew heard it by the Galilean lake, 
turned from home and work and kindred, leaving all for Jesus' sake. 

3. Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, saying, 'Christian, love me more.' 

4. In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 
Jesus calls, in cares and pleasures, 'Christian, love me more than these.' 
 
5. Jesus calls us: by your mercies, Saviour, may we hear your call, 
give our hearts in glad obedience, serve and love you best of all. 

 



God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, "Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' 
walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they 
did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  
 

Psalm 145: 10-19   

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your faithful shall bless you. They shall 
speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power, to make known to all people your 
mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. The LORD is faithful in all his 
words, and gracious in all his deeds. The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who 
are bowed down. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You 
open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. The LORD is just in all his ways, and 
kind in all his doings. The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. The 
LORD fulfills the desire of all who fear him, hears their cry, and saves them. 
 

♫  Musical Reflection   Then shall the righteous shine forth           F. Mendelssohn 
 
Epistle Reading Philippians 2: 1-8 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross.  
 
Children’s Time The Two Brothers (Full story can be found at the end of the bulletin)  
  
*Gospel Reading   Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news." As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea--for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people." And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him.  



Sermon The Call  (Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

We Respond to God 

♫  Music for Meditation Consolation   op. 30 no. 3     F. Mendelssohn 
 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Holy one, so unchanging, we worship you with heart, mind, soul and strength. You are our 
Rock; we cling to you in an uncertain world.  

When our world is buffeted by so many challenges, and now more so with COVID, You alone 
are health, life and solid ground.  

You are unchanging but we NEED to change, to repent, to go in a different direction. Open our 
eyes to see the systems that oppress and to see our complicity when we say and do nothing to 
challenge them.  

Righteous God, empower those who labor to relieve the oppressed, and cry out against 
injustice, and stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the disenfranchised.  

You are the God who calls people like us, 
and a long list of witnesses before us, 
who trusted the indwelling Christ enough to keep the call. 

We pray for all who consider themselves inadequate, and so dismiss or avoid the call of Jesus to 
them. Give them a new vision, a vision in which you are their strength. We pray for those who, 
in answering your call, must leave the known for the unknown, security for insecurity, the 
comfortable for the uncertain. Grant them courage and steadfast faith. 

We pray for our work here at MacNeill, grateful for the lives touched and helped. Continue to 
bless the Al-Atmeh family, the newest member and each one. Bless Ibrahim with guidance and 
courage as he settles more and more in this, his new country.  

We pray for Rosemarie Fortune, Anne Blinch’s mother, in long term care and showing more 
signs of decline. Open ways that Anne and her sister may connect with their mother in these 
days, and be with Rosemarie in this time of failing abilities.  

Comfort and restore front-line workers as they work at the outer limits of their strength. Grant 
them special grace, and guide our governments and decision-makers in this time of 
overwhelming demands on resources, especially human resources.  

Use us in these days of great challenge and show Yourself in Your love, compassion and healing. 
Through Christ we pray, Amen.  
 

♫ Closing Hymn # 634     Will you come and follow me 

1. Will You Come And Follow Me If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Go Where You Don’t Know And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Let My Love Be Shown, Will You Let My Name Be Known, 
Will You Let My Life Be Grown In You And You In Me? 

2. Will You Leave Yourself Behind If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Care For Cruel And Kind And Never Be The Same? 



Will You Risk The Hostile Stare Should Your Life Attract Or Scare? 
Will You Let Me Answer Prayer In You And You In Me? 

3. Will You Let The Blinded See If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Set The Prisoners Free And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Kiss The Leper Clean, And Do Such As This Unseen, 
And Admit To What I Mean In You And You In Me? 

4. Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Quell The Fear Inside And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found To Reshape The World Around, 
Through My Sight And Touch And Sound In You And You In Me? 

5. Lord, Your Summons Echoes True When You But Call My Name. 
Let Me Turn And Follow You And Never Be The Same. 
In Your Company I’ll Go Where Your Love And Footsteps Show. 
Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow In You And You In Me. 

 
Benediction  

May you have energy, courage, and freedom 
to respond to the call in all the demands of each day. 
May you know God's boundless love to you and through you; 
May you know the blessedness of knowing God's Spirit of yeildedness in your life.  
 

 ♫ Postlude   All people sing thy praises   from Cantata no. 28   J.S. Bach 

 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Children’s Story - The two brothers 

Once upon a time, two brothers who lived on adjoining farms fell into conflict. It was the first 

serious rift in 40 years of farming side by side, sharing machinery, and trading labour and goods 

as needed without a hitch. Then the long collaboration fell apart. It began with a small 

misunderstanding and it grew into a major difference, and finally it exploded into an exchange 

of bitter words followed by weeks of silence. 

One morning there was a knock on the older brother's door. He opened it to find a man with a 

carpenter's toolbox. "I'm looking for a few days work," he said. "Perhaps you would have a few 

small jobs here and there. Could I help you?" "Yes," said the older brother. "I do have a job for 

you. Look across the creek at that farm. That's my neighboor. In fact, it's my younger brother. 

Last week there was a meadow between us and he took his bulldozer to the river levee and 

now there is a creek between us. Well, he may have done this to spite me, but I'll go him one 

better. See that pile of lumber curing by the barn? I want you to build me a fence - an 8-foot 

fence - so I won't need to see his place anymore. Cool him down anyhow." 

The carpenter said, "I think I understand the situation. Show me the nails and the post hole 

digger and I'll be able to do a job that pleases you." The older brother had to go to town for 

supplies, so he helped the carpenter get the materials ready and then he was off for the day. 



The carpenter worked hard all that day measuring, sawing, and nailing. About sunset when the 

older brother returned, the carpenter had just finished his job. His eyes opened wide and his 

jaw dropped. There was no fence there at all. It was a bridge - a bridge stretching from one side 

of the creek to the other! A fine piece of work - handrails and all - and the neighbour, his 

younger brother, was coming across, his hand outstretched. "You are quite a fellow to build this 

bridge after all I've said and done." The two brothers stood at each end of the bridge, and then 

they met in the middle, taking each other's hand. 

They turned to see the carpenter hoist his toolbox on his shoulder. "No, wait! Stay a few days. 

I've a lot of other projects for you," said the older brother. "I'd love to stay on," the carpenter 

said, " but I have many more bridges to build." 

Everyday we have the choice of building fences or bridges. One leads to isolation and mistrust, 

and the other to openness and friendship.  

 

Sermon:   The Call 

We saw in our passage today that Jesus began proclaiming the good news of God, that the 
Kingdom was near, after John was arrested. The one preparing the way was now gone, so it was 
time to take center stage in the unfolding drama of God’s plan to change the world.  

If we read Mark’s gospel without a timeline or a harmony of the gospels, we get the impression 
that Jesus was barely known and he steps forward to ask perfect strangers to follow him- and 
they do, without question, as if a magic spell has been cast over them!  

It suited Mark’s purpose to leave out many events in Jesus’ life as he wrote his brief gospel and 
focused on the Passion and the events surrounding Jesus' death.  We don’t learn from Mark 
that Peter, Andrew, James and John had an established relationship with Jesus before they left 
their nets and followed him. We learn that from the gospel of John. We read in John 1:35-42: 
 

“The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and 
saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. One of the two who heard 
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”. 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 
translated Peter).” 

They had begun to spend time with Jesus in their off-work hours. When we read on in John’s 
gospel, we learn that- before the call recorded in Mark- these four saw him turn the water in to 
wine at the wedding in Cana; they saw him cleanse the temple, driving the money-changers and 
sellers out with a whip; they may have seen other miracles Jesus did when in Jerusalem at the 
Passover feast; and they saw him talk to the Samaritan woman at the well, her response and 
the response of the whole village as a result of the woman’s words.  

Then, when John is imprisoned, Jesus appears and calls these four to be with him full-time; to 
be fishers of people.  



Now, fishing for us conjures up anything from a lazy afternoon by a lake or stream, fishing pole 
in hand, to massive trawlers hauling in vast catches in nets. And it is easy to make modern 
analogies- use the right bait, go where the fish are, learn to be very patient- and apply this to 
the idea of “catching” people for God; “hooking” them with some well-chosen words of 
scripture.  

Fishing for Peter, Andrew, James and John was quite a different matter: it was their livelihood. 
Not a secondary pursuit, or a way to wile away a Saturday afternoon. It was long, hard, 
exhausting and often dangerous work. The return for a day’s work was always uncertain; nets 
could be full one day and empty the next. It was dirty, smelly work. And no one ever got rich 
catching, cleaning and selling fish. They were one of the trades that had no status; nobody was 
nostalgic about the life they lived. 

Knowing their reality gives us a better sense of what Jesus meant by the phrase, “fishers of 
people”.  

It was a call to a livelihood, not a part-time pursuit. A change from their relationship in those 
early days when they first met Jesus. It would be long, hard, exhausting work. In Mark 6 the 
disciples had come back after being sent out by Jesus to preach the good news. Jesus said, 
“’Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and 
going, and they had no leisure even to eat.” Well, the crowds follow them and the deserted 
place is no longer deserted, and Jesus has compassion and spends the day teaching the crowds. 
At the end of the day the disciples wanted to send the crowds away. But Jesus said, “You give 
them something to eat”. And what followed was the feeding of the 5,000. Long day, exhausting 
work.  

It was dangerous work. Jesus teaching put him afoul of the authorities, leading to persecution 
and ultimately death.  

As fishermen they were handling fish all the time. A common paradigm, both then and now, is 
that if you are called, you step away from the world, get specialized training and return to 
preach, teach and lead as an expert. But this call was to get up close and personal with people- 
all people, regardless of race, creed, color, gender, ethnicity or lifestyle. Book learning was not 
part of the education; the education was “watch me and do like I do.”  

When I was in Bible College I met an older guy took an interest in me and invited me to join a 
prayer time at the lunch hour. At one point, he invited Anne and me to his house to meet his 
wife. After graduation I had no immediate prospects and I went back to my summer job of 
installing central vacuums. After a couple of months our friend, David, called and offered to 
training us in a more practical way in preparation for ministry. We were thrilled!  

Our training with him and his wife was unique. He really was the real deal; do as I do, not just as 
I say. And he had no interest in impressing anyone or being lauded by church authorities.  
We went to an event one night, in Toronto, just 2 couples enjoying an evening and some 
laughs. We got on the subway to make our way back to where his car was parked. When we got 
on there was a person that appeared to be destitute and probably homeless. Our friend, David, 
sat beside the man and engaged him in conversation. He shared his faith in a way that had no 
judgement in it and no coercion. David was completely comfortable in his good clothes sitting 
with a man who didn’t smell too good and looked a whole lot worse.  

That was the greatest education I could ever have received. I could never do exactly what my 
friend did- he had a very colorful background! But I was learning the lesson of treating every 



human being with the same respect, regard, care, love and openness with no pressure to 
convert to anything.  

Now, you and I are not called with the exact same calling as those first disciples. But there are 
common truths here for all generations of Christ-followers. Mainly, that the call is about getting 
close to people in order to serve. There is nothing wrong with a good education, or to know the 
Word of God well. Above all, it is a tremendous privilege! 
But if our learning only ends in distancing ourselves from humanity, or is used to make 
judgments on others, then it is missing the point of the call Jesus gave.  
We are called to be involved in the world. To confront difficult realities and be honest with 
ourselves about how we may be contributing to the problem, and repent.  

We live in a time when racism is very much an issue before us constantly. I was blown away 
when I read White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo. I would have said what many others have, that I 
would never involve myself in acts of cruelty or violence or be rejecting to people of color. I am 
not a racist.  

But the problem is that racism is a system. I still benefit from white privilege even as I decry the 
violence and injustice against people of color. There is a lot of work to be done so that people 
of color are truly not at a disadvantage. And the same is true for gender inequality, or being 
part of the LGBTQ+ community; there is a system in place that works quietly in the background, 
unseen but so harmful to our spoken goals of equality for all. Unchallenged, it serves the status 
quo. If you have read the book, you know that the term “white fragility” refers to the fact that 
so many white people react when they are told that they have inadvertently done or said 
something that is hurtful to a person of color. The reaction is angry denial, shouted declarations 
of innocence and then it turns to declaring that they are the victims of “reverse racism”- they 
are being persecuted. But there is no system that works to keep people of color in a place of 
privilege; ‘reverse racism’ is nonsense.  

This is where the disciple of Christ is called to be: an agent of change through humble, 
vulnerable listening to those who are truly victims, and then standing with them against the 
system. 

The Call is so radically different from the way of society. Jesus modeled for the disciples what it 
was all about. He doesn’t start at the seat of religious and political power- Jerusalem- but in the 
unsophisticated, religiously lax land of Galilee. He turns water into wine, telling no one, not 
seeking to capitalize on the miracle in any way. He makes himself odious in Jerusalem by 
physically driving businessmen out of the temple, blatantly defying the powers that be. He 
treats a Samaritan woman in a way no self-respecting Jew ever would.  

The Call is a divine directive to be fully involved in the world in the Spirit of Christ. Amen.  
 


