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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service recorded for Sunday February 14th.   

Each week, a number of people are involved in recording the service; this week we thank: Terry 
Dempsey, Bruce Papky, Leanne Tees, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Brian Power, Paula Papky, Brian 
Anderson, and myself (Jennifer Nettleton).  

- This week, LENT begins.  And we mark the beginning of Lent with our annual Ash 
Wednesday service. It will take place Wednesday February 17th, at 7:00 pm.   St. 
Cuthbert’s will be hosting the service on Zoom, and we’ll forward the zoom link by 
email on Wednesday. 

- Also this Wednesday, scheduled after the Ash Wednesday service, Christian 
Education is offering Bread for the Body, Food for the Soul at 7:30 pm, also by zoom.  
Bob Bond will be leading the session “COVID-19 as teacher”, and full details are 
available on the last page of the News & Notes 

- Those are the highlights for this week; there are other notices and prayer requests in 
the N&N, so please take the time to read them  

 

And now, as we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you 
may also want to light a candle where you are. 



As we light this candle, we remember that 

The light of Christ shines on us and in us 
The light of Christ guides our way 
And the light of Christ is present with us here 
As we prepare our hearts for worship.   

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

♫  Prelude   O Light of life           J. S. Bach 
 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship  (Psalm 50: 1-6) 

The mighty one, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
Our God comes and does not keep silence,  
before him is a devouring fire, and a mighty tempest all around him. 
He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his people:  
"Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!" 
The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge.  

 

Prayer of Approach 

Christ, you come to transfigure us and renew us in the image of God: 
Shine in our darkness. 
Christ, light of our hearts, you know our thirst: 
Lead us to the wellspring of your gospel. 
Christ, you send your church to prepare your path in the world: 
Give us strength and bless us with your peace and wisdom. 
Amen. 
 

♫  Opening Hymn # 290 Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all, life Thou givest, the great and the small; 
In all life Thou livest, the True Life of all; 
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish, but naught changeth Thee. 



Great Father of glory; pure Father of light; 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render: O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee. 

Walter Charles Smith (1824 – 1908)   Public Domain 

God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  2 Kings 2: 1-12 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far 
as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So 
they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 
and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And 
he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent 
me to Jericho." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So 
they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and 
said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he 
answered, "Yes, I know; be silent." Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me 
to the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So 
the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until 
the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me 
what I may do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double 
share of your spirit." He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am 
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and 
tore them in two pieces. 

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the God who 
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. AMEN. 

 

♫  Musical Reflection    Christ whose glory fills the skies   Wesley/Bissell  

 
Children’s Time   
  
*Gospel Reading   Mark 9:2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling 



white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with 
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be 
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." He did not 
know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!" Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were coming 
down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead.   

 

Sermon The Transfiguration  (Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

We Respond to God 

♫  Music for Meditation Swing low sweet chariot   arr. Peter Wolf 

 

Pastoral Prayer  Let us pray 

Merciful God, before all, in all, and beyond all, we have gathered to worship you in spirit and in 
truth. Enlarge our thoughts of you. In our limited abilities we cannot fully understand all that 
you are. We can only stand in hushed silence before your presence and power and know that 
we will never fathom the heights and depths of your great love and mercy. It is with awe and 
wonder that we enter your presence! 

We thank you for the earth, given to us in trust for future generations. We thank you for life in 
its wonderful diversity, fragility and complexity. We thank you for the transforming power of 
your word and Spirit, whom we meet in human form in Christ Jesus. In him, we see ourselves as 
you intend us to be - and as your saving grace is able to remake us. We pray to receive the 
transfiguring light of your power and glory. We pray for the voice to speak the word we are 
often unwilling to hear, directing us to listen to the Beloved. Whether suddenly and 
dramatically, or gradually and daily, change us, God, into the people you created us to be.  

O God, you know that this world, for all its beauty, is broken. We remember before you this 
morning the suffering, and pain of broken trust, broken peace, broken health, which lie all 
around us. We pray for people hurting from violence and injustice, poverty and oppression, 
indifference and neglect. We pray for people who are sick, whether at home or in hospital. We 
remember those who are frightened and discouraged, those in despair, all who are grieving the 
death of a loved one. We pray for those living in countries torn apart by war, and for those 
people living in places where natural disasters have made living conditions unliveable. We pray 
for the countless thousands of refugees in our world.  

We pray for all affected by COVID-19, for all healthcare workers, researchers, and so many 
others that through their skill and insights many will be restored to health. We remember all in 
essential services - keep them safe; keep them well. We pray for the vulnerable and the fearful, 
for the gravely ill and the dying, the isolated and housebound. We pray for those whose 
livelihoods are threatened, for those without employment, who are fearful of what lies ahead. 

We pray for those who have requested prayer: Rosemarie, Bruce, Nancy, Bev, Jean, young 
nineteen month old Rory, who has an aggressive brain tumour, and for his parents and 
grandparents and in silence we pray for others whose names are upon our hearts .... Hear these 
our private intercessions and in your mercy answer. 



Give us faith and commitment to care for Christ’s sake, and to pray as Jesus taught: Our Father 
who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in Heaven. Give us his day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

♫ Closing Hymn # 187 We have come at Christ’s own bidding   Tune: HYFRYDOL  
 

We have come at Christ's own bidding to this high and holy place, 
 where we wait with hope and longing for some token of God's grace. 
Here we pray for new assurance that our faith is not in vain, 
searching like those first disciples for a sign both clear and plain. 
 
Light breaks in upon our darkness, splendor bathes the flesh-joined Word, 
Moses and Elijah marvel as the heavenly voice is heard. 
Eyes and hearts behold with wonder how the Law and Prophets meet: 
Christ, with garments drenched in brightness, stands transfigured and complete. 
 
Strengthened by this glimpse of glory, fearful lest our faith decline, 
we like Peter find it tempting to remain and build a shrine. 
But true worship gives us courage to proclaim what we profess, 
that our daily lives may prove us people of the God we bless. 

Carl P. Daw, Jr. (1944-)   Words © 1988 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under ONE LICENCE - #A722822 

 

 
Benediction  

Friends, we have been up on the mountain top, singing hymns, listening to God’s word. We 
have seen the light; we have met the Holy One of God. Go now, with the transfiguring love of 
God, the transforming love of God in your heart, the example of Jesus in your life, the nudge of 
the Spirit in your bones. Go, as beloved children of God. And may the face of God shine upon 
you with beauty, blessing and peace. Amen 
 

 ♫ Postlude    Drop down, ye heavens      Heathcote Statham 
 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Sermon:                                             The Transfiguration 

 This is Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday before Lent begins. It is not as well-
known as Christmas and Easter. It is not as easy to define as Pentecost or Good Friday. So what 
exactly is the Transfiguration? 

 The story is told in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke with few differences. All use 
words that electrify – dazzling white clothing and a transfigured appearance. Transfiguration 
literally means to change form. It comes from the same root word meaning “metamorphosis.”  

 The event occurs at roughly the middle point of Jesus’ public ministry. In Mark’s gospel, 
just before the Transfiguration, Jesus had confided in his disciples that all of his teaching and all 
of his healing would lead to his suffering at the hands of the authorities, to his execution, and 



finally to his resurrection. The road Jesus is travelling, the road he is asking his disciples to travel 
with him, leads to the cross. They need spiritual strength for the journey ahead. 

 Jesus took his inner circle – Peter, James and John – onto a mountain, where they have 
a mysterious experience, or vision, of Jesus being transfigured, changed in some sense. Jesus’ 
“face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.” Moses and Elijah, who 
represent the legacy of the spiritual leaders of the Jewish people, appear and talk with Jesus. 
Peter responds by suggesting that they build three booths as symbolic dwelling places. As Peter 
speaks, a cloud descends, and the divine voice says: “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am 
well pleased; listen to him!” 

 This is the moment of Transfiguration: this strange, inexplicable moment, this flash of 
glory, this glimpse of something divine.  

 When the disciples look up, the light was gone, and only Jesus was standing there. Jesus 
then leads the disciples back down the mountain. 

 We call these encounters with the divine “mountaintop experiences.” Throughout the 
Bible mountaintops are places of divine encounter, where guidance and assurance are given to 
God’s people, particularly in the midst of challenging times. On the mountain God’s presence is 
revealed to Moses in a bush that is on fire, yet is not consumed. On Mount Sinai, Moses 
received the law from God. The great prophet Elijah encountered God on Mount Horeb, where 
the text says that God is not in the earthquake, wind or fire but in silence, or as the King James 
Version renders it, in the “still, small voice.” 

 We call them mountaintop experiences, and sometimes they literally are. But even if 
they do not take place on a mountaintop, the phrase seems appropriate. If we have a brush 
with the divine, an experience of something extraordinary, it feels as if we are on a 
mountaintop. Perhaps we can point to moments in our own life when we have had such an 
encounter with the divine, something that we could not explain. Maybe it was more of a 
feeling, a sense of God’s presence coming close, an experience of peace and comfort. Perhaps 
we have encountered the presence of God in another person, in prayer, in scripture. 

 The story suggests that we need to go to the mountaintop now and then. We need 
some quiet space, downtime, silence, for the sake of our spirit and our health. And when we 
have these experiences, let us treasure them. Let us be quiet and listen to the voice of God. 
These moments give us strength for the journey. 

 After the disciples glimpse the glory of God to be found in Christ, the story takes a 
dramatic shift. In the company of Jesus, they come back down the mountain to a great crowd. 
Down to a plea from a desperate father, crying out for mercy for his sick child. They come back 
down into the poverty and pain that are part and parcel of our life in this world; down into the 
nitty-gritty details of misunderstanding, squabbling, disbelieving disciples; down into the 
religious and political quarrels of the day; down into the jealousies and rivalries both small and 
enormous that colour relationships.  

 The story of the Transfiguration: The mysterious holiness of the mountain, and the walk 
down into the blunt reality of human life, human need and human suffering. 

 Friends, mountaintop experiences give us strength to do the hard work of faith. Our 
faith is constantly challenging us, stretching us, calling us. Christ tells us to take up our crosses 
and follow him as he goes to his own cross. We are called to be as salt and light, to love our 
enemies and pray for those who persecute us. We are commanded to do justice, to feed the 
hungry and care for the most vulnerable. We are constantly being called into new and unseen 



ventures. We are constantly being pushed forward, into deeper discipleship, greater love, more 
profound faith. 

 Biblical scholar Karoline Lewis says that “the Transfiguration is that threshold moment 
between what was and what is to come.” 

 Then and now, the full meaning of a mountaintop experience may not become clear 
until after the return to the valley, after the passage of time. The disciples come down but most 
importantly Jesus comes down with them. Jesus comes to be with us in the valley, in our 
brokenness, fear, disappointment and loss, to bring hope where there is despair, light where 
there is darkness, and life where there is death. As we catch glimpses of glory in our 
mountaintop experience, we are to connect those experiences of splendour with the valley 
below, with the world of everyday. This can happen even in the valley of the shadow of death. 
Our mountaintop experiences of faith help us to see glimpses of glory sent to us in the valley. 

 So let us hold on to the glimpses of the divine. But let us be ready to go back down and 
keep up the hard work, because that is what God calls us to do.  

 Below the mountain, in shadow and wilderness, the world waits. Pain, despair, and 
longing are there. But, somewhere, too, there is a place for us, a place where God is, 
connecting us not only to the light but also to brokenness, and struggle. As the season of 
Epiphany gives up its light for the shadows of Lent, may the glory of God’s presence continue to 
shine on us. Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 


