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SERMON   THE KING ON THE CROSS, CHRIST THE KING NOVEMBER 20, 2022  SUSAN ST.JOHN 

Luke 23:33-43      

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his 
right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." 
And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, 
saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were 
hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other 
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."  

 

Today is Christ the King Sunday … also called Reign of the King Sunday.  This is not an ancient tradition, as 
so many are.   

In about 1925, POPE  Pius XI Begun as opposition to totalitarian, authoritarian political ideologies emerging 
at the time …  secularism in the west and the rise of communism in Russia and fascism in Italy and Spain, 
omens of the Nazism soon to seize Germany.  These opposing world views were cementing the hard lines 
and high walls of the, now isolated  nation states.  Political ideologies do not mesh … they create ‘the 
other’.  The ‘other’ that is now seen as wrong thinking, wrong acting and wrong believing.  Once we have 
the ‘other’ there is the need for supremacy one over the other because one ideology is seen as right and 
one is wrong.  The POPE saw the need to refocus on the kingship of Christ .  He recognized that we are all 
children of God and the ‘other’ we had pulled into creation is made only of our human frailties; of our fears 
leading to greed and anger and retribution.  

In our Hebrew bible text, God makes known a reversal of what has been.  God’s relationship, and 
therefore a Kings relationship with his people is like a shepherd for his sheep.  The King’s wellbeing 
depends on the well being of his people.  Now the anointed one, the Messiah … in Hebrew, the Chris t … in 
Greek, the King is as a good shepherd … a reversal of a typical civil leader, is God’s command for Kings. 

Then, some five hundred years later Jesus of Nazareth, itinerant preacher comes on the scene, and his 
path is that of a TRUE monarch, as exclaimed in God’s plan through the prophets. 

I recently learned that historians have identified sixty four people claiming to be the Messiah before 
Jesus.  But Jesus is our proclaimed Messiah because his being was that of God’s King.  He began his 
ministry  (Luke 4:16-19) 

He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written: ““The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
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The Christ in Jesus, and in each of us, is obliged to see all humanity through the eyes of God.   

When the Christ in Jesus encountered another person,  he didn’t simply see the outside of the person. He 
actually recognized the divine power always at work within them, that was just not working at capacity 
right now.  The reasons for the breakdown of each person’s divine power?  Jesus, through Christ, 
recognized that hunger, disease, alienation, guilt, demon possession, violence, and death are obstacles to 
a life lived fully, in God’s plan. This is why so much of Jesus’ ministry centers on feeding, healing, 
befriending, reconciling, forgiving, exorcising, gently touching, and resurrecting people. 

And, as wonderful as we see Christ’s amazing and sovereign powers to free humanity from pain…  it 
caused a lot of trouble in Jesus’ time.  So much trouble that  Jesus was led to his crucifixion on the cross. 
But understand that this crucifixion, as horrible as it was, was the right and perfect place where Jesus 
exemplified the King that the Christ had become.  The King that we can follow for all time.  The NEW 
Messiah. 

Our scripture today, Jesus on the cross, confirms the new messiahship of Christ.  On the cross, once and 
for all, Christ turns the tables; he raises forgiveness and the peace of non-violence to the level of the new 
Kingdom … to the new place of Paradise. 

There’s a line in Jesus Christ Superstar that asks, “Now why'd you choose such a backward time and such a 
strange land?”  Why is the New Kingdom so important for humanity at the time of Jesus?  

I believe this is a turning point for humanity.  

Luke’s story is in the immediate aftermath of the Judean wars where more than a million people had been 
killed in the fighting.    Yet, even though it was clear that the fighting way wasn’t working against the Romans, 
when Pontius Pilot offered to free either Jesus or Barabbas, the people chose Barabbas.  Barabbas was a the 
Freedom Fighter.  The people chose the way of fighting,  …which clearly hadn’t been effective … more than a 
million dead … but they still chose violence.  They needed the Prince of Peace more now than ever before. 

How did Jesus create this amazing shift in humanity’s awareness of the truth?  

Taunting was common among warrior leaders in ancient times: in the Illiad, between Hector and Achilles 
just before Achilles kills Hector, Artemus taunts Appolo, Apolo taunts Achiles; it’s the accepted way to get 
people to fight in ancient Greece.  In the Bible, David had at Goliath.  For forty days, Goliath taunts the 
Israelites, “Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me” (1 Samuel 17:8). Finally David 
emerges and comes back with … 

“You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the 
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the 
LORD will deliver you into my hand” (45-46). 

Jesus, hanging on the cross, was taunted by everybody! 

• the  inscription over him, "This is the King of the Judeans."  … the people thought he was a false 
messiah because he didn’t overturn the Romans as they thought he should … as a ‘real’ king would 
have. 

• the leaders saying "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!"  
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• The soldiers “coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!"  

• “One of the criminals who were hanged there kept mocking him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!" 

Over and over in this passage we hear the taunting …  “If you are truly the Messiah, save yourself.” 

What is Jesus’ retort?  Jesus only seeks God’s forgiveness for his taunters, seeing, again and as always, only the 
divine power within humanity.  Christ’s retort?  “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  

This Passion of Christ, as all the miracles of Jesus, are not and interruptions of nature but are acts of 
liberation that free people from the conditions that impair, distort, or frustrate their ability to be whole.  

The Reign of Christ is guiding us, through our internal Christ, to create a world in which the divine life 
within each of us can more fully take root and thrive. By stepping into the Reign of Christ, we, the humble 
subjects, can create the practical, communal, and structured environments in which sacred life can be 
affirmed and cherished.  

A miraculous transformation does NOT usher people into another world from the one that they were in. It 
just calls us to live this life in a new way—because each miracle reveals what life could be if it was no 
longer frustrated, degraded, or wounded.  We are protected under the protection of God’s truth in Christ 
the King. 

The Christ King, leads us to paradise by peace, non-violence and forgiveness. Even when nobody understands 
the absolute perfection of the Christ’s Kingly message on the cross, God’s timing is always right and the 
message is always clear … forgive, peace, non-violence.    

And thankfully, God is always faithfull.  We will be offered the path to paradise over and over again, always in 
the hope that OUR timing will be right one day.   

In our ever-polarized world where doctrines compete and right and wrong are often bound by a nation’s 
borders, I think we need to be reminded to put Christ the King back on the supreme throne.   

I am a student of culture, that part of our lives that goes without saying.   I wonder about the cultural 
imperatives of the first century, and how our competing cultural norms skew our understanding of our sacred 
book, the Bible; I wonder about our current culture norms and what we are acting on that we are really not 
aware of.  Lately, I have been drawn to a book about the differences between the cultures of hot and cold 
climates.  Did you know that, between hot and cold climates there are significant differences in how people 
relate to each other?  There are cultural norms in either hot or cold places that tell us how to relate to people, 
even when the example of Christ Jesus tells us to relate to each other as God would relate to us … only in love.  
You can bet that the influence of the political ideologies that were dividing the world one hundred years ago 
are still affecting our relationships today. 

We need the truth of Christ as our King to set our right behaviour.  The righteousness of peace, the calm of 
non-violence, and the grace of forgiveness are exactly and only what we need so no matter where we live, 
what political agenda we adhere to, or what temperature in which we live, what religion we practice, we need 
the only the Kingdom of God through Christ the King. 
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We have glaring at us this day an opportunity to recognize and relieve the oppression of judgement of a 
particular group of people, and we have the opportunity to dig deeply into the forgiveness led by Christ our 
King.  

Today, November 20, is the International Day of Mourning for transgender people who have died from murder 
and suicide.  One very important fact is that the larger number of these deaths are in warm climates, hence 
my interest in the power of cultural norms in warm and cold climates.  The beautiful tree pictured here is a 
photo of the life-sized tree that is installed in the Brantford Public Library.  This artistic representation was 
created by my niece, Gwen Howarth and abetted by her mother, my sister Shirley Howarth.  The leaves of this 
tree bear the names of the almost 400 trans people who have died by suicide or murder in the North and 
South America in the past year.  Sadly, this tree is installed every single year with just as many new names of 
people murdered.   How we dress and wear our hair is a cultural issue.  We need to take stock.   

I was invited to chat with some trans people at a support group in Brantford to ask what I could tell our 
congregation today.  These lovely people asked me to tell you: 

• When your child come out of the closet, don’t reject them 

• Acceptance and love are critical 

• Please note that there is a great violence committed all the time. 

• Please respect the names and pronouns 

• People are being murdered for being themselves. 

• Transgender, like being gay, is NOT a choice.  Trans woman are born woman. 

• We just want to be love like Jesus loved 

There is a vigil taking place this evening in Brantford.  More information about the vigil and about the 
Transgender week of morning are available in New & Notes.  We pray that the Reign of Christ will free all 
people from our judgement, persecution, and oppression for being what they are born to be, free from 
shallow cultural norms and taboos.   

EVERYBODY HURTS JENNIFER 

Praise God… we know that even as we mourn the pain of so many innocent people we are called by Christ our 
King to forgive those souls who have erred so greatly by murder and grave oppression.  Give us strength Lord 
to build the Kingdom of God through Christ our King. 

 
 
 


