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Last week Paula talked to us about love letters and that our scriptures are full of love letters from God to 

remind both our ancestors in faith and us that we are beloved.  Interwoven with this consistent message of 

God’s love, divine presence and grace in our Scriptures are the host of human characters whose grasp of this 

message is anything but straightforward.    

And so, today as he enters from ‘stage left’ in our reading from Exodus, we encounter Moses, who isn’t so 

sure.  It seems that doubt has clouded his confidence and that he needed reassurance.  Three times Moses 

petitions God for reassurance: “If I have found favour in your sight, show me your ways.”  “How shall it be 

known that I have found favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us?”  And the final request, 

“Show me your glory, I pray.”  Moses feared that God would abandon him and the Israelites.  Moses needed 

some help to cross the threshold of uncertainty in order to continue the journey.  

Our reading from Exodus is part of the much larger narrative/story about the Israelites in the wilderness. 

Grumbling and complaining led to provision of food in the form of manna and quails, and water from a rock. 

Then, while Moses was on Mount Sinai with God for forty days and forty nights receiving the commandments 

and ordinances from God, the people became impatient with both God and Moses, and said, “as for this 

Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” They 

doubted, they whined, and they complained to Aaron. Uncertainty loomed large and they yearned for 

something to count on, a leader who would not disappear for so long. And so, they asked Aaron in Exodus 

chapter 32 to make gods to lead them, something tangible that they could see.  Aaron gathered their gold, 

melted it and the golden calf emerged. And the people transferred their allegiance to this image they could 

see.  

Meanwhile, upon seeing this, God sent Moses down from Mount Sinai and Moses destroyed the golden calf.  

According to the text, God was very angry. With some dialogue between God and Moses, God instructed 

Moses to go, leave the area of Sinai and lead the people to the promised land. God promised to send an angel 

before them, but stated he would not go with the people on this next part of the journey because they “are a 

stiff-necked people”.  

Now Moses stood on the threshold of uncertainty. He said to God, “You have told me to go but have not let 

me know whom you will send with me…show me your ways.” The answer from God? “My presence will go with 

you and I will give you rest.” God’s love letter assures presence and rest.  We understand presence, but what 

does rest mean?  Does this refer to physical rest? Emotional rest? Spiritual rest? When immersing myself in 

the text, and allowing the words wash over me, this phrase gave me a deep sense of relief. Rest from needing 

to know outcomes, rest from busy-ness; rest from the anxiety and worry and concern of trying to/needing to 

figure it out. REST. Ponder this for a moment, what kind of rest do you need?  [pause…] God, who is more 

present than we can see or feel, who is more gracious than we can understand, God gives us rest. 

However, this was not quite the assurance that Moses was seeking before going any further on this trek to the 

promised land, so he asks differently. “How shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your 

people, unless you go with us?”  Here is DOUBT, despite all that Moses has seen and experienced with God to 

this point. This, my friends, is an honest truth about humanity.  We all doubt, we all face uncertainty, and it is 
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especially heightened during this time of a global health pandemic. Uncertainty is not a friend to our 

conceptual thinking minds. Uncertainty evokes reaction and fear, which in turn can create anxiety and worry 

as we try to know the unknowable.   

Moses wanted certainty and to know the plan; today we would ask for the itinerary or a GPS for the journey. 

Moses seemed to need a booster shot of confidence and some assurance to face the unknown. Who do you 

lean on when you are unsure, uncertain?  [pause…] Moses wanted certainty and confidence that God would 

go with him and the Israelites, but God gives him something else, “you have found favour in my sight, and I 

know you by name”.   

So Moses petitioned God a third time, more boldly this time: “Show me your glory, I pray.” And God agreed “I 

will make all my goodness pass before you…but you cannot see my face, for no one shall see me and live.”  

And then with tenderness, God explained the plan: “I will put you in the cleft of the rock and I will cover you 

with my hand until I have passed by then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face 

shall not be seen.”  God protects Moses and allows him a bearable glimpse of his glory in retrospect. Isn’t it 

often true for us as well that with HINDSIGHT that we recognize the presence of God in our lives?  [pause…] 

 

The passage from Matthew has a different texture of uncertainty.  In a time characterized with political unrest 

where did one’s allegiance and loyalty reside?  We know from the narrator in this passage that the Pharisees 

wanted to trap Jesus. So, the question “is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” was a litmus test. The 

question wasn’t asked to engage conversation but to confirm assumptions and fuel prejudices and judgments. 

If Jesus had answered yes, it is lawful, then he would be seen as a collaborator with Rome; answer no, then he 

would be identified with those who resisted Rome. The question was intended to expose Jesus’s allegiance. 

How to navigate between such a rock and a hard place?   

Jesus offers another way…and cuts through the assumptions. Show me a coin, he asks.  And whose head and 

whose title are on the coin? The answer: the coin, stamped with the emperor’s image is the emperor’s.  So, 

give it to the emperor, Jesus said.  And give what is God’s to God. 

In our day, there are so many competing voices that clamor for our attention and allegiance, and many 

choices that distract or blind us from what matters, things like consumerism, materialism, nationalism, 

privilege and racism just to name a few. If we are honest with ourselves, we will ask, what do our lives 

proclaim? To whom or what do we give our work, money, time, thoughts and loyalty?  

Moses crossed the threshold of uncertainty with assurances, the promise of rest, and a glimpse from behind 

of God’s glory.  And using a coin, Jesus calls us back to what truly matters. What is it that belongs to God?  

Nothing short of our trust, our loyalty, our attention, our energy, our doubts and fears, our service, our lives, 

and our love.  Together with God’s unconditional love and presence, it is God’s GLORY that calls us forward, 

across the threshold of uncertainty. May we always sing to the Lord a new song, sing and bless God’s holy 

name, and give God all glory and praise!  AMEN 
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CHILDREN’S Time: 

I miss our usual chat with the young children of our congregation.  I think of Griffin, Tarryn, Audrey and Max 

who would come to the front.  And I also think of our older youth: Clare, Jaxon, Jordan, Sophie, Charlotte, 

Oscar, Pippi, Elliot, and Maeve.  Did I miss anyone?  

I wanted to talk today with the children about the reading we heard from First Thessalonians, chapter 1.  It is a 

letter from Paul the apostle, to the Christian community in Thessalonica, and it happens to be one of the 

earliest writings in the New Testament. In chapter 1 Paul expresses deep appreciation and thanks for his 

experience in this community, and he affirms their faith, their endurance and steadfast hope in face of 

challenges (opposition and persecution) from the surrounding or “over” culture.   

Here are some of the questions I would want to ask the children and youth to engage in conversation: 

Have you ever received a thank you card, or card of encouragement? And if so, how did that make you feel?  If 

I gave you a blank thank you card to send, who would you want to send it to, and why?   

Total disclaimer here, I’m not very good at sending thank you cards or emails, or birthday messages, or 

cards/greetings for any reason, but when I receive them, it makes my heart smile.  So if the children are 

listening, I have a small challenge for you.  I wonder if you can buy or make a THANK YOU card and send it to 

someone this week.  Then you and I can be like Paul the apostle and give thanks for the people in our lives, 

and let them know that they matter!        

 

Prayers of the People 

Gracious and loving God, 

We thank you for this day, and we are grateful for all that makes our lives full and meaningful. But sometimes 

we have days of uncertainty, when we don’t notice you, when we don’t acknowledge you, when we question 

you. And yet, you know us by name, and you O God, are steadfast in your love for us.   

We pray this morning for our world that is hurting and divided. Our world changed overnight with the 

coronavirus pandemic. Besides the disturbing death toll, the first wave of the pandemic has exposed deeply 

rooted systemic injustice in our midst, and now with the second wave, uncertainty and anxiety swirl around us 

again. With all these changes and uncertainty, we yearn for answers, assurances, a vaccine and the confidence 

to be able to go about our daily lives. And so today, as with Moses, we hear Your promise: “My presence goes 

with you, and I will give you rest.”  We do need rest. Grant each of us the rest we need.  

We think of friends in our midst who are struggling with physical pain and ill-health. May they know your 

healing and comforting presence. 

For those who are alone and isolated, may they not be discouraged by the absence of human connection but 

know deeply your presence and gracious love. 

For those who worry and face difficult decisions, may you ease their burden and give them deep peace. 

Gentle and gracious God, surround those who grieve with the comfort of beautiful memories to ease the ache 

of loss in their hearts.   
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We also take a moment to celebrate and rejoice at new life in our midst, and ask your blessings on the Al-

Atmeh family and their new son, Noor who was born to Ahmad and Randa on Thanksgiving.   

Merciful God, bring us back into harmony with you. Help us to befriend uncertainty and allow its contours to 

be shaped by your Presence. For as the Psalmist often reminds us, you are revealed and present in all things.  

May we embody your glory and presence for those around us, so that our lives may reflect your love and 

compassion for the world.  AMEN. 

 

BLESSING/Benediction: 

As you go forth into this new week, go with peace and gentleness in your hearts and encourage one another. 

And may the love of God, the Grace of Jesus Christ, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit go with you. AMEN.   


