
Notes from the piano  

The Prelude and Postlude were chosen today because both are 
hymn tunes that appeal and are familiar to all ages at MacNeill.   

The words for the Mendelssohn piece are as follows:  

If with all your hearts ye truly seek Me,  
ye shall surely find Me. Thus, saith our God.  
Oh! That I knew where I might find Him, 
that I might come before His presence. 
 

The text for this aria, from the oratorio, Elijah, is taken from Deut. 
4:29 and Job. 23:3.  

In the NRSV, these verses are translated as  

“...there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find him if 
your search after him with all your heart and soul...” 

 “Oh, that I know where I might find him, that I might come to his 
dwelling!”  

I choose this piece for Anniversary Sunday because I thought the 
message rings true for the MacNeill community on this day: in 
looking at past work and ministry, in considering our present 
situation in a state of uncertainty and in wondering where the 
community will be led in the coming years. 
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MacNeill Baptist Church acknowledges the traditional territory upon which 

we gather as a community of faith. For many thousands of years, the 
Anishinaabe and the Haudenosaunee peoples were the caretakers of this 

land. We seek a new relationship with the Original Peoples of this land, one 
based in peace, friendship and respect. Acknowledging territory is a 
beginning and not an ending in terms of our work towards truth and 

reconciliation. We hope that this acknowledgement will be a springboard 
towards a deeper relationship with all Indigenous peoples we meet. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


The Church at Worship 
*Please stand as you are able 
 

Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Prelude All things bright and beautiful 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship  

On this anniversary we gather to sing and to pray, 
A present moment to remember the past and look to the future. 
And we praise God for this Holy ground,  
Place and people, sight and sound. 
We come here before God, with open hearts, 
For God is our help in ages past, and our hope for years to come 
Come, let us worship God 
God's goodness is eternal! 
 
 

Prayer of Approach 

God of the ages, we thank you for the faithful witness of those who 
have done justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with you. 
We praise you for all who have sought your new creation, 
and who, by their steadfast faith, 
have shown their discipleship in Christ Jesus. 
We praise you for those saints, the cloud of witnesses we have 
known and loved, 
and pray that we may continue to follow in the way of Christ,  
and live boldly, by faith,  
knowing that our past, present and future belong to you and are 
shaped by your Love, your Light, and your Grace.  
Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn (hum) Come thou fount of every blessing  (insert) 
(a hymn from the past MacNeill hymnbook, not in the present one)    
 

God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Psalm 123 

*Hymn (hum) #757  Come sing, O church, in joy!  
(a hymn from our present hymnbook)  
 
Children’s Time Tool-time!  
 

*Gospel Reading   Matthew 25:14-30  
 

Reflections:  Past, Present & Future  

We Respond to God 

Music for Meditation  If with all your hearts       Felix Mendelssohn  
 

(a time for personal prayer and quiet reflection) 
 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
*Closing Hymn (hum) Draw the Circle Wide  (insert) 
(a hymn introduced to us, by Leigh-Ann McKenna at last year’s 
anniversary service-perhaps in a future MacNeill hymnbook)  
 
*Benediction  

Postlude Joyful, joyful we adore thee      
 

Ushers will signal your row to leave, so that we do not overcrowd 
the aisles and narthex in this time of physical distancing. 
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