
MACNEILL BAPTIST CHURCH  

 

1145 King Street West, Hamilton  ON L8S 1L9  www.macneillbaptist.ca  Ph: 905-528-2861 

email: macneillbaptistchurch@cogeco.net 

 

 

Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome to our online worship service for Sunday May 16th,  2021.   

Today we welcome Susan St. John as our guest preacher for this service.   

Others involved in the service today are: Leanne Tees, Brian Power, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Mary 
Fleming, Elliott Briskin, Brian Anderson and myself, Jennifer Nettleton.  We also have the recording 
of Jordan and Jaxon Purdy leading us in our response song.   

 

As we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may also want to 
light a candle where you are. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle   

As we light this candle, we remember with joy 
The abiding love of God  
The presence of the one who overcame death 
And the promise of new life. 

♫  Prelude   Like a river glorious 

mailto:macneillbaptistchurch@cogeco.net


Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship   

Clap your hands!  Shout to God with joy! 
Together, we lift up our voices and sing praises to God. 
We lift our eyes and gaze toward heaven  
Allowing our perspective to see with the eyes of the heart. 
With awe for the one who created the heavens and earth. 
We rejoice in the Lord and give thanks to his holy name! 

♫  Opening Hymn # Lead on, eternal  Sovereign   

Lead on, eternal Sovereign, we follow in your way; 
Loud rings your cry for justice, your call for peace this day; 
Through prayerful preparation, your grace will make us strong; 
To carry on the struggle, to triumph over wrong.  

Lead on, eternal Sovereign, we follow not with fear, 
For in each human conflict, your words of strength we hear: 
That when we serve with gladness, you will not let us fall, 
Our trust is in your promise that love will conquer all. 

Lead on, eternal Sovereign, till sin’s fierce war shall cease 
And all your saints together will sing a hymn of peace; 
Then all in your dominion will live with hearts set free, 
To love and serve each other for all eternity. 

Opening Prayer 

God, your constant love reaches beyond the heavens, your faithfulness extends across the skies. 
Your righteousness towers like the mountains, your justice is deeper than the sea. 
We thank you for the wonder of Ascension, that marvelous  
yet mysterious moment which left the apostles gazing heavenwards. 
Lift our gaze to see the needs of the world around us with the eyes of our hearts enlightened. 
Transform our perspective by your Spirit of Wisdom. and inspire us with your Shalom. 
You, O God, are the source of all life, and in your light, we see light.  AMEN 
 

♫  Sung Response  Halle, Halle, Halle  

 



God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the 
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering Jesus presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise 
of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So when they had come 
together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He 
replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."  

 

Psalm 47   

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. For the LORD, the Most High, 
is awesome, a great king over all the earth. God subdued peoples under us, and nations under our 
feet. God chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  

God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing 
praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a 
psalm. God is king over the nations; God sits on the holy throne. The princes of the peoples gather 
as the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God who is highly 
exalted.  AMEN  

 

♫ Musical Reflection Shall we gather at the river  arr. Aaron Copland 
 
New Testament Reading  Ephesians 1:15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I 
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to 
know God, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know the hope to which you 
are called, know the riches and glorious inheritance among the saints, as well as the immeasurable 
greatness of the power for us who believe, according to the working of God’s great power. God put 
this power to work in Christ who was raised from the dead and seated at God’s right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And God has put all things under his 
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. AMEN. 

 



Children’s Time 

We have five senses.  To hear, to see, to touch, to smell and to taste.  These senses are how we 
experience our world.  These senses help us every single day.  

We are able to listen to someone talking to us because we hear … we might be saved from a great 
danger when we hear someone holler ‘WATCH OUT’, or when we come too near a burning flame 
and our sense of touch tells us ‘JUMP BACK’.   Or we might be so happy when we see a beautiful 
daffodil, or we might be really excited when we smell cookies baking because we really love cookies!  
And, of course, when we taste those cookies … heavenly.   

On my walk the other day I found a beautiful cross, laying on the ground where someone had lost it.  
I felt so badly for the person that lost the cross, but I also knew that I could give it a good home in 
my ‘lost crosses’ collection.  As I walked and thought about the things I wanted to share today, I 
thought, “I will hold onto this cross and I will be inspired to think of really wise things to say.”   

But you know what happened?  I got so wrapped in my sense of touch and the feeling of that cross 
that I almost forgot what I was really looking for.  I was looking for God and I just kept focussing on 
the feel of that piece of metal in my hand. I was distracted by my sense of touch. 

That happens sometimes, I think.  Sometimes we get so interested in the world that we see and 
smell through our senses that we forget about the God that created it.  We start thinking that the 
most important things are here on earth, that we can taste and smell and touch, when truly, the 
most important things are in of God.   

I once heard of a little boy, named Christopher, who was born completely blind.  He never saw with 
his eyes, so his world is pretty different than for those of us who can use our eyes to see.   

Can you imagine what it would be like to not be able to see with your eyes?  Maybe if you close your 
eyes while we share this time, it will help you understand how Christopher understands his world?  
If you are comfortable to, let’s close our eyes for a minute.  Of course, anytime you want, just open 
your eyes.   

Yes, Christopher’s world is very different than ours, but you don’t need to feel sorry for him.  He has 
a loving family that cares for him and, it turns out that Christopher is a pretty good singer.  I think I 
first heard him sing when he was about 9 years old.  Christopher has this one song that he likes and I 
would like to share a bit of it with you today.  It’s called Open the Eyes of My Heart. 

Can you imagine that your heart has eyes?  If you close your eyes and try to see the world with your 
heart, what happens?  Maybe you can see with your heart things that you can’t see with your eyes?  
Things like love, and joy, and thankfulness?  What are they like in your heart? 

I’m going to sing a bit of the song and you just jump in whenever you want.  Maybe even put your 
hand on your heart … right here … or wherever you feel you heart.  And don’t be shy because 
everybody has their eyes closed so nobody can see you.  

Of course, I can’t see you with my eyes today, but let’s try to sing our hearts together even while we 
are apart.   

Just Jump in whenever you can.  And you know what, if you don’t jump in … that’s ok too.  Sing in 
your heart … God will hear.   

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart,  
I want to see you 
I want to see you      (sing this a couple of times) 



So, sometime when you want to see something other than what is visible with your eyes, open the 
eyes of your heart and see the love of God. 

Blessings on you and the child that sees God in your heart. 

PS:  you can hear Christopher singing this song here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjYeUN2zWqI 

 
Gospel Reading    (Incorporated into sermon) 

Sermon  “The Blessing of Christ’s Ascension” 
 

Whatever speaks to my heart is but a suggestion and I pray that, through our time together, God’s 
truth will touch your heart today.  I pray that, having ears to hear, we are healed.   

These are the stories of the people of God ... And oh! what stories they are.   

Today we're going to explore the ascension of Jesus Christ to his glory at the right hand of God. 
Leading up to this amazing moment Christ has risen from the dead and, after convincing his disciples 
that he is actually with them he instructs them to do a couple of things.  First, preach and practice 
forgiveness of sin because if they don't forgive, nobody will ever be forgiven; and to baptize both 
Jew and gentile.   

By the way, this (right hand brushing off the left hand) is the ASL symbol for ‘forgive’ … just brush it 
away.   

The disciples are still feeling terrorized by the Roman Empire and the Jewish authorities, and their 
orders are not to stay in hiding, but to get out there and baptize in public and preach forgiveness.  

This part of the story takes place 40 days after the resurrection. Remember 40 in the “code of 
numbers” for 1st century people means, “as long as it takes”. 

Luke 24: 44- 53 

44 Then he said to them, “These are the very things I told you about while I was still with you: 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the writings of the prophets, and the 
Psalms had to come true.”45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures. 46 He 
said to them, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day,47 and a change of heart for the forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And, behold, I 
am sending the promise of my Father to you, so stay here in the city until the power from 
above comes down upon you.”50 Then he led them out of the city as far as Bethany, and, 
lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
disappeared from them.  They returned to Jerusalem overwhelmed with great joy.  And they 
were continuously in the temple praising, blessing, and giving thanks to God. 

 
There are so many wonderful and interesting explorations in this story, but our starting place today, 
and indeed every day, needs to be at the very beginning of this scripture.  Jesus “opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures” and they finally know that Christ IS the true Messiah … the Savior.  
They have faith.  This, and every one of our journeys is best travelled in faith.   

Let’s talk about Christ’s blessing in Bethany and what that might mean for us today. 

 “Having lifted up his hands he blessed them”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjYeUN2zWqI


The Greek word for “blessing”, “eulogesen” means to “extol”, to commend, to admire or worship 
the recipient of the blessing.  And St. Paul, our great interpreter, reveals of this blessing, in Hebrews 
1:3  

3When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. 

Blessing, then, extols the virtues of a substance or person and in so doing, purifies them of sin.  For 
example, if you were to bless someone, in your heart, they are now purified of any sin … they are 
forgiven.  When Jesus blesses the disciples, they are purified of sin, they are forgiven. 

There's a lot of discussion of blessing in the New Testament but it turns out that Jesus, himself, 
actually made only a few, and quite specific blessings.  Jesus talked about blessing and things 
blessed a great deal, but he only actually blessed a very few things.   I counted, and scholars please 
correct me if I'm in error, but I found only 9 instances where Jesus, himself, blessed anything:  he 
blessed bread the most - at feeding the 5,000, the final Passover meal and after his resurrection 
when he ate bread with the disciples; he blessed fish to feed the 5,000; and he blessed the children 
when he demanded the disciples let them come to him.  

Since blessing is to make a purification of sin, mostly, Jesus purified food that would nourish people.  
Every time we are told about the blessing of the bread, we are told that Jesus held it up, blessed it, 
and broke it.  He extolled its virtue, filling it with its true nature in the love of God, so that it could be 
nourishing, and broke it into pieces so that it could be shared with all those who needed 
nourishment. 

John 6:33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world." 

In God’s plan all earthly things play a perfect role.  All of creation have jobs to do.  Bread is for 
nourishing our body. Jesus said time and time again in his teachings and after his resurrection that 
the disciples’ job was to baptize all nations in his name and both practice and preach repentance 
and the forgiveness of sins.  Sadly, God’s plan for a perfect creation is tripped up by human sin … our 
‘missing of the mark’, our error, our wrong thinking … our shame, or anger, or fear points humanity 
inward as we justify or rationalise or shake or worry.  While we are preoccupied with the problems 
that we create for ourselves, we are not able to do our job which we have been told over and over is 
to preach “a change of heart for the forgiveness of sins.”  

This Ascension Day, Jesus raised his hands.  He raised those poor mutilated hands, the symbol of the 
broken body of Christ, broken into pieces so that it could be shared with the entire world that 
needed the nourishment of God’s love. 

This Ascension Day, Jesus blessed the disciples.  The same frightened, confused and sinful disciples 
who, when Jesus was hanging from that cross, nailed through those dear hands, ran away, hid, and 
lied. He extolled their virtues, he admired them, and in so doing, delivered to them their true nature 
as God sees them, in the light of perfect love.   In human terms, they were forgiven. 

This Ascension Day, Jesus disappeared from them to his place at the right hand of God and having 
connected in love with those poor frail humans through his blessing, as he was carried up to God, so 
were they connected with God.  Christ with God is eternal, and we are, right here and now, raised 
for eternity into the love of God through the blessing of Christ.  

In his blessing at Bethany, Jesus elevated the disciples above this sense world, above their problems 
and fears, to see themselves and “all nations” with the love and compassion of God through Christ.  



But why did he lead them to Bethany?  Why didn’t Jesus make his final transition in Jerusalem?”  
After all, he told the disciples that they were to await the Father’s power in Jerusalem.  And then he 
marches them off to Bethany. 

“Place” was very important to Luke’s first century audience.  One’s identity was attached to “where 
you are from” so Jesus was “Jesus of Nazareth”; God’s place was in the “Holy of Holies” at the very 
centre of the Temple.  Luke’s audience, however, lived in the smoking ruins of that Temple, in a 
Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans.  God is homeless and his people are hopelessly lost and in 
pain. 

Bethany is about 3 ½ kilometers from Jerusalem … not actually too far for people accustomed to 
walking everywhere but imagine for a moment how our disciples feel at this point in time.  They 
have suffered the shame of being betrayers, they are terrified of the Romans and the Jewish 
authorities, they have been told that they must not only come out of hiding but do it loudly … 
baptize and preach; and most difficult of all, they must forgive.  Let’s remember that these men 
have just gone through a horrendous time where blame lay on every doorstep.  As C.S. Lewis said,  

“Everybody thinks forgiveness is lovely until they have something to forgive.   

The disciples had lots to forgive of others, and of themselves. 

Now, they are asked to drag their faithful, but possibly discouraged, frightened, confused selves 
along yet another dusty road following Jesus on yet another expedition to Bethany, of all places.  At 
this point, they may have even muttered some resistance.  I think they may have been tired.  I think 
I would have been tired. 

What is the nature of Bethany?  What did Bethany mean in the first century and what might it mean 
to us today? 

Jesus went to Bethany a number of times in his ministry.  It could be just that he had friends there … 
Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  Or perhaps scripture holds some insight about what Bethany meant to 
Jesus and what Bethany might mean for us today.  
 

• The place of Jesus’ baptism was in called “Bethany beyond Jordan” – not that same Bethany, but 
the same name. 

• The gospel of John tells us that Jesus’ first two disciples were called at “Bethany beyond Jordan” 
(John 1:40-42) 

• Lazarus was raised from the dead in Bethany  

• The donkey that took Jesus into Jerusalem for his final days was found in Bethany 

• After Jesus drove the money lenders from the temple, he went to Bethany 

• Jesus was in Bethany when he was anointed with expensive oil and declared, “… she has done 
this to prepare me for burial” 

• Jesus was in Bethany when Judas spoke out against Mary anointing him … foreshadowing Judas’s 
betrayal. 

• Jesus was coming from Bethany when he withered the fig tree saying, “may no one ever eat fruit 
from you again” (Mark 11:14) 

These are all sites of transitions and turning points in Jesus’ journey to his seat on the right hand of 
God.  Beginning his ministry with his baptism, then gathering a group of followers who were ready 
for change, making his message more and more public right up to raising a man from the dead, 
entering that city of Jerusalem on that symbolic donkey to complete his ministry and prepare for his 
own death and now, has led the disciples back to Bethany where his final transition occurs.  He is 
carried to heaven to sit at the right hand of God in Bethany.  I would suggest, however, that all of 



these transitions are opportunities for choice.  At any given point, Jesus could have fully assumed his 
human nature and rejected the opportunity to follow this divine path.  He had free will.   

The name “Bethany”, broken into its two parts means: ‘beth’ – house; “ani” of fig.  A fig bears a 
dripping sap that resembles tears and is therefore held as a symbol of “lamentation and wailing”.  
So, Bethany is called a place of lamentation and wailing.  Many of Jesus’ transitions on his journey 
were at this place of “lamentation and wailing.”  The wisdom of scripture has announced, for our 
understanding then, that change is hard … for human Jesus and for all humanity.   Repentance, that 
epiphany that finally hits us that we need to change, rethink, overcome something can be painful.   
We are blessed with a sense that this change is good, but we are cursed when faced with the pain 
and sorrow and a sense of loss for what we are losing … pain for the loss of what we know.  Here is 
our Bethany.  That place where change hurts and we can go forward or retreat.   

I remember when I was a smoker.  I knew I needed to quit.  The science was proving that it was very 
bad for our health, the movement was afoot to kick smokers our of our nice cozy chairs in our nice 
cozy offices and restaurants to the cold of an Ontario winter.  Oh yes, we knew we needed to quit.  
But the overriding fear kept washing over me like a tidal wave of lament, “I know that if I don’t 
smoke, I will never have fun again … ever!”  Oh, woe is me!  My Bethany! 

I did quit smoking, but I remember thinking, “I guess I’ll just have to figure out how to have fun in 
this new place.”  Doubt was still my companion.  Change is good, but it doesn’t often happen 
without our lamentation and wailing …  without our Bethany.  You will be relieved to know that I 
have had a great deal of fun since quitting smoking.   

So, how does the lament of our personal Bethany bring us with Jesus on that Ascension Day?   

Now, we can see that our lamentation, our resistance, can be a signal that there is a change 
opportunity, a transition to move toward to a better me.  Through our Faith in Christ, we 
understand that the wailing and lamenting need not be the stopping point when he says of that 
withered fig tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” (Mark 11:14).  We can recognize the 
lamentation represented by that little fig as a signal of change not to be swallowed but to be 
overcome.   Through faith, we know that Christ leads us with intention, to our Bethany, raises our 
pain up and blesses it.   We watch it disappear above knowing that the love of God carries us, 
waiting for us on the other side.  Christ pulls us up and we can choose God’s Kingdom. 

Back to St Paul, our interpreter: 
Colossians 3:1-4 (NIV) 

3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is 
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Speaking to the church of Christ, St. Paul tells us that we are all raised with Christ.  The everlasting 
work of the Ascension, then is that we are lifted, through the blessing of Christ, beyond our human 
fears and frailties to that place on the right hand of God where there is only love for all of creation.  
And having been lifted, our old life dies away, and we are “hidden with Christ in God.” 

Christ ascended to heaven to sit on the right hand of God.  God is eternal and having ascended, so is 
Christ, the Son of Man, the Messiah, Emmanuel is holding that connection to God’s love for us, 
blessing us for time eternal, offering us the power of the love of God, blessing us to elevate us above 
our sense focus so that we can do our job:  forgive sin, because if we humans don’t forgive sin, sin 
will not be forgiven. (John 20:23) 



Jesus’ ascension wasn’t and act for him.  It was, as was his entire life and ministry, for us.  With his 
final blessing, Jesus prepared his disciples for all time … you and me ...  with the new promise of the 
everlasting, unfailing love of God.  We are blessed with our sins purified, so that our minds can be 
“set on things above.”  “Appearing with Christ in glory” our fear and anguish removed, and we are 
“overwhelmed with great joy we are continuously praising, blessing, and giving thanks to God.” 

An amazing Canadian woman of Cree heritage, Buffy St. Marie, wrote these words in song called, 
“Up Where We Belong” 

Love lift us up where we belong 
Where the eagles cry On a mountain high 
Love lift us up where we belong 
Far from the world below 
Up where the clear winds blow 

Christ has put the love of God into the hearts of humanity, into our hearts!  God’s place is now in 
our hearts.  The love of God can never again be penned up in a building, or a people, or a book, or a 
religion but is always, and for all time openly available to all humanity in our hearts.   

When the past is destroyed and we feel lost, Christ leads us through our Bethany of pain, and 
blessing us, opens us to the joy of the eternal love of God.  Christ leads us and God carries us.   

Armed with that love of God, we disciples can repent – turn away from our limiting, self-centred 
wailing at our Bethany - and open our hearts, where lives eternally the love of God.  And pouring 
that love on our fellow man, we do our job.  What is our job?   Practice and preach repentance and 
forgiveness.  Who should we do this for?  Everybody!  Where can this practice begin?  Even while we 
wait “for the power to come upon us”, we can begin in our own life.  In joy of the blessing of Christ, 
we can overcome the wailing and remorse and forgive ourselves for all our shortcomings that we 
know so well.  (As an exercise this week, each day, pick one of your virtues to extol. See how that 
works out for you.) How often do we forgive?  Matthew 18:22 tells us seventy times seven.  But if 
the counting gets in the way of your joy, just keep forgiving, in the name and nature of Jesus Christ. 
AMEN 

We Respond to God 
 

♫ Music for Meditation  Peace like a river  

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Lord, you called us to be your witnesses, to all the world, unafraid of what others might think or say 
about us.  We have been invited out of our darkened hideaways, into the light of your world as 
emissaries of hope and justice, peace and compassion. We pray for peace in our hearts and wisdom 
in our minds to help humanity, including our own frail selves, as we strive to see all people as God 
sees us, in the perfection of your love. 

Lord, we pray in gratitude for creation, so perfect in your love.  We thank you for honouring us with 
such a wonderful job in support of your creation … to struggle for our changed heart to forgive sin. 

We are grateful that you see our fear and doubt, our suspicion, our mistrust, and you banished 
them from our lives, replacing them with hope, peace, love, and joy.  

Lord, we are grateful for your eternal strength and compassion.   



Help us face those fears that never seem to be gone for long.  Help us to know that, through 
Christ, your love is waiting for us.   

Lord help us overcome our tragedies so that we can fulfil our purpose in your Kingdom. 

Help us see in our own hearts where we harbour anger or resentment or hatred and help us 
rise above to make only room for the love of God, forgiving.  Open our hearts to help us see 
when we are pushing people away, that our choice can be to embrace instead of repelling.     

Help us forgive. 

Lord, we bring to you in prayer our concerns for people in our community: 

We pray for peace for the family of Rory O’Connor, who passed peacefully on May 12, with his 
parents, Michael and Pauline, by his side.  Lord, hold them as they face the loss of their beloved son, 
in your love. 

The family connections are a bit muddled.  May I suggest that you merge these two paragraphs into 
the following: 

We also pray for Miriam, John & Elsie Lipscombe, John Nettleton, Cathy Harrop, Bev More, Bruce 
and Nancy.  Comfort them and their families and surround them with your loving, healing presence. 

We take this moment to name in our hearts those friends and loved ones who are suffering that 
your warmth may envelope them. 

We pray for the leaders of our country that they see that forgiveness is not weakness, but strength.   

Lord, we pray that you open the hearts of our brothers and sisters in Israel at this time when there is 
so much pain and fear and anger.  We pray that you open their hearts to help them see what can 
bind them together instead of what pushes them apart. 

We pray for the people of India as they face the destruction of their struggles in this pandemic.  

We pray for our neighbours in the United States that they can find ways to forgive their ever-
mounting differences and work together to share God’s kingdom here on earth.   

We pray for all those waiting for their first Covid 19 vaccination and give them the strength to keep 
themselves and others safe in this bizarre and trying time, knowing somehow that this too is a 
blessing from God. 

We pray for people whose financial security has been troubled by recent business closures.  For the 
people in the restaurant business whose lives are turned upside down.  We pray that each of them 
can find the blessing in their distress, knowing that all is God and even what appears to our human 
eye to be wrong contains the blessing of God’s love.   

We pray for all those communities where our support for each other is limited by the distances 
caused by the requirements for safety in this time of health crisis. 

Be with us, as we participate in ministries of healing and hope through this church, in our 
community, region, nation, and world.  Give us courage and strength to be your disciples in all the 
circumstances of our lives; for we ask this in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

 

 



♫ Closing Hymn  Called as partners

Called as partners in Christ's service, called to ministries of grace 
We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace 
May we learn the art of sharing side by side and friend with friend 
Equal partners in our caring to fulfil God's chosen end 

Christ's example Christ's inspiring Christ's clear call to work and worth 
Let us follow never faltering reconciling folk on earth 
Men and women richer poorer all God's people young and old 
Blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold 

Thus new patterns for Christ's mission in a small or global sense 
Help us bear each other's burdens breaking down each wall or fence 
Words of comfort words of vision words of challenge said with care 
Bring new power and strength for action make us colleagues free and fair 

So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life 
That surround each person's sorrow with a calm that conquers strife 
Make us partners in our living our compassion to increase 
Messengers of faith thus giving hope and confidence and peace 

Benediction  

Go now, from this place, knowing that, through Christ, we are sure that the love of God everywhere 
manifest.   

May the God of Jesus Christ give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation that makes God known to 
you. 

May the eyes of your heart see the hope of God’s call, the richness of God’s glorious inheritance for 
all humanity, and the overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is always working among and 
through us. 

In the name and nature of Christ, Go with God! 

 

♫ Postlude     Like a mighty river flowing 

 
***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Notes from the Piano  

The Psalm reading for Sunday May 16 is Psalm 1, which contains one of my favourite texts. ......they 

are like trees planted by streams of water......... When I noticed that I immediately had a plan for the 

music for that service.  Then I found out that Susan was preaching on the Ascension texts, which did 

not include Psalm 1. But I could not bring myself to abandon the theme - you could say I was 

planted.  My daily walks in the past couple months have often included walking beside ‘streams of 

water ‘-  Spencer Creek, Ancaster Creek, Spring Creek, Grindstone Creek, Marden Creek, the Speed 

River and  Cootes Paradise.  Indeed, those walks by the water ensure that my leaves do not whither.  

 


