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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome everyone, Welcome! Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service recorded for 
Sunday March 7th the Third Sunday of Lent.   

As always, there are a number of people to name in recognition for their participation in the 
service for today: Paula Papky, Terry Dempsey, Leanne Tees, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Brian 
Power; Brian Anderson and myself (Jennifer Nettleton).  

There are some items to highlight from the News & Notes for this week:  

- This week, on Wednesday at 7:30 there will be another Bread for the Body, Food for 
the Soul session led by Bob Bond on “COVID-19 as Teacher”. Full details in the 
bulletin 

- Christian Education has a challenge for the youth in our congregation!  We’d love to 
hear from you with photo submissions that reflects an interest or experience from 
the past year. See the N&N for full details, and also for our first submission from Elliot 
Briskin 



And now, as we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may 
also want to light a candle where you are. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

As we light this candle, we remember that 

In the wilderness, the presence of God was with the people of Israel 
as they followed a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
As we make our Lenten journey in 2021 
to Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond….   
We follow the light of Christ. 
May this LIGHT glow in our hearts, homes and wherever we are. 

♫  Prelude   O love, how deep, how broad, how high 
 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship   

Creator God calls us to love the earth 
for the earth expresses the beauty of God. 
Saviour God calls us to love one another 
and to remember who first loved us. 
Sustainer God strengthens our faith 
and frees us to live as covenant people. 
Let us worship God. 
 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, to this hour of worship we bring our pride, our easily distracted minds, our COVID 
worries, our failures to love you above all else and to love others as ourselves. 

Forgive our foolishness, O God.  Overturn our selfish ways.  Make us wise to your ways and 
responsive to your steadfast love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Anyone in Christ becomes a new person altogether.  The past is finished and gone; everything 
has become fresh and new.  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

♫  Opening Hymn # 434 For the beauty of the earth 
 
1. For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
2. For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 



3. For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
4. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
5. For each perfect gift of thine, to the earth so freely given, 
graces human and divine, flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Exodus 20: 1-17. 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast 
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall 
not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do 
any work--you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 
shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  

 

Psalm 19 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. Day to 
day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there 
words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to 
the end of the world. In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a 
bridegroom from the wedding canopy, and like a strong person runs its course with joy. Its rising 
is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its 
heat. The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are sure, making 
wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of 
the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the 
ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than 
gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover 



by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. But who can detect their 
errors? Clear me from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let 
them have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. Let 
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock 
and my redeemer.  AMEN 

 

♫  Musical Reflection   Tantum Ergo        Stephanie Martin 

English Translation: Therefore, we before Hm Bending this great sacrament revere: 
 Types and shadows have their ending for the newer rite is here; 

Faith our outward sense befriending makes our inward vision clear.  

Glory let us give and blessing to the Father and the Son,  
Honour might and praise addressing while eternal ages run. 
Ever too his love confessing who from both with both is one.  

(Traditional Catholic liturgy translated for this piece by Stephanie Martin) 

 
Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Judeans demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Judeans 
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Judeans and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength.   AMEN. 
 

Children’s Time A reading of The Turtle by Phoebe Gilman  
  

*Gospel Reading   John 2:13-22 

The Passover was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, 
he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the 
doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!" His 
disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume me." The Judeans 
then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Judeans then said, "This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.   

 

Sermon “Fools for Christ”  (Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

 



We Respond to God 

♫  Music for Meditation One bread, one body       Foley/Smith 
 

We Meet At The Lord’s Table 

We Share the Bread and Cup 

We celebrate communion today in our separate homes and yet we are gathered in Spirit with 
our MacNeill friends and with countless Christians across the globe to hear and enact the central 
story of our faith.  All baptized persons and all who wish to be part of the company who follow 
Jesus Christ are invited to share this meal.  We begin with The Great Thanksgiving.  Let us pray. 

Holy and Eternal God, we give thanks for the great story of creation and salvation, and for the 
presence of your Holy Spirit that sustains us, heals us, calls us to faithfulness.  We thank you for 
Jesus of Nazareth and for the stories of his life handed down to us, helping us to find meaning in 
our own lives, inviting us to follow.  For his faithfulness even unto death on a cross, we give 
thanks.  We embrace his risen life and continued presence among us in the power of the Holy 
Spirit and we make our memorial acclamation:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come 
again.  Amen. 

On the night when Jesus was arrested, he shared a meal with his disciples.  He gave new 
meaning to ordinary food and drink.  He took bread, spoke the traditional Jewish blessing, broke 
the bread and shared it, saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body which is for you.  Each time you 
do this, remember me.”   

                      (Let us eat this bread and never be hungry.) 

At the end of the meal he took a cup of wine, spoke the traditional blessing, and gave it to his 
friends saying, “Drink, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant.  Each time you drink 
this, remember me. 

                    (Let us drink the wine of salvation.) 

Let us pray.  Holy God, you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the presence of Jesus 
Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world 
united in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  Amen. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Prayers for Others 

Holy and Eternal God, we remember before you those who are sick in body or mind and ask for 
your grace, O Holy Healer. 

Especially today we pray for 19-month old Rory O’Connor as he undergoes chemo for a rare 
brain tumor.  May his parents, Michael and Pauline, and Rory’s grandparents, be comforted and 
hopeful. 

We pray for Gini’s friends, Kirsten and Rob, who are unable to conceive and deeply desire to 
adopt a baby. 

We pray Anne Blinch’s mother Rosemary, living in St. Thomas in Long Term Care and in poor 
health.  We pray for Rosemary’s comfort and we pray that Anne and her sister will be able to 
visit her soon. 



We pray for Cathy Harrop, a friend and former member of MacNeill, as she waits to hear if the 
lesion in her eye is melanoma.  We pray for her healing. 

We pray for Jean, a friend and neighbour of John and Nancy, whose house burned down and she 
must wait to have a new one built.  We pray that those around her will care for her and make 
the waiting time go quickly. 

For Bev More in Manitoba and undergoing chemo, we pray that she will be able to tolerate the 
cancer drugs and be free of disease. 

For Bruce, friend of John and Nancy, may his chemo go well and healing come to him. 

For Nancy, a friend in the community who is undergoing chemo in this time of COVID, we pray 
for comfort and healing. 

We pray for our children as they try to learn in these hard times.  May they grow in wisdom and 
strength, O God. 

We pray for the world’s children. Grant them safety from war, from hunger, from abuse, from 
neglect, that they may grow into caring and just human beings, with enough joy to make them 
love life.   

May we all find companionship on this road to the cross and beyond, that our hope will be 
sustained, our vision clear, our faithfulness unfailing, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

♫ Closing Hymn #  626   Lord of all power 
 

1. Lord of all power, I give you my will, 
in joyful obedience your tasks to fulfil. 
Your bondage is freedom, your service is song, 
and, held in your keeping, my weakness is strong. 
 
2. Lord of all wisdom, I give you my mind, 
rich truth that surpasses our knowledge to find. 
What eye has not seen and what ear has not heard 
is taught by your Spirit and shines from your word. 
 

3. Lord of all bounty, I give you my heart; 
I praise and adore you for all you impart: 
your love to inspire me, your counsel to guide, 
your presence to cheer me, whatever betide. 
 
4. Lord of all being, I give you my all. 
If e'er I disown you, I stumble and fall, 
but, sworn in glad service your word to obey, 
I walk in your freedom to the end of the way.

Benediction  

As we leave this hour of worship, may Wisdom be over and around and within us; may we be 
faithful followers of Jesus Christ; may the Holy Spirit guide us in all we do in the days ahead, until in 
the fullness of time we come into your Holy Presence.  Amen. 

 ♫ Postlude   In suffering love 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Sermon:               “Fools for Christ”                               

When you tell the church’s story to outsiders, it can sound a bit foolish.  I saw a cartoon a while 
back in which Moses is carrying down the mountain not two stone tablets but 2 tablet computers.  
And then there was one in which God sits at the computer, answering prayer, and inadvertently 
hits “reply all” instead of “reply”.  One stand-up comedian suggests that the tenth Commandment, 



“thou shalt not covet”, is completely outrageous in our time.  What would happen to the whole 
capitalist system if we didn’t covet whatever our neighbour has? 

 But we’ve always seemed foolish, we people of God, don’t you think?  Our scriptures are 
full of the fantastical, with levitations, shape-shifting, a talking snake, a chariot of fire way in the 
middle of the air, old women giving birth, men being tricked by women wearing disguises, choirs of 
angels singing to shepherds in a field abiding. It can seem like foolishness even to us sometimes!  
To outsiders it’s downright ridiculous to tell these stories as if they hold any wisdom or meaning. 

 And along comes Paul, encouraging the little church in Corinth to cling to the cross, to see 
the cross as life and wholeness and salvation.  He tells the Christians there to go ahead, be fools for 
Christ.  How foolish can we get as we show the world and each other who we are as Christians?  
Can we, even now, redefine what it means to be fools for the Gospel?  Can we be people willing to 
turn the world upside down as an expression of love for the world and for God who is steadfast in 
wisdom and in love, keeping covenant with us? 

 It’s when God’s people are fresh out of Egypt and wandering in the wilderness that God 
gives a new covenant. At its core is the gift of the Ten Commandments, beginning with “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.” This should be a no-brainer. Don’t devote your time and energy, 
don’t give honour to anyone or anything but God, the One who saved you when you were dying in 
Egypt. 

 The second commandment has already been broken by the time Moses comes back down 
the mountain.  He finds his feckless followers have built a golden statue of a bull and are bowing 
down to worship it.  When in Canaan, do as the Canaanites do.  Such foolishness. 

 Yet we can see ourselves in the story of the golden idol without much trouble.  How quickly 
do we get bored and restless and homesick?  How quickly do we get fooled into admiring, loving, 
adoring, even idolizing those things that attract us?  Some days, wouldn’t you love just to stop 
worshipping things?  To stop the whole cycle of acquiring, maintaining, repairing, upgrading, 
storing the stuff we buy?  I used to joke with my sister that whoever has the most 
yarn/fabric/unfinished projects when she dies, wins.  Foolishness, indeed. 

 Commandment #3 says:  Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.  Remember when 
we couldn’t shop on Sundays? You certainly didn’t cut the lawn or hang out laundry on Sundays.  
Maybe it’s not a bad idea to play the fool in our busy culture and take time, even a few hours, to 
honour that which is holy. I’m so grateful for these on-line services that keep us connected to what 
is real, what is holy in life. Today we have a double blessing  as we devote time to praise and 
ponder and then move to the communion table to pray, to eat and drink together, and to give 
thanks.   

 The rest of the commandments are about honouring.  Honour father and mother. Do not 
murder or commit adultery.  Do not steal.  Do not bear false witness. Do not covet. All of these 
commandments were and are a gift, a key to building strong community in the midst of a hostile 
culture. They were never meant to be applied to the whole outside world. They were to be Israel’s 
thankful response to the covenant God was establishing with them, a covenant to be honoured by 
both sides: God was never to forget to love God’s people. And Israel was to love God, to be loyal to 
the one God, to honour and to be obedient. 

 The Passover was one of three feast days that obedient male Israelites had to observe each 
year.  It was a time to travel to Jerusalem, to be rejuvenated by a larger community, for life is hard 
in an agrarian culture in the Roman Empire.  This year, heading for Jerusalem, Jesus of Galilee has 
something on his mind.   



 All four gospels tell this story but only John places it in the early days of Jesus’ public 
ministry.  So far, Jesus has stayed on home turf, Galilee.  Now he goes to Jerusalem, Judean 
territory, and goes to the Temple to worship.  There he sees a terrible disconnect.  To Jesus, the 
Temple is indistinguishable from a King’s palace.  Each has a large body of personnel.  At the 
Temple it ranges from high priests through lesser priests and Levites, to an army of soldiers, down 
to slaves and other staff.  The Temple did not exist to benefit the worshippers, but only to benefit 
some at the top.  Elites.  The 1% will benefit from the Temple tax, from these feast days and their 
offerings of money and goods. 

 That day when Jesus comes to Jerusalem, those who control the Temple are busy honouring 
themselves.  They feel pretty secure and pleased with themselves.  Everything is as usual in the 
Temple, except for the swelling crowds.  There are people doing a brisk business selling animals 
and birds for the sacrifices that were for the main ritual that happened there.  The price are 
inflated – it’s like our holiday weekend.  There are money changers to exchange the Roman coins of 
worshippers into special coins and charging exorbitant exchange rates.  And Jesus is infuriated. 

 And now we wonder if it was in his head all along to come to the Temple precisely to 
challenge it, to overturn the whole Temple culture. All along the Temple walls are heavily armed 
Roman soldiers, with little tolerance for disorder. Jesus’ disciples must have seen his actions as 
fool-hardy. He makes a whip, drives out the sheep and cattle, pours out coins and overturns the 
tables. His actions are deeply shaming to the Temple elites and his words are unmistakably 
insulting. He yells at those selling doves that poor people purchase for sacrifice.  He declares the 
Temple a holy place, not a place for elites to make money on the backs of the poor.   

 The Judeans challenge Jesus.  “Give us a sign” they sneer, trying to make him look foolish.  
But he will not be shamed so.  He turns the challenge around, answering with a cryptic riddle to 
make them look foolish, saying, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  Of course, 
they fall for it, thinking literally, thinking that Jesus is referring to The Temple that Herod took 46 
years to build.  The Judeans they don’t get it.  But what John’s church knows is that there is coming 
a temple that will honour God, an inner temple, indestructible, hidden and yet open to all, 
excluding no one, especially the poor.  How foolish is that?  It’s brilliant. 

 Recently we MacNeillites have engaged in conversations about what impact COVID has had 
on us, whether it has changed us.  Bob Bond led us through a study to open up these questions and 
share our answers.  That discussion resumes this Wednesday evening on Zoom as Jennifer 
mentioned earlier, and you are welcome to attend even if you didn’t make it to the first one.  We 
will talk about the shape of our ministry, the ministry of all of us, when COVID is over, because 
COVID has indeed changed us.  Paul has some words for us.  We don’t have to be powerful or smart 
to know how to live.  We can journey through our fear of change and of failure to a new 
faithfulness, new purpose.   

 At this time in our Lenten journey, the cross looms ahead.  The cross is the stumbling block, 
writes Paul.  What do we do about suffering, our own, the earth’s, other people’s?  We’ve had a 
year to recognize suffering on a grand scale and often we feel helpless to ease it.  But the stories we 
read in this season of Lent invite us walk alongside this Jesus who knows suffering, who knows his 
journey leads to his suffering, and yet does not flinch, does not try to find a way around it.  He 
offers us the whole of life lived with and for others.  And he offers us the Gospel.  Well, what is 
that, the gospel?  It is Jesus’ self, says John.  His body.  His blood.  His life.  His faithfulness when 
ours flags.  His spirit that speaks to God when we cannot find the words.  His love that makes a 
home right here, at MacNeill.   



 How foolish of God to trust a small church at King and Cline with the living gospel!  But as 
Paul tells us, God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength.  The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.  Amen.  


