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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service for Sunday March 28th the last Sunday of Lent, 
known as Palm/Passion Sunday 

Today, instead of a sermon today, we have a “Meditation on the Symbols of the Cross” which will 
involve narrative about and then a photo of each symbol with music specially prepared by Leanne 
and several of our talented musicians.  Credits are provided at the end of the bulletin.  

As we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may also want to 
light a candle where you are. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

As we light this candle, we remember that: 
In the wilderness, the presence of God was with the people of Israel 
as they followed a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
As we make our Lenten journey in 2021 
to Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond….   
We follow the light of Christ. 
May this LIGHT glow in our hearts, homes and wherever we are. 
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♫  Prelude   The Quiet Journey  

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship  (with verses from Psalm 118 and Mark 11) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for God’s steadfast love endures forever 
God has come, answering prayer, bringing joy and hope 
God opens the gates of our hearts, to transform our lives 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord 
This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it 
Hosanna to God, hosanna in the highest! 

Opening Prayer 

Hosanna Saviour, as we travel through Holy Week to Easter, 
we begin by waving our virtual palms and sing our praise 
as we remember your triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
We also meditate on the symbols of the cross, 
to remember the love and sacrifice of Jesus, 
and to contemplate what it means to have faith 
in the midst of suffering, loss, and injustice. 
 
Lenten God, we ask for courage to follow your Son, 
wisdom to walk the way, and strength for the journey ahead.   
And with each step along the way,  
Gracious God, we remember that this is the day that you have made!  
Help us to notice that it is filled with signs of your presence: 
your Spirit’s breath permeates every moment; 
your grace fills each experience; 
and your promises surround us, pulling us toward hope and life in you.  AMEN. 

♫  Opening Hymn # 218 Hosanna, loud hosanna 

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 
through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had held them close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

2. From Olivet they followed amid the shouting crowd, 
the victor palm branch waving and chanting clear and loud; 
Messiah, God's anointed, rode there in humble state, 
'Hosanna, in the highest!' rang out their praises great. 

3. 'Hosanna in the highest!' that ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven our King. 
Oh may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 
and in God's joyful presence eternally rejoice 

God Speaks to Us 



Children’s Time & Scripture Reading  (Mark  11:1-11) 

Palm Sunday with the Children 

• I want to say a special ‘hello’ to all the children and young people.   

• I know that your lives have been turned upside down by the pandemic and that you have 
been facing challenges ……   and sometimes difficulties …..and problems 

o Learning on-line instead of in the class-room……  
o Missing your friends 
o No sports  
o Or choir singing 
o Or cadets 
o Or other extra curriculars which speak to your own personalities and interests 
o Wearing masks all the time 
o You’ve missed seeing and hugging your granmas and granpas, and Nanas and Papas 

and Omas and Opas, and aunts and uncles, and cousins …… 

• It’s all been very, very trying, possibly boring, and possibly upsetting & worrying. 

• Maybe there have been some good parts too.  Perhaps we could call these ‘Covid blessings’. 

• It has been so good to read your messages and see your photos in News & Notes.  It makes 
us feel a bit closer. 

• Right now, at MacNeill, we do not gather in the building for our Sunday worship because of 
pandemic restrictions. 

• Instead the service is pre-recorded every Saturday morning, and just a few MacNeill folks 
gather to do the recording.   

o Leanne Tees is always here, playing the piano and leading the music 
o Garth Greaves, Bev Leslie and Brian Power are always here to with cellos and violin, 

to help the music resound. 
o Jennifer Nettleton is always here as she is MacNeill’s Coordinator of Worship  
o Brian Anderson (or occasionally Mathew or Erin instead) is the sound engineer and 

videographer. 
o Then there’s someone who sings a solo 
o And another person who reads the scripture that day 
o Oh, I almost forgot the preacher of the day – one of MacNeill’s preaching team. 

• So that’s it – around 8/9 people in the church. 

• And we miss you all so much.    

• It has been over a year since we had Bible Quest, or coffee hour, or church lunches.  

• And it’s been a while, two whole years, in fact, since we re-enacted the Palm Sunday story. 

• Today is Palm Sunday.  Do you remember that usually we gather in the narthex, to process 
the palms down the aisle of the church.  Everyone in the congregation has a small palm, and 
those at the front of the procession have really big palms and we all wave our palms 
frantically and then those at the front make an archway of the big palms and the rest of us 
walk through the archway and we place the palms down, on and around the communion 
table.  All the while singing and sometimes shouting out: ”Hosanna” “Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” 

• And we do all this to remember the story of Jesus coming to Jerusalem.  Re-enacting helps us 
remember 

• We remember this story of Jesus entering into Jerusalem with his friends the disciples.  This 
story is written in all four gospels.  At Jesus’ request, the disciples found a colt (small donkey) 
for him to ride on.   



• Jesus was greeted by a huge enthusiastic crowd, who cut down “leafy branches’/palms from 
the trees, and waved them around in welcome, just like we would wave flags today.   

• Many had high expectations that Jesus would rescue his people from the oppressive Roman 
government and army which were occupying their country.  But, Jesus came into the city on 
a small donkey or colt, instead of a fancy white horse.   That should have been their first clue. 

• Within a few days, instead of overthrowing the government, Jesus was arrested, charged 
with being a traitor and sentenced to a cruel death on the cross.    

• Palm Sunday begins Holy Week.  These next few days, millions of Christians from around the 
world will be spend time contemplating the meaning of the cross, which has become a 
symbol of wondrous love and compassion. 
Later on, in this service, we will begin our own contemplation. 

• And we all know that next Sunday we will celebrate Easter - Jesus’ defeat of death. 

• But for now, let me go back and read to you the Palm Sunday story as found in the gospel of 
Mark chapter 11: verses 1 - 11.   

• I invite you to listen and remember, and feel free to grab something to wave.  
 

Mark 11: 1 – 11 (abridged) 

• When they were approaching Jerusalem, Jesus sent two of his disciples, and said to them: 
“Go into the village ahead of you and immediately as you enter, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden: untie it and bring it.  If anyone says to you: “Why are you doing 
this?” 

• Just say this:” The Lord needs it, and will send it back here immediately.  And that is exactly 
what happened.  They were allowed to take the colt.   They brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it, and Jesus sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting: 
 “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the coming of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven.” 

• Then Jesus entered Jerusalem. 

♫  Hymn   # 231  When I survey the wondrous cross 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

3. See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Meditation on Symbols of the Cross  
The Cross       ♫ Pie Jesu 

The Bowl & Towel   ♫ Gabriel’s Oboe 



Symbols of Kingship   ♫ Surely he hath borne our griefs 

The Indictment, Hammer & Nails ♫ Adagio from Violin Sonata no. 1 in G minor BWV 1001 

The Sponge & Vinegar  ♫ Cujus animam gementem (from the work Stabat Mater) 

The Bread & the Cup   ♫ Jesus, remember me
 
 
Narrator 1:  We now turn to contemplation on the passion of our Lord, to meditation on that story 
through scripture, music and visual symbols.  
 
The Cross: What wondrous love is this! 
 
Narrator 2: Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited. But gave up his reputation, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death, even death on the cross.  
Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that, at 
the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth, and under the earth and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (Philippians 2: 5 – 11) 

Narrator 1:  

• The cross, an instrument of state execution, for those convicted of murder, banditry, 
rebellion and treason.   Crucifixion was the cruelest means to execute criminals 

• Used on a vast scale across the Roman empire. crosses were re-used over and over again to 
keep up with demand.     

• Under pressure from the religious authorities and out of fear of a popular uprising, Pilate 
reluctantly convicted Jesus of a political crime, with crucifixion as the sentence.   

• No other object so clearly symbolizes the Christian faith as the cross.  

• After the resurrection of Jesus the symbol of hatred, pain, humiliation and degradation took 
on a completely new meaning.  It became a symbol of salvation and victory over death.  

• The cross, designed by the state to instill terror and subjugation for us calls forth the 
knowledge of inexplicable grace and radical forgiveness. 

• The cross becomes a signpost to eternal life, a door to new opportunity 

• a bridge between human-kind and God, between sin and love. 

Narrator 2: As soon as it was morning the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council.  They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.  
Pilate asked him: “Are you the King of the Judeans”?  He answered him: “You say so”.   Then, the 
chief priests accused him of many things.  Pilate asked: “Have you no answer?  See how many 
charges have been brought against you”.   But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was 
amazed. 
Now, at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked.   Now a 
man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the 
insurrection.  So, the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom.    



Then he answered them: “Do you want me to release for you the King of 
the Judeans?” For he realized that it was out of jealously that the chief 
priests had handed him over.  But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
have him release Barabbas for them instead.  Pilate spoke to them again: 
“Then, what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the 
Judeans.  They shouted back: “Crucify him”.  Pilate asked them: “Why, 
what evil has he done?”  But they shouted all the more: “Crucify him!”.  
So, Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. (Mark 15: 1 – 15) 

Musical Reflection  ♫ Pie Jesu 
Translation:  Blessed Jesus, Lord, give them rest. 
  Blessed Jesus, Lord, give them eternal rest. 
 
The bowl and towel 

Narrator 1:  

• The bowl and towel 

• At his last meal, Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist and filled a bowl with water and 
washed his disciples’ feet.   

• It was the job of the lowest household slave to perform this act of hospitality.  Foot-washing 
would have taken place as the guests arrived before the beginning of the meal.   Jesus 
repeats the gesture in the middle of the meal to make a point as to his role and his example 
for all who follow.    

• Peter, ever impetuous, questioned Jesus’ action, then, for a brief moment realized its 
significance.  “I get it”,  “I need complete and absolute cleansing and new direction”    

Narrator 2: During supper, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my 
feet only but also my hands and my head! (John 13: 3 – 9) 

Narrator 1:  
The waters cleanse us with his gentle touch 
And here ……    God shows the full extent of love 
To us …  whose love is always incomplete, 
In vain we search the heavens high above 
The God of love …….   is kneeling at our feet 
Though we betray him …… though it is the night 
He meets us here … and loves us into light.  
 Malcom Guite: Sonnet for Maundy Thursday (Sounding the 
Seasons) 
 

Musical Reflection on the bowl and towel ♫ Gabriel’s Oboe 
 
 
 



Symbols of Kingship: The robe, the sceptre and the crown of thorns 

Narrator 1:  Symbols of Kingship: The robe, the sceptre and the crown of thorns 
Jesus was convicted on a charge of claiming to be King, setting himself up as a rival to Caesar, who 
ruled the entire empire.  Treason!  After the sentencing, he was handed over to an entire cohort of 
soldiers (perhaps some 80 in number) who staged a sham ceremony of coronation in the courtyard, 
taunting Jesus with symbols of kingship, a pageant solely to ridicule and mock. 

Narrator 2:  Then the soldiers led Jesus into the courtyard of the palace (that is 
the governor’s headquarters) and they called together the whole cohort.  And 
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, 
they put it on him.  And they began saluting him:” Hail, King of the Judeans” 
They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 
him.  After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him.  Then they led him away to be crucified (Mark 15: 16-20) 
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his 
cross.  It was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.  Then they 
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull).  
And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it.  And they 
crucified him and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what 
each should take.  (Mark 15: 16-24) 
 

Musical Reflection on the symbols of Kingship  ♫ Surely he hath borne our griefs 
 
The Indictment & the Hammer & Nails 

Narrator 1:  

• The Indictment and the Hammer & Nails 

• It was the custom to place a written copy of the legal charge on the 
cross.   

• This would be written in three languages: Greek the language of 
commerce; Latin the language of the Empire and Hebrew the 
sacred language of the temple-worshippers, so all could read and 
know.   

• The naming of the victim brought shame and dishonour to the family 

• Hammer and nails, tools of the carpenter’s trade, in those days as now. 

• Nails are used to hold things together, not tear apart, to construct not to destroy 

• Jesus would have been familiar with these tools, growing up in the house of Joseph.   

• Diabolically, hammer and nails were the most efficient, practical way of affixing hands and 
feet to a cross, and so, could tear down and destroy instead of build and strengthen. 

Narrator 2: It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.  The inscription of the 
charge against him read: ‘The King of the Judeans’.  And with him they crucified two bandits, one on 
his right and another on his left.  Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying: 
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple in three days, save yourself, come down from the cross!”  
In the same way the chief priests along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves 
saying: “He saved others; he cannot save himself.  Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down 
from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him. (Mark 15: 25 – 32) 
(the sound of hammering) 



 

Musical Reflection on The Indictment & Hammer and Nails ♫ 
Adagio from Violin Sonata no. 1 in G minor BWV 1001 
 
The Sponge and Vinegar 

Narrator 1:  

• The Sponge and Vinegar 

• Every Roman soldier carried a flask of sour wine as part of 
their kit.  The sour wine or vinegar served as a wound cleansing agent to promote healing.   
Myrrh was used as a medicine a mild narcotic to reduce pain. 

• As we hear the account, we are left wondering.  Was this an act of mercy on the part of a 
soldier, or, was this remedy designed to taunt Jesus’ thirst and add to his pain? 

Narrator 2:  When it was noon, darkness came over the land until three in the afternoon.  At three 
o’clock, Jesus cried out with a loud voice: “Eloi, Eloi lema sabachthani”, which means: “My God, my 
God why have you forsaken me?  When some of the bystanders heard it, they said: “Listen, he is 
calling for Elijah”.  And, someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick and gave it to 
him to drink, saying: Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down”. 
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom.  Now, when the soldier who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 
his last, he said: Truly this man was God’s son” Mark 15: 33- 29 
 

Musical Reflection on the bowl and sponge ♫ Cujus animam 
gementem (from the work Stabat Mater)   

Translation: Through her heart, His sorrow sharing, 
       all His bitter anguish bearing, 
       now at length the sword has passed. 
 
The Bread & the Cup 

Narrator 1 

• The Bread and Cup 

• Jesus the crucified, the bread of life, and the cup of salvation. 

• Break the news gently to suffering, struggling ones that Christ is nourishment to anyone who 
hungers and thirsts for life. 

Narrator 2: While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, 
and said: “Take; this is my body” (Mark 14: 22) 
Then he took the cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them and all of them drank from it.  He 
said to them: “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.  Truly I tell you, I will 
never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the Kingdom of God”. 
(Mark 14: 22 – 25) 

Narrator 1:  
Here is Bread, here is wine 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine 
Christ is with us here. 
In this bread there is healing 
In this cup there’s life forever. 



In this moment by the Spirit, 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Here we are joined in one 
Christ is with us he is with us. 
We’ll proclaim till he comes 
Jesus crucified. 
In this bread, there is healing 
In this cup, there’s life forever. 
In this moment by the Spirit, 
Christ is with us, he is with us.  (Graham Kendrick: Hymn 546) 
 

Musical Reflection on the bread and cup ♫ Jesus, remember me 
 

We Respond to God 
 

Pastoral Prayer  
Let us pray.  God, Holy Mystery, Giver of Life, Bearer of Pain, Wondrous Love, 
We tremble as we survey the Cross and attempt to grapple with its meaning of self-sharing love.   
We marvel at Your saving grace. 
We pray that our own hearts will embrace Your way of love.  
You have shown us the way.  You are the Way.  It is when we give ourselves away in love that we 
truly find ourselves and You.   
Lead us in that way.    
We thank you for the time of reflection thrust onto us by Covid, and for what this has taught us. We 
recognize that the negative effects have been uneven, and have most affected those that already 
were struggling to survive and work to support their families.  For many this has been a time of 
loneliness, loss, fear and anxiety.  Lead us as we contemplate life beyond quarantine & isolation.  
Show us how to return to post-pandemic individual and congregational life, and to life as citizens of 
this country, guided by Your compassion, love, justice. 
Save us from complacency.  
We pray for the life of the world …. our neighbourhoods and community, our country, the whole 
terrestrial ball.  Awaken the depths of compassion in us that we may be alive and responsive to one 
another’s suffering and need. 
Alert us to our own biases and prejudices which contribute to racism and all forms of discrimination 
and consideration of others as ‘other’ and alien. 
May the mind of Christ be in us.    
In Your forgiveness, we seek new beginnings 
In Your mercy, we seek healing, that we may be part of the world’s healing.   
In Your grace, we seek energy for the task of being Christ’s hands and feet in the world.  
We pray for those in and of our congregation.   
We pray by name for little Rory, his parents and family, for Cathy, Nancy, Jean, Bob, Melissa, Bev, 
Rosemarie, and we name others in our hearts and minds, and ask that all of them and their loved 
ones feel Your loving presence with them during this time of darkness, anxiety and uncertainly. 
We pray in the name of Christ our Saviour.  Amen 
 

♫ Closing Hymn #  242 What wondrous love is this 



1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
to lay aside his crown for my soul. 

2. To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while mìllions join the theme, I will sing! 

3. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and through eternity I'll sing on! 

Benediction  

As you go forth,  
May God’s presence go with you. 
May you travel this Holy Week with courage and love. 
And may the blessing of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

♫ Postlude   Ah, Holy Jesus 

 
***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

 

Meditation on the Symbols of the Cross Acknowledgements: 

Reflection prepared by: Heather Hobbs 

Poem: Malcom Guite: Sonnet for Maundy Thursday (Sounding the Seasons) 

Scripture Readings:  Philippians 2: 5 – 11; Mark 14: 22 – 25: Mark 15 :1- 39; John 13: 3 – 9 

Reflection Photos: Bruce Papky 

Video Production: Jennifer Nettleton 

Narrators: Heather Hobbs, Bruce Papky 

Biblical interpretation advisor: Ray Hobbs.  Note: This meditation was largely written for last year’s 
Passion Sunday. In the writing, I got lots of teaching and support from Ray regarding the social 
context and background of the Passion texts. All this applies even though there were changes this 
year because the lectionary texts are different. I have enjoyed re-working the text, and 
remembering everything that Ray talked about.  (HH) 



Musical Reflections:  
The Cross Piece: Pie Jesu 

Composer: Gabriel Faure 
Musicians: Bev Leslie and Leanne Tees 

 
The Bowl & Towel  Piece: Gabriel’s Oboe  

Composer: Ennio Morricone 
Musicians: Gary Fleming and Leanne Tees 

 
The Symbols of Kingship Piece: Surely he hath borne our griefs  

Composer: Antiono Lotti, written for SAB 
Arranged for 3 string by Leanne Tees  
Musicians: Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves and Brian Power  

 
4. The Indictment, Hammer & Nails Piece: Adagio from Violin Sonata no. 1 in G minor BWV 1001  

Composer: J.S. Bach 
Musician: Brian Power  

 

5. The Sponge & Vinegar  Piece: Cujus animam gementem (from the work Stabat Mater ♫)  
Composer G. B. Pergolesi 
Musicians:  Monica Knott and Leanne Tees  

 

♫ The "Stabat Mater" is a 13th-century Christian hymn to Mary, which portrays her suffering as 
Jesus Christ's mother during his crucifixion.  The work is a series of pieces. This piece is only one of 
them. The whole work is incredibly powerful.  
 
6. The Bread and the Cup  Piece: Jesus, remember me 

Composer: Jacques Berthier 
Musician: Leanne Tees 


