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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 

 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service for Sunday March 28th the last Sunday of Lent, 
known as Palm/Passion Sunday 

Today, instead of a sermon today, we have a “Meditation on the Symbols of the Cross” which will 
involve narrative about and then a photo of each symbol with music specially prepared by Leanne 
and several of our talented musicians.  Full details and credits are provided in the full version of the 
bulletin; this version is an outline of the service that includes the spoken liturgy and hymn lyrics. 

And now, as we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may 
also want to light a candle where you are. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

As we light this candle, we remember that: 
In the wilderness, the presence of God was with the people of Israel 
as they followed a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
As we make our Lenten journey in 2021 
to Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond….   
We follow the light of Christ. 
May this LIGHT glow in our hearts, homes and wherever we are. 

♫  Prelude   The Quiet Journey  
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Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship  (with verses from Psalm 118 and Mark 11) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for God’s steadfast love endures forever 
God has come, answering prayer, bringing joy and hope 
God opens the gates of our hearts, to transform our lives 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord 
This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it 
Hosanna to God, hosanna in the highest! 

Opening Prayer 

Hosanna Saviour, as we travel through Holy Week to Easter, 
we begin by waving our virtual palms and sing our praise 
as we remember your triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
We also meditate on the symbols of the cross, 
to remember the love and sacrifice of Jesus, 
and to contemplate what it means to have faith 
in the midst of suffering, loss, and injustice. 
 
Lenten God, we ask for courage to follow your Son, 
wisdom to walk the way, and strength for the journey ahead.   
And with each step along the way,  
Gracious God, we remember that this is the day that you have made!  
Help us to notice that it is filled with signs of your presence: 
your Spirit’s breath permeates every moment; 
your grace fills each experience; 
and your promises surround us, pulling us toward hope and life in you.  AMEN. 
 

♫  Opening Hymn # 218 Hosanna, loud hosanna 

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 
through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had held them close folded to his breast, 
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

2. From Olivet they followed amid the shouting crowd, 
the victor palm branch waving and chanting clear and loud; 
Messiah, God's anointed, rode there in humble state, 
'Hosanna, in the highest!' rang out their praises great. 

3. 'Hosanna in the highest!' that ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven our King. 
Oh may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 
and in God's joyful presence eternally rejoice 

God Speaks to Us 

Children’s Time & Scripture Reading  (Mark  11:1-11) 



♫  Hymn   # 231  When I survey the wondrous cross 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

3. See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Meditation on Symbols of the Cross 

The Cross       ♫ Pie Jesu 

The Bowl & Towel   ♫ Gabriel’s Oboe 

Symbols of Kingship   ♫ Surely he hath borne our griefs 

The Indictment, Hammer & Nails ♫ Adagio from Violin Sonata no. 1 in G minor BWV 1001 

The Sponge & Vinegar  ♫ Cujus animam gementem (from the work Stabat Mater) 

The Bread & the Cup   ♫ Jesus, remember me 
 

We Respond to God 
 

Pastoral Prayer  

♫ Closing Hymn #  242 What wondrous love is this 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
to lay aside his crown for my soul. 

2. To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while mìllions join the theme, I will sing! 

3. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and through eternity I'll sing on! 

Benediction  

♫ Postlude   Ah, Holy Jesus   



***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Meditation on the Symbols of the Cross Acknowledgements: 

Reflection prepared by: Heather Hobbs 

Poem: Malcom Guite: Sonnet for Maundy Thursday (Sounding the Seasons) 

Scripture Readings:  Philippians 2: 5 – 11; Mark 14: 22 – 25: Mark 15 :1- 39; John 13: 3 – 9 

Reflection Photos: Bruce Papky 

Video Production: Jennifer Nettleton 

Narrators: Heather Hobbs, Bruce Papky 

Biblical interpretation advisor: Ray Hobbs.  Note: This meditation was largely written for last year’s 
Passion Sunday. In the writing, I got lots of teaching and support from Ray regarding the social 
context and background of the Passion texts. All this applies even though there were changes this 
year because the lectionary texts are different. I have enjoyed re-working the text, and 
remembering everything that Ray talked about.  (HH) 

Musical Reflections:  
The Cross Piece: Pie Jesu 

Composer: Gabriel Faure 
Musicians: Bev Leslie and Leanne Tees 

 
The Bowl & Towel  Piece: Gabriel’s Oboe  

Composer: Ennio Morricone 
Musicians: Gary Fleming and Leanne Tees 

 
The Symbols of Kingship Piece: Surely he hath borne our griefs  

Composer: Antiono Lotti, written for SAB 
Arranged for 3 string by Leanne Tees  
Musicians: Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves and Brian Power  

 
4. The Indictment, Hammer & Nails Piece: Adagio from Violin Sonata no. 1 in G minor BWV 1001  

Composer: J.S. Bach 
Musician: Brian Power  

 

5. The Sponge & Vinegar  Piece: Cujus animam gementem (from the work Stabat Mater ♫)  
Composer G. B. Pergolesi 
Musicians:  Monica Knott and Leanne Tees  

 

♫ The "Stabat Mater" is a 13th-century Christian hymn to Mary, which portrays her suffering as 
Jesus Christ's mother during his crucifixion.  The work is a series of pieces. This piece is only one of 
them. The whole work is incredibly powerful.  
 
6. The Bread and the Cup  Piece: Jesus, remember me 

Composer: Jacques Berthier 
Musician: Leanne Tees 

 


