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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service for Sunday March 14th the fourth Sunday of Lent.   

Today we thank the following people for their participation in the service today: Terry Dempsey, 
Leanne Tees, Garry Blinch, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Brian Power, Brian Anderson and Jennifer 
Nettleton 

- Did you remember about the time change this weekend?  Spring forward to daylight 
savings time!  

- Our MacNeill virtual coffee hour is scheduled for Sunday March 14th, 12:15-1:15 daylight 
savings time!!  Garth Greaves will be our host this week, and we hope you can join us. 
Drop by to say hi, even if you only have a few minutes, we’d love to “see” you. 

- Christian Education has a challenge for the youth in our congregation!  We’d love to hear 
from you with photo submissions that reflects an interest or experience from the past 
year. See the N&N for full details and also for the submissions from our youth who have 
accepted the challenge!  There are two more featured this week! 

 

And now, as we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may 
also want to light a candle where you are. 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle 

As we light this candle, we remember that: 
In the wilderness, the presence of God was with the people of Israel 
as they followed a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
As we make our Lenten journey in 2021 
to Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond….   
We follow the light of Christ. 
May this LIGHT glow in our hearts, homes and wherever we are. 

♫  Prelude   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 
 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship   

We are a people scattered and apart since last year.   
We gather virtually from all states of being: with fatigue, discouragement, doubts, fears, and also 
with longing and hope to emerge from this COVID wilderness. 
We come, and we hear that God so loved the world 
With the love of a creator 
That God so loved the world 
With a love that lasts forever 
That God so loved the world, 
Even in a year like none other. 
Come let us give thanks to the Lord, for God is good 
and God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

Opening Prayer 

God of hope, you are the source of all healing and life.  
Your steadfast love endures forever. 
We know you are present with us, sometimes ahead leading us, and sometimes behind nudging us 
forward. 
But we can get discouraged and impatient for things to change, and in this year-long pandemic, 
we long for things to get better.  
We look to a vaccine as the answer, but deep down we know that a vaccine doesn’t cure racism, 
social injustice, poverty, and glaring disparity in our midst because of privilege.  
We need healing for more than our bodies and this health pandemic. 
We need healing in our relationships with you, the earth and within the global village of our shared 
humanity.  
So we lift our eyes to you, God of hope and healing.  
We lift our eyes to the signs of Your life among us, to the touch of your healing on our souls.  
Fill our hearts with faith, hope, healing and love. For your steadfast love endures forever. Amen 

♫  Opening Hymn # 663  God, whose giving knows no ending    (Tune: BEACH SPRING) 
 

1. God, whose giving knows no ending, From Your rich and endless store: 
Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, Costly cross, grave's shattered door. 



Gifted by You, we turn to You, Off'ring up ourselves in praise: 
Thankful song shall rise forever, Gracious donor of our days. 
2. Skills and time are ours for pressing Toward the goals of Christ, Your Son: 
All at peace in health and freedom, Races joined, the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, Lest we strive for self alone: 
Born with talents, make us servants Fit to answer at Your throne. 
 
3. Treasure, too, You have entrusted, Gain through pow'rs Your grace conferred: 
Ours to use for home and kindred, And to spread the Gospel Word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, As we heed Christ's ageless call. 
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, Serving You by loving all. 

God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 
people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 
detest this miserable food." Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by 
speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us." So 
Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on 
a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live." So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and 
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 
bronze and live.  

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22   

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever. Let the redeemed 
of the LORD say so, all those redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east 
and from the west, from the north and from the south. Some were sick through their sinful ways, 
and because of their iniquities endured affliction; they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near 
to the gates of death. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and were saved them from their 
distress; God sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from destruction. Let them 
thank the LORD for God’s steadfast love and wonderful works to humankind. And let them offer 
thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of God’s deeds with songs of joy.    AMEN 

♫  Musical Reflection   We cannot measure how you heal    

Epistle Reading Ephesians 2: 1-10 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this 
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who 
are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires 
of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which God loved us even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 
God might show the immeasurable riches of God’s grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For 
by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not 



the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what God has made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. AMEN. 
 

Children’s Time   
  

*Gospel Reading   John 3:14-21 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. "Indeed, God 
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God." 

Sermon “Healing in the Wilderness”  (Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

 

We Respond to God 

♫  Music for Meditation Wondrous Love 
 

Prayers for Others 
 
Gracious God, in the stillness of this moment, let the hush of your presence fall upon us.  
 Sometimes, O God, we feel like wanderers in the wilderness not sure which way to turn and 
feeling lost and alone. Like our ancestors in the desert, sometimes we grow impatient and lose our 
trust in you. Sometimes fear and mistrust get the best of us, and we respond harshly, or we panic, 
or we run and hide. Heal and forgive us. Sometimes, we ignore you. We know what you want us to 
do, yet we do other things. We are easily influenced by others. Sometimes we think we have to earn 
your love and we don’t feel good enough. Sometimes we think we are better than others or that we 
deserve your love and they don’t. Heal and forgive us. Sometimes, O God, we ignore you - your 
gracious love and your call to discipleship. Sometimes we live as if you were far away and had never 
come to live among us. Help us to remember that you love us, that you are always with us, that 
even the wilderness can be a place of life and of healing, and that with you we can face our fears. 
Thank you for your steadfast love. Journey with us, God of our wilderness and bring us peace. 
 Your desire is for our wholeness and well being. We hold in tenderness and prayer the 
collective suffering of our world at this time.  
 We bring before you things that trouble our world - things that bruise, that destroy, that 
crush, actions that create insecurity, greed that tears families, communities and countries apart, 
acts of injustice and war, silence that tolerates the intolerable, apathy that rouses no concern. We 
pray for peace and healing. 
 We remember the unemployed and under-employed, those who struggle to buy food and 
keep a roof over their heads.  
 We pray for those who are suffering, sometimes silently, with pain, with addictions, 
frustration, depression, with fear, long illness or the shadow of death. Take the sorrowful into your 



comforting arms, soothe the bodies of those who are in pain, quiet turbulent minds. Be near to 
those who mourn. May they know that neither life nor death can separate us from your love. 
 We pray for the ill, at home or in hospital. May they feel your healing presence. In this time 
of COVID-19, help us be calm, bolster our courage and our compassion. Give us strength to comfort 
the fearful, to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love. Help us, O God, to 
be kind, that we might help each other. 
 Hear us now as we pray in silence for those who have requested prayer: Rosemarie..., 
Bruce..., Nancy..., Bev..., Jean..., Cathy..., young Rory, his parents and grandparents... and for others 
whose names are upon our hearts ....  God, hear these our private intercessions and in your mercy 
answer, for we know that as they are voiced here, they are voiced in heaven. Come and grant the 
world, peace, healing, future.  
 We ask in Jesus’ name. He taught his disciples to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

♫ Closing Hymn #  702  Dear Christ, lifted up from the earth    (Tune: KINGSFOLD) 

1.Dear Christ, uplifted from the earth, your arms stretched out above 
through every culture, every birth, to draw an answering love. 
Still east and west your love extends and always, near and far, 
you call and claim us as your friends and love us as we are. 
 
2.Where age and gender, class and race, divide us to our shame, 
you see a person and a face, a neighbour with a name. 
May we, accepted as we are, yet called in grace to grow, 
reach out to others, near and far, your healing love to show. 

Benediction  

Go now - the healing has begun. God has seen and heard our fears. 
Go now - God has reached out with an ancient promise and the future has begun to break through. 
Go now - and trust that in this moment, Jesus Christ, God's beloved child, is folding our future into 
the promise of renewal, of re-creation, of resurrection. 
 
And now, may the love of God, the grace of Christ, and the light of the Spirit bless us and keep us, 
now and forevermore. Amen. 

 ♫ Postlude   Bless now, O God, the Journey 

 
***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Sermon:               “Healing in the Wilderness”                               

Friends, Lent is a season that takes us into the wilderness again and again. In today’s Hebrew 
lesson, we find ourselves drawn into the wilderness once more. The book of Numbers tells the story 
of the people of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the border of the Promised Land of Canaan. 
Here in Chapter 21, they have been wandering in the desert for almost 40 years. They have just 
been refused passage through the land of Edom. As a result they are forced to take a long detour. 



Aaron has just died. They end up in a battle with the king of Arad. The people of Israel are not 
happy. They are murmuring against God and Moses, whispering of rebellion. They are impatient. 
They have had it.  
 “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die here in the wilderness?” they cry. They 
complain about lack of food and water, and they detest the miserable food they do have. 
 All told, Numbers depicts five of these so-called “murmuring episodes,” wherein the Hebrew 
people grumble and complain about an assortment of perceived grievances. They don’t like the 
food; they want more water; they’re tired; they want to go back to Egypt. 
 Each episode follows a predictable pattern: the Hebrew people complain, God gets angry, 
the people realize they’ve made God angry and beg Moses to intercede on their behalf. Moses does, 
and God calms down. And out of God’s “steadfast love,” God provides them with manna, pheasants, 
and water from a rock. However, this time it is different. God sends poisonous snakes. 
 Many people die as a result of being bitten by the snakes and the people repent. The 
survivors confess that they should not have spoken against God, and ask Moses to pray that God 
might remove the snakes. Moses prays on behalf of the people, but God does not remove the 
snakes. Rather than taking away the danger, God provides a remedy—a very strange remedy—as an 
opportunity for healing. God gives Moses instructions to create a serpent out of bronze, set it on a 
pole, and anyone who is bitten by a snake can look at it and live.   
 Friends, our human instinct is to avoid pain at all costs. This is a reasonable instinct. When 
we are faced with danger, we would wish for the source of the danger to be removed. We put off 
doing the hard things of life. We repress painful memories. We refuse to talk about death. We deny 
the things we’ve done or left undone. We try to avoid anything that makes us uncomfortable. But 
God’s strange remedy does not include getting rid of the snakes, as the people requested. No, the 
snakes stay. The danger remains. Presumably, if God was able to make the snakes appear, God 
would be able to make them disappear. But that’s not the plan. It’s not going to be that easy. We 
cannot be healed or made well by running away from our problems. 
 God does not remove the danger, but does provide an antidote. The people continue to get 
bitten by poisonous snakes, but now they can look upon the serpent on the pole, and live. They are 
to be participants in their healing. God is not going to do it all for them.  
 It is significant that those who have been bitten, those who are facing death and are 
doubting God, have to look at the very thing that hurt them in order to be healed, in order to live. 
This is no magic cure. It requires something of us, something seemingly small, but something, 
nonetheless. In order to survive we must face our greatest fears and dangers. Our healing comes 
when we recognize and face our “serpents.” Only when the Hebrew people brought that which they 
feared most into full view, were they made whole. 
 Jesus, in our gospel, references this story. He has been speaking with Nicodemus, the 
Pharisee who had sought out Jesus in the cover of darkness. In the midst of a longer speech Jesus 
says, “just like Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 The Good News is that in both the Hebrew lesson and the Gospel, God’s primary concern is 
healing and redemption for God’s people. But not in a simple way that we would prefer. God’s 
healing comes from lifting up that which otherwise is the cause of our stumbling or suffering, and 
taking a clear-eyed look at it. In identifying himself with the serpent raised up on the pole, Jesus is 
foreshadowing and naming his crucifixion and resurrection as the source of human redemption. It is, 
ironically, death that will bring life. 
 Friends, when new life comes, when healing arrives, it doesn’t always look like what we think 
it will. Jesus came to redeem a broken and hurting world, but not by erasing or eliminating all that 
causes pain and brokenness; not by making life suddenly easy and pain-free.  



 Rather, through faith in Christ, our places of fear can become places of courage. Places of 
doubt can become places of trust. Places of sin... places of forgiveness. Places of falling down... 
places of rising up. Places of death... places of new life. 
 By God’s grace through faith, we are offered in Jesus an opportunity to turn away from the 
darkness that brings us down and causes us to stumble over and over again, and to turn toward the 
light. It is not an easy choice to be taken casually. It does not guarantee an easy path ahead. In fact, 
it might just make some things harder. It will require us to look at what makes us uncomfortable, 
rather than avoiding it. It requires us to look at our own complicity in our brokenness and the 
brokenness of the world, rather than trying to pass the blame and look for the easy way out. It will 
require us to come into full view of the cross and the reality of death, for it is only by looking into 
death’s dark shadow that we come to know the fullness of Christ’s resurrected life. 
 And so, let us keep our eyes and hearts open for the healing and life that Christ brings, often 
in unexpected ways. And let us recognize that places of brokenness hold a particular invitation for 
us to step toward wholeness that opens us to the healing and well-being that God desires. 
 My prayer for us in this strange and disorienting season of Lent: may we be touched by the 
grace of God who offers healing and redemption to our broken world. For indeed, God so loves the 
world. Amen 
  


