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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Hello Friends!  Welcome to our online worship service for Sunday May 30th, 2021.   

Participants involved in today’s service are Elliot Briskin, Bob Bond, Leanne Tees, Brian Power, Bev 
Leslie, Monica Knott, Garth Greaves, and myself, Jennifer Nettleton.  We also have the recording 
from last Sunday of Jordan & Jaxon leading us in our response song. 

- Announcement highlights : 

o We have our Zoom congregational meeting on Sunday May 30th at 12:15 pm to 
receive and vote on the recommendation from our Search Committee to call Susan 
St John as our as our Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care.  

o There are some noteworthy celebrations listed in the News and Notes for this 
week: 60th wedding anniversary for Gary & Ruby Purdy on June 3rd; 51st wedding 
anniversary for Paula and Bruce Papky on June 5th; and 99th birthday for Margaret 
Richardson on June 1st.  Congratulations!! 

As we begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may also want to 
light a candle where you are. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle    

We light this light 
in the name of the God who creates life 
in the name of the Saviour who loves life, 
and in the name of the Spirit who is the breath of life. 
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Let us take a moment to be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around. 
(adapted from J. Philip Newell, Celtic Treasure) 

♫  Prelude   O God of God    Old German Melody arr. M.N. Lundquist 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship   

As we gather for worship today, 
We acknowledge God the creator and life-giver; 
We listen to the words and teachings of Jesus; 
And we mingle with the Spirit’s wisdom and inspiration. 
With our hearts and minds engaged and in awe 
We come to worship God. 

♫  Opening Hymn # 299 Holy Holy Holy 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!  Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, though our eyes in sinfulness Thy glory may not see 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, Perfect in power, in love and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, Merciful and mighty, God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

Opening Prayer 

Holy Triune God, you spoke and created our world out of nothing. You revealed yourself to us in 
human flesh and pour out your wisdom to guide us. As we come to worship today, awaken us to the 
mystery of your Divine Presence as we continue to experience you in our lives.  Illumine our 
shadowed world with your Light, that we may see afresh with eyes of faith and hope. Surround us 
with Grace, fill us with Love, and lead us to Truth.  AMEN. 

 
 

♫  Sung Response  Dance with the Spirit  

 



God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his 
robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to 
another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory." The 
pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 
And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding 
a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth 
with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 
out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I 
said, "Here am I; send me!"  
 
Psalm 29  
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD 
the glory of God’s name; worship the LORD in holy splendor. The voice of the LORD is over the 
waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks 
the cedars of Lebanon. God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice 
of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD 
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest 
bare; and in the temple all say, "Glory!" The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits 
enthroned as king forever. May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless all people 
with peace! AMEN 

♫ Musical Reflection Come and seek the ways of Wisdom Ruth Duck 

 

Scripture Reading  Romans 8:12-17 
 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 
cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ--if, in fact, we suffer with Christ so 
that we may also be glorified with Christ. AMEN. 
 
 

Children’s Time 
 

There’s an old story – I suspect some of you have heard it before! – of a chicken farmer who found an 
eagle’s egg. 

He put it in with his chickens and soon the egg hatched. 

The young eagle grew up with all the other chickens and whatever they did, the eagle did too.  He 
figured he was a chicken, just like them.  He stayed in the barnyard, scratching around for corn and 



plucking it up, even as he caught a glimpse from time to time of these glorious birds (eagles!) flying 
the skies. 

He thought that scratching for corn was what he was supposed to do. So that was all that he believed 
he could do.  As a consequence, that was all he did. 

According to Paul, we are eagles (humanity is pretty-much all like that eagle), mostly sticking with 
living like chickens.  We generally keep our heads down, finding and plucking-up as much as we can 
find to fill our hungers, and going no further than that.  

To see Jesus is like looking up and seeing eagles flying, up where and how eagles are actually meant 
to be.  

In the passage just read, Paul uses another figure of speech:  He says that we can choose to be led in 
our living by the Spirit of God.  Thereby we become adopted into a different order of family with 
Jesus our brother, together with him calling God “Abba” – Daddy!   

The Church – here at MacNeill, and in congregations all around the earth – is the collection of people 
eager and glad to be in that family.  Jesus is our brother; God is our Abba. 

The trick is in getting and keeping eagles out of the chicken coop! 

  

Gospel Reading    John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." Nicodemus said to him, "How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb 
and be born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' The wind blows where 
it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 
Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? "Very 
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive 
our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 

Sermon “Provided For, and Again, and Again” 

Trinity Sunday is a 14th Century development in the Church’s celebration of the liturgical year.  It is 
the only Sunday when the Church celebrates a doctrine.   

The day, like the doctrine, has the possibility of enlightenment about it when we come to engage the 
both of them as one would an object of art (like a Picasso, like poetry, like jazz, like interpretive 
dance).  They also have shadow to them; indeed, historically the doctrine of the Trinity has too often 
been weapon-like, for instance used by Christians themselves to execute other Christians whose 



colouring was judged – by the ones with political power – to be outside the lines.  Step further away 
and you see how – taken concretely and adamantly – the doctrine makes Christianity fundamentally 
heretical in the eyes of our monotheistic siblings (… Abraham our shared father). 

To let you glimpse the dance, the art of the doctrine of the Trinity (and I’m showing you my cards 
early on, here … for a Baptist boy who was forbidden to play cards on Sunday this is radical on many 
fronts!):  [to see the dance, the art of the doctrine of the Trinity] consider the insight of John Dominic 
Crossan in the epilogue to his book, Who Killed Jesus? (1995:215):  Dr. Crossan writes, 

All religions that I have ever known or can ever imagine are trinitarian in structure. And I use 
this term very deliberately for this is how I understand the Christian Trinity.  

• There is, first of all, that ultimate referent known in supreme metaphors as … goddess 
or god, nirvana, or way.  

• There is, next, some material manifestation, some person, place, or thing … where that 
ultimate referent is met and experienced.  

• There is, finally, at least one faithful believer to begin with and eventually more to end 
with. But since there are always non-believers as well, some prior affinity must exist, as 
it were, between believer, referent, and manifestation. The spirit of referent and 
manifestation must already be present to the believer else why does one accept belief 
and another refuse it.  

There is always, in other words, a trinitarian loop involved. For me, therefore, all faith and all 
religion, not just my own Christianity, is trinitarian in nature. 
<end of quote; bullet format and emphases added> 

This may seem too much too fast.  I’m hoping, though, it functions to kick-start in your heart and 
mind and soul something of the profundity, grace and wisdom possible in this doctrine and this day.  
In any case for now I’ll pull my cards back up and proceed to play out the hand for you, one 
captivating step at a time. 

The first requirement is recognizing the boundaries of this game.  The doctrine of the Trinity cannot 
ever be about us thinking we gain a map-or-model of God, an understanding of God, a handle on 
God.  There is no such possibility.  In this vein, let me point something out, here:  In the Lord’s prayer, 
when we pray, “Hallowed be Thy name”, it is a constant reminder for Christians – functioning just like 
the refusal ever to speak the name by Jews – that the only thing God has ever provided for us to 
‘have on God’ is God’s name:  “I Am”, Jahweh.  In spite of many millennia of stories and visions, ideas 
and imaginings, we know nothing about how a Creator, Provider, Saviour, Ground-of-Being might 
look?, how God’s whereabouts might work?, how such power is even possible?, … on and on go 
questions without answers.  And do not be tripped up by woman and man being “made in God’s 
image” because every ambassador indeed every servant sent by an authority in the ancient near east 
was received, seen and heard “in the authority’s image” … the phrase is about responsibility and 
function, not build and looks.  When we talk about the Trinity, then, if we ever think we are nailing 
something-about-God down, we have essentially broken the second commandment:  “You shall not 
make for yourself an image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above…; you shall not bow 
down to them nor serve them.” 

What this day and the doctrine it celebrates do ‘do for us’ is provide not a map of God but a map 
about our experience of God.  And that experience is all on one simple and profound theme: 
Provision.   

• When you or I awaken to one means after another by which the universe pours on us what is 
needed for us not just to exist but to thrive, to recover from accidents and to heal from 



illnesses … and not just humanity but every species and every ecosystem; when we awaken to 
the earth and the universe ever-evolving, ever more diverse, ever more interconnected; then 
we are in touch with the divine-at-work … Crossan’s “referent”, the Bible’s 
Creator/Provider/Saviour God. 

• When you or I are touched by some person (or movement or other epiphany) – either alive to 
us right now or alive through sacred memory – who shows the Truth and the Way of 
Providence at work, this ‘mover and shaker’ breaking down hurdles and barriers erected by 
powermongers and hoarders, shining light to give sight where the darkness had blinded, 
making captives free, the lame dance, the dumb sing for joy, then again we are in touch with 
the divine-at-work … Crossan’s “manifestation”, the Bible’s Christ.   

• Where you or I find ourselves awakened, moved, empowered, some internal engine sparked 
to life that we didn’t even know we had in us, making clear who and what and why we are, 
aligning us not only to receive but to turn and take part in the providing, this is the third way 
we are in touch with the divine-at-work … Crossan’s and the Bible’s Holy “spirit”. 

Again, the basic, common theme throughout is the basic, common, generous, glorious reality that the 
divine-at-work is the divine providing: showering if not flooding us (and all creation) with more 
resource, more innovation, more corrective feedback, more gracious adjustment to any insult than 
we are consciously able to fathom. 

The foil (the great monkey wrench) to God’s Provision upon earth and across human history, it turns 
out, is humanity itself … we ourselves. 

Today’s readings from the Common Lectionary are all put there because they contribute to an overall 
picture of “Father”, “Son” and “Holy Spirit”.  Chosen for that reason, the intriguing thing is that they 
each also put forward humanity foiling the provision God intends. 

The first five chapters of Isaiah lay out a spiritual diagnosis of the Judeans. They have forgotten and 
forsaken the Lord (1:4); their worship is futile (1:11-17); corruption marks their leadership (1:23).  
Applied in chapter 5 is the litmus test foundational to every prophet’s ministry (“Look to people on 
the margins!), and it is thereby found that God’s providence has been maligned, greed has led to 
grave injustice: 

5:8 Ah, you who join house to house, 
   who add field to field, 
until there is room for no one but you, 
   and you are left to live alone 
   in the midst of the land! 

Isaiah chapter 6 (from which we read) introduces the current political crisis: the long-serving king 
who had brought stability has died.   

Enter, then, the young man Isaiah, a product of this time and place … he is embedded / enmeshed in 
the mess (just as we are in ours).  And so comes his heart-felt response to that magnificent every-
sense-involved ‘vision’ of the glory of God:  “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips and I 
live among a people of unclean lips.”  God attends to those lips (forgiveness being a leading edge of 
the grace of God-the-Provider at work); sin does not disqualify people from being God’s servants; in 
the words of one scholar, God here ruins the prophet’s ruination.  Isaiah is lifted out of his 
enmeshment to confront the Judeans concerning the apostacy of theirs (… the terrible error of 
systemically disrupting God’s providence for all). 

Next turn with me to Paul, writing to the Church in Rome.  Our reading this morning begins with Paul 
contrasting two ways of living. To live “according to the flesh” ends in death, while living by the 



power of the Spirit leads to life.  “According to the flesh” means living for that which is transient, 
pursuing self-interests.  Think of “creature comforts”; recognize just how boundless they are, and 
how relentlessly they can be pursued.  No thought to stewardship or justice.  The consequence is 
“death” … a dying of the self God intends. 

The alternative is to “put to death the deeds of the body.”  Please realize that Paul doesn’t see 
physicality as sinful; rather, in Paul’s conceptualization, the body is the place where sin seeks to rule 
(Romans 6:12; 8:10); the body is open to failure.  “By the Spirit,” Paul writes, the believer can 
overcome (Romans 8:13), and the ethics of Providence (the justice, the righteousness, the “provision 
for all”) are forthcoming:  “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25). 

This morning’s ultimate drama, though, is the story of Jesus and Nicodemus.  I love the entry into this 
story that Nancy Rockwell wrote for Americans back in the March 5, 2017, edition of Progressive 
Christian; I am going to quote her at some length for you: 

… [W]hat Nicodemus was coming from [enmeshed in!], on his side of town, was a mess very 
much like the one we are in.  Pontius Pilate, Herod and Caiaphas were in charge of the nation’s 
life, and it was a rather recent arrangement that had brought the three of them together.  They 
were the Bannon, Sessions and Trump of first century Jerusalem. 

It would be hard to say who now would be which then.  But together they then possessed the 
disdain for human suffering, the elitism, the willingness to inflict a lot more suffering and 
displacement in order to establish their idea of order, and the greed, that are at work in the 
operating cohort of our time.  <Remember this is from 2017!> 

Nicodemus was a decent man.  He’d been working in government for some years now, always 
with the hope that things would get better, that people would pull together in the values that 
were central to Judaism, and preserve the culture and life of the nation. 

Lately though, and especially since Pilate arrived, even Nicodemus’ optimism was flagging. 

And he kept hearing rumours about the man Jesus.  Rumours carried by hard and bitter men 
who were usually at his ear asking him to rid them of this Roman and the fake king.  Rumours 
carrying hope, hope he hadn’t heard from his contacts in years. 

Out Nicodemus went then, to listen for himself.  Half disbelieving, half aching to find what he’d 
heard was true. 

And when he asked Jesus, appealing to his powers of wisdom, what he had to do to survive this 
mess, Jesus said he had to stop believing his roots in the system were going to sustain him, and 
instead he had to root himself in something entirely separate from that:  in God [and God’s 
Providence].  He had to be ‘born’ from above.  <end of quote; square bracket added> 

I’ll conclude our focus on Nicodemus with another small quote by Andrew Prior, writing for the 
website, “One Man's Web”: 

Nicodemus is … testimony to the fact that even if we are learnèd, even if we are listed among 
the rulers of our roost, we need to be reborn.  In John's Gospel, Nicodemus is a great figure of 
hope for us, for fully embedded in his tradition, part of a leadership which, in the main, did 
reject Jesus, he is not only able to look up at Jesus upon the cross— it is by this that we shall 
live, John [the Gospel writer] says — he also climbs the cross and carries down Jesus' body. Will 
we be as thoroughly reborn? 

The Doctrine of the Trinity, and this Festival Day that celebrates it, is all about God’s provision.  We 
experience it directly and constantly in the Universe fashioned-by-God; we experience it mediated in-



and-through anointed ones who come alongside to bless and guide us; we experience it in a 
‘percolating’ – indeed, a rising up until its empowerment overflows! – from within.   

What’s more, this day we get to locate ourselves in the ongoing human story where desire and greed 
for power and holdings distorts Providence’s universal design.  In the course of which we hear Paul’s 
call:  “If by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live”; an echo of Jesus’ own call: 
“You must be born from above.” 

I’ll say it again:  The trick is in getting and keeping eagles out of the chicken coop! 
Amen. 

We Respond to God 
 

♫ Music for Meditation  Praise God    arr. Phillip Keveren 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
We pray to Jahweh / “I Am” … 
before, beneath, behind, beside, within and through  
everything that has been, is now and ever shall be. 
How brilliant your design, and glorious your work!  How abounding the provision we have because of 
it.  We thank you. 

Especially we thank you that the proverbial corner we humans continuously box ourselves into, an 
outcome of foolish greed, has also been provided for, by you, in sending prophets and judges, wise 
ones and healers, ultimately Jesus our best Guide, to embody and lead your saving of humanity.   

And we thank you that – in making us – your imprint endures, and so your spirit, from the very core 
of our being, rallies us to involvement in your way-upon-the-earth. 

God, we pray for the earth, knowing  

- its economy on the best days leaves the majority without their share,  
- its politics on the best days leaves the majority with no voice,  
- its industry on the best days further scars the planet and depletes global resources,  
- its societies on their best days are nowhere near living with love for the least.   

We acknowledge and bless you for those efforts that try and sometimes succeed in better 
stewardship, greater care, and truer love; we confess that too often even these have a shadow side 
increasing the sinful gulf between privileged and poor.  God, it is as clear as it ever has been that the 
world needs saving.  It is as clear as it ever could be how the Christ, in not only manifesting you and 
your will but dying to fulfil divine integrity, is the saviour, and we ought to follow in Christ’s Way.  
Give us minds and hearts, hands and feet, ears and mouths to do so. 

We pray for those in our fellowship, families, neighbourhoods and other communities who live in the 
shadow of sickness, loss, injustice, unfulfillment, fear, poverty, alienation, hopelessness.  God, let 
your spirit – the most intimate of your provisions – be known and recognized by them, every one.  
We think of Anna’s sister Miriam, her sons and broader family; John and Elsie Lipscombe; John 
Nettleton; Cathy Harrop; Bev More; Bruce; Nancy; Charles and Cheryl … and we pray, individually, for 
people we alone know to uphold.  Let our actions towards these be providential as we go forward to 
love and serve in the name of Christ. 



We sum our prayers in the words Jesus taught us to say together …  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us, this day, our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 
Forever and ever.  Amen. 

♫ Closing Hymn #  291 Thou whose almighty word 

1. Thou whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard 
and took their flight, hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day sheds not its glorious ray 
Let There Be Light! 

2. Saviour who came to bring on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, now to all humankind 
Let There Be Light! 

3. Spirit of truth and love, lifegiving, holy Dove, 
speed forth thy flight; move o'er the waters' face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, and in earth's darkest place 
Let There Be Light! 

4. Blessed and holy Three, glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, through the world, far and wide, 
Let There Be Light! 
 

 

Benediction  

Go now into this day, and this week, with God. 

Be clear about divine Providence in every breath, every moment there is. 

Know yourself commissioned, in Christ, to shine light where there is darkness, lift burdens, release 
captives, tear down walls until God’s Provision is available everywhere;   

To this end, may the grace, love, inspiration and joy of the Spirit be yours, now and always.  Amen. 

♫ Postlude   Glory to God   Melchoir Vulpius arr. M. N. Lundquist 

 
***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

 


