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MACNEILL BAPTIST CHURCH  

 

1145 King Street West, Hamilton  ON L8S 1L9  www.macneillbaptist.ca  Ph: 905-528-2861 

email: macneillbaptistchurch@cogeco.net 

 

 

Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 

Hello Friends!  Welcome to our online worship service for Sunday May 23rd , 2021.   

Participants involved in today’s service are Elliot Briskin, Jordan & Jaxon Purdy, Terry Dempsey, Lynn 
Bond, Leanne Tees, Brian Power, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Jon Purdy and myself, Jennifer 
Nettleton.   

- Announcement highlights : 

o We have our Zoom Coffee Hour on Sunday May 23rd at 12:15, with Bev Leslie 
hosting our time of fellowship and conversation 

o And then the following Sunday, May 30th we have our congregational meeting 
also at 12:15 pm by zoom, where we will receive the recommendation from our 
Search Committee to call Susan St John as our as our Minister of Worship and 
Pastoral Care  

Today is the Day of Pentecost, a day when we celebrate and recognize the work of the Spirit in the 
world and our lives. The Spirit is calling us together…let us prepare our hearts to worship God. As we 
begin our worship, and we light our Christ candle here in the sanctuary, you may also want to light a 
candle where you are. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle   
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We light this light 
in the name of the God who creates life 
in the name of the Saviour who loves life, 
and in the name of the Spirit who is the breath of life. 

Let us take a moment to be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around. 
(adapted from J. Philip Newell, Celtic Treasure) 

♫  Prelude   Veni Creator Spiritus    arr. H. Willan 

Together, We Come to God 

Call to Worship   

In the beginning, God created heaven and earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 
Wind swept over the void, breathing life into all creatures.  
Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 
On the day of Pentecost, the breath of God danced  
as fire and inspired speech in a multitude of languages. 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come!   
The people were bewildered, astonished, amazed! 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come!   
The Spirit is in our midst, breathing new life and vision,  
and inspiring us with hope, peace, joy and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come!   

♫  Opening Hymn # # 371 Love divine, all loves excelling 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, oh breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest; 
take away our love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return and never, never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee, without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation perfectly re stored in thee, 
changed from glory into glory till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. 
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Opening Prayer 

Spirit of Life, Breath of God, wind that moves over the earth, open us to the wonder of your 
presence in each ray of sunshine and every waving branch and blossom. We are here in this time of 
worship to experience the transforming ways of your wisdom and love, through music, word, and 
silence. Wind of God, breathe upon us and fill us again with your Spirit. Unite us in a creative love 
that includes others, celebrates difference, and brings glory to God. Amen. 

 

♫  Sung Response  Dance with the Spirit 

 

God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I 
answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the LORD." So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD. Psalm 104:24-34, 35b O LORD, how 
manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small 
and great. There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. These all look to you to 
give them their food in due season; when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your 
hand, they are filled with good things. When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take 
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away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When you send forth your spirit, they are 
created; and you renew the face of the ground. May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the 
LORD rejoice in his works-- who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and 
they smoke. I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice."  
 

Psalm 104:24-34,35b 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things 
both small and great. There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. These all look 
to you to give them their food in due season; when you give to them, they gather it up; when you 
open your hand, they are filled with good things. When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When you send forth your spirit, 
they are created; and you renew the face of the ground. May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
may the LORD rejoice in his works-- who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the 
mountains and they smoke. I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while 
I have being. May my meditation be pleasing to God, for I rejoice in the LORD. Bless the LORD, O my 
soul. Praise the LORD!  AMEN 
 

♫ Musical Reflection Breathe on me breath of God   F. Bock/E. Hatch 
 
New Testament Reading  Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds 
of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But 
others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon 
my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 
AMEN. 

Children’s Time 



5 | P a g e  
 

 
Gospel Reading    John 15:26-27;16:4b-15 

"When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes 
from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me 
from the beginning. "I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' But 
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to 
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin 
and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. "I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that 
the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

Sermon   The Breath of Life 

Our Hebrew lesson is one of the most imaginatively dramatic readings in all of scripture: Ezekiel’s 
vision of the valley of dry bones. This vision reminds every generation that God not only gives life 
but restores life, that death will not have the last word, even when all the signs of life have been 
taken away. 

Ezekiel was a young Temple priest when, in 597 BCE, the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, invaded 
Judah and carried the leading citizens of Jerusalem to exile. There in Babylon, Ezekiel received his 
call to be a prophet. A person of deep faith and great imagination, many of Ezekiel’s insights came in 
the form of visions, and many of his messages were expressed in vivid symbolic actions. 

In 586, fateful news came to the prophet. The city of Jerusalem and the Temple had been 
destroyed. The people in exile wondered aloud if God had abandoned them. 

The vision of the valley of dry bones being re-clothed with flesh is the prophetic answer to that 
question. In a strange valley, the prophet sees bones. These bones are not only dead, they are “dry,” 
that is, completely, utterly without life. The desiccated, disjointed bones exemplify the utter 
despair, the physical and spiritual frailty of the exiles. 

The initial conversation between God and Ezekiel poses the most urgent question of faith. “Can 
these bones live?” In other words, can the power of life override the reality of death?  

The prophet’s response is not an evasion, but rather an acknowledgment of the source of life, “O 
Lord God, you know.” Only God can answer, because only God has the power to make life happen. 
This is the God of Israel, the Creator, the one who brought a people to birth from a childless couple, 
who freed their descendants from slavery in Egypt and entered into covenant with them.  

Ezekiel’s vision is given for a people who have lost heart, who are suffering a death of the spirit, a 
living death in exile in a foreign land.  

God tells the prophet to speak to these bones, saying, “I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live.” God promises not only sinew, flesh and skin, but most importantly, God calls the breath to 
come from the four winds and breathe upon the slain. This is the life-giving Spirit of God which God 
breathed into humans at creation.  
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To people who consider themselves as good as dead, Ezekiel speaks of life and restoration. In the 
valley of the shadow, that dry, distant place where abandonment and hopelessness hold sway, God 
breathes hope into the hopelessness, life into the lifeless, possibility where there is nothing, and 
calls the people home.  

Friends, at some point, all of us stand in the valley of dry bones. We end up there through various 
circumstances – the loss of a relationship, the death of a loved one, the loss of our health, the loss 
of health of a loved one, the loss of employment and financial security. Sometimes we wake up one 
day and wonder who we are and where we are going, exiles in our own home. Regardless of what 
takes us into that valley, we stand there, surrounded by bones, looking at the structures that once 
seemed to support life and we want to know, “Can these bones live?” 

God’s answer to our question is always “yes.” “Yes. Not only can these bones live, they will live.” 
God says, “Prophesy to the bones, and I will cause breath to enter you, you shall live and know that I 
am God.” God breathes, and we live.   

God’s language is always one of creation and life. That is the word God speaks to Ezekiel as he 
watches the dry bones come to life. God’s word has never ceased to be spoken. 

It was spoken at the beginning, when God took dust from the ground and breathed humanity into 
being. 

It was spoken when the breath of God parted the Red Sea and blew God’s people through the 
wilderness to a new life in the promised land. 

God’s breath came upon Mary so that the child to be born would be holy and called the Son of God. 

It was spoken again on the day Jesus was baptized and the Spirit, like a dove descended, and the 
voice declared, “You are my son, the beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The breath of God gave voice to Jesus’ teaching and preaching of the good news to the poor, release 
to the captive, sight to the blind, and to let the oppressed go free. 

The breath of God swept through Jesus’ tomb, defeating death, and proclaiming, “He has been 
raised. He is not here.” 

That same word was spoken on the day of Pentecost as the disciples were all gathered in one place 
and the winds of change began to blow through them and fill them. Let us think of Pentecost as 
God’s way of being and acting, speaking the language of life and creation. 

Friends, Pentecost does not celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit as if it had previously been 
absent. Rather, Pentecost celebrates another coming of the Holy Spirit. It is no longer limited to 
particular people or events. It is revealed and made public, available to all, men and women, young 
and old, you and me. No one is left out. 

Every time we hear and trust God’s word, Pentecost is present. Every time the dry bones of our life 
and world encounter God’s outpouring of Spirit, it is Pentecost once again. Pentecost is not simply a 
one-time event in history and God’s word is not limited to Biblical stories. It is the abiding and 
transforming presence of God’s life with us and in us. Wherever life is being created, renewed, put 
back together, or inspired the Spirit is present. God is breathing, and creation and life have been 
accomplished. 

The miracle of Pentecost is that God breathes and fills hearts, souls, minds, and bodies with his own 
spirit and life. God breathes and his extraordinary power fills and works in ordinary people, in 
ordinary ways, transforming life. God breathes, and we live.  
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Every breath of God speaks language. If life and creation are God’s language, then they are to be our 
word also. It is a language we already know and experience. It lives deep within us. (It is our gospel’s 
Spirit of Truth,  that Spirit which keeps us from thinking that our own individual stories are 
disconnected from the lives of others. It is God’s word guiding us in our work for peace, justice and 
equality.)  

Friends, the wind of heaven, the breath of God, the Holy Spirit, now fills our lives, our being and 
existence. God breathes, and we live. God breathes, and we are re-created. The deeds of God’s 
power are not just words we hear, they are the lives we are to live. They are lives of love and self-
giving, forgiveness and reconciliation, generosity and compassion, healing and wholeness, prayer 
and holiness. 
 May the prayer of each one of us be:  
 “Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew,  
 that I may love what thou dost love,  
 and do what thou wouldst do.” Amen 

We Respond to God 
 

♫ Music for Meditation  Spirit of the living God   arr. C.  Alexander 

Pastoral Prayer 
Let us pray… 

Gracious and merciful God, we thank you for your goodness and love, for your presence in our lives. 
We are your children: never forgotten, never deserted, always forgiven, always loved.  

On the day of Pentecost, your Spirit fell like tongues of fire. It filled those who were empty, it 
empowered those that were weary. It brought together those that were divided. It reassured those 
who were afraid. May we know that power within our own lives. Fill us with your Spirit, O God. 

Spirit of Gentleness, in the quiet of this moment, we listen to you now. We listen for the still, small 
voice speaking from deep within us. Let peace, like a river, fill our souls.  

Spirit of Calm, you have been beside us all our days, guiding and supporting us. We thank you for 
your infinite love. Help us to share your love with others who do not know, or cannot feel it. Give us 
tongues that burn with passion to speak your love, and lives lighted from within by your redemptive 
purpose.  

O God, as your Spirit came as a gift to those first disciples, may your spiritual gifts continue to come 
to the world. Grant us the gifts of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 

Spirit of Healing, Spirit of Truth, you see the suffering, injustice and misery in the world. Come close 
this day to those who are discouraged. Take the sorrowful into your arms. Soothe the bodies of 
those who are in pain. Quiet the minds of those who are worried, disappointed, in despair, made so 
much keener because of the isolation due to the corona virus pandemic. 

Spirit of righteousness, look mercifully on the poor, the oppressed, and all who are heavy laden. Fill 
our hearts with deep compassion with those who suffer. Increase the spirit of neighbourliness 
among us, that in difficulty we may uphold one another; in calamity, serve one another; in suffering, 
tend one another; and in loneliness or exile, befriend one another.  



8 | P a g e  
 

God hear now our intercessions for those who have asked for prayer.  We remember John and Elsie 
in England, Jennifer’s Uncle John, Cathy, Bruce, Bev and Nancy ... With these, we name others 
including the people of India and the people of Israel and the Palestinians, all people living in fear 
and conflict. ... God hear our silent  prayers  ... 

God we offer our intercessions in the name of  Jesus Christ. He taught his followers to pray saying:  
Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil for thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen    

♫ Closing Hymn # 399 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 

Refrain:  

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,  
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons you called to each thing; 
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 

2. You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand 
and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 

3. You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,  
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 

4. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions your people arise. 

Benediction  

Friends, we have opened our hearts to God on this day of Pentecost. As we depart from worship let 
our breath give life to others and to all God’s creation. Let God’s Spirit breathe into us with 
goodness and breathe out of us in love. With our every breath and with the breath of all that lives, 
let us give praise to God. 
 
Go now in the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

♫ Postlude   O holy Spirit, truth divine   Orlando Gibbons   

 
***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 


