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Welcome/Life of the Fellowship 
 

Welcome to MacNeill’s online worship service recorded for Sunday January 31st. We are glad 
you are with us today.   

A number of people have been involved in preparing worship this week:  Terry Dempsey, Bob 
Bond, Leanne Tees, Lynn Bond, Brian Power, Heather Briskin, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves, Brian 
Anderson and myself.  

- May I remind you that our annual Church meeting will take place on Wednesday 
February 10th at 7:30 by zoom.   

- Leanne has included “Notes from the Piano” about the prelude and postlude for 
today’s service. 

 

And now, as we light our Christ candle, you may also want to light a candle for worship, as we 
pause in the presence of God. And may this LIGHT bring calm and stillness to our hearts as we 
prepare to worship.   

oJ a[giov tou~ qeou~ 

“The Holy One of God” 

Mark 1:23 



 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

♫  Prelude   Candlemas Eve         Oxford Book of Carols       
 

Together, We Come to God 
 

Call to Worship  

Come, and praise God! 
Together in the company of God’s people, 
let us give thanks to God! 
We gather to listen, to speak, to worship, and pray. 
All around, the handiwork of God surrounds us.  
Our God is gracious and compassionate; 
our God is merciful and forgiving 
our God is faithful and trustworthy, 
our God is just and good. 
Come, let us worship God together. 
 
Prayer of Approach 

God, you send prophets to your people, with messages to teach us your ways: 
to care for the vulnerable, to care for the earth and to care for each other.   
And you sent us your Son Jesus, who taught with such authority, 
Showing us the way to seek peace and love justice. 
Speak to us today, open our hearts and minds to see your ways anew. 
Speak to us with love, with hope, and with strength, that we might hear you and be whole.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

♫  Opening Hymn # 377  Come, children join to sing 
 
Come, Children, join to sing; Alleluia! Amen! 
Praise to  our Servant King; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice saved by his gracious choice  
Now in this place rejoice, Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
Christ calls his people friends; Lost, outcast he defends 
With love that never ends, Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Praise yet our Christ again, Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven's blissful shore, His goodness we'll adore 
Singing forevermore, "Alleluia! Amen!" 
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God Speaks to Us 

Scripture Readings  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 
shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the 
day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die." Then the LORD replied to me: "They are right in what they 
have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my 
words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 
Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will 
hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to 
speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak--that prophet shall 
die.  
 

Psalm 111   

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation. Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in 
them. Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. He has 
gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the LORD is gracious and merciful. He provides food for 
those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant. He has shown his people the power of 
his works, in giving them the heritage of the nations. The works of his hands are faithful and 
just; all his precepts are trustworthy. They are established forever and ever, to be performed 
with faithfulness and uprightness. He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his 
covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever. 

♫  Musical Reflection   Wade in the water   arr. Mark Hayes 
 
Children’s Time   
  
*Gospel Reading   Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried 
out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God." But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of 
him!" And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 
They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching--
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." At once his fame 
began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.  

 

Sermon One with Authority       (Full sermon can be found at the end of the bulletin) 

We Respond to God 

♫  Music for Meditation His eye is on the sparrow         arr.  Philip Keveren 
 

 



Pastoral Prayer Let us pray 

God of grace and glory, binder of wounded spirits, healer of the broken hearted, we thank you 
for your compassion and mercy. You pour your love into all creation, and you invite us to share 
your life. Fill us with your Spirit that we may reflect your light, not through wisdom, wealth or 
power, but through doing justice, loving kindness and living humbly with you.  

God, in this world so full of bitterness, selfishness and indifference, fill us with the power of 
your grace, and forgiveness and hope, and make us bold enough to share your unconditional 
love with people everywhere. Give us a broad vision of our responsibilities to one another, both 
friend and stranger, so that we will have compassion enough to meet one another’s needs. 
Lead us to plant the seeds of concern in the hearts of others and to tap the wells of generosity, 
so that hands and hearts may be opened to do your will.  

God, help us to live as people who have been forgiven a great debt. Help us to be gentle with 
those who are weak and to walk softly with those in pain. Help us to speak encouragingly to 
those who are confused and lost, and kindly to those who are troubled. Let your truth be 
shared through our lips and lives, so that the world may be changed for someone. Deliver us 
from causing pain by thoughtless words or actions. Give us the ability to see all persons as our 
brothers and sisters, no matter their origin or circumstance in life. Help us to be ministers of 
mercy and ambassadors of truth as we bring good news to our world in Jesus' name. 

Gracious God, hear us now as we pray for others.  

We pray for those who mourn. We ask that they may know your healing strength, and know 
that underneath them are your everlasting arms. May they know that neither life nor death can 
separate us from your love. 

We pray for those who are ill, those who are lonely, those in despair and those whose hearts 
are aching. Grant them comfort and a hope that surpasses all human understanding. 

We pray for all affected by COVID-19, for all healthcare workers, researchers, and so many 
others that through their skill and insights many will be restored to health. We remember all in 
essential services. We pray for the vulnerable and the fearful, for the gravely ill and the dying, 
the isolated and housebound. We pray for those whose livelihoods are threatened, for those 
without employment, who are fearful of what lies ahead. 

We pray for our families. By all that we do and say, help us to build up the faith and confidence 
of those we love. When we quarrel, help us to forgive quickly. 

Hear us now as in silence we remember those who have requested prayer - Nancy, Bev, Bruce, 
Jean and Rosemarie and also those whose names are written upon our hearts ... 

Merciful God, have regard to our intercessions, answer them according to your gracious will. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 
 

♫ Closing Hymn  Hope of the World   Tune: LONDONDERRY AIR 

 
Hope of the world, O Christ of great compassion: 
       speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent; 
save us, your people, from consuming passion, 
       who by our own false hopes and aims are spent. 
Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven, 



       bringing to hungry souls the bread of life: 
still let your Spirit unto us be given 
       to heal earth's wounds and end her bitter strife. 
 
Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways, 
       showing to wandering souls the path of light: 
walk now beside us, lest the tempting byways 
       lure us away from you to endless night. 
Hope of the world, O Christ, o'er death victorious, 
       who by this sign did conquer grief and pain: 
we would be faithful to your gospel glorious; 
       you are our Lord, and you forever reign! 
 
 
Benediction  

Go out from this time of worship to a world fully know by God. 
Where there is fear, remember the authority of Christ Jesus. 
Where there is need of love, give it. 
Where there is pain, bring peace. 
For we are loved by the One who redeems and freed to live by the Word of Life. 

Go in peace knowing wherever you go God is there ... so whatever happens you are not alone. 
Amen. 
 

 ♫ Postlude        Joys Seven       Oxford Book of Carols 

 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

 Notes From the Piano  

The Prelude and the Postlude were both taken from the Oxford Book of Carols to be sung for 
the Christian celebration of Candlemas. Candlemas is Feb 2 and is celebrated in some traditions 
to remember the occasion of the Christ child’s presentation at the temple. The reason I chose 
Candlemas Eve seems self- explanatory. Joys seven, the text set to this Celtic tune, walks 
through seven ‘Joys of Mary’ as she watches her son grow and become the man that he was – 
including the presentation and two verses referencing healing stories.  

Also, from this event we have Simeon’s Song - the Nunc Dimittis: 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
For my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared before of all your people;  

to be light to lighten the nations, and to be the glory of your people. 
~from Luke 2 

 
Interestingly, February 2nd is also the Pagan holiday of Imbolc, which marks the halfway point 
between the Winter Solstice and the Vernal Equinox. It is around the time of year that those of 
us in the Northern Hemisphere start to notice the longer days and the returning of the light.  

The theme of Light on this day is present in both traditions and I wanted to mark it with music.  
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***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 

Sermon:   A Meditation on Mark 1:21-28.   “One with Authority” 

 This story of exorcism appears in Mark’s gospel as the first public act of Jesus’ ministry 
after his calling of the disciples and as his first healing miracle. The setting is Capernaum, a 
fishing community located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was a city of 
about ten thousand people and lay along a major trade route. Capernaum is very important in 
the gospels. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and he grew up in Nazareth, but when he began his 
public ministry he left Nazareth and made Capernaum his home base.  

 Because it was a large city, Capernaum had a major synagogue. Archaeologists have 
uncovered the ruins of a synagogue dating from the 2nd to 4th centuries. Under the floors of 
those ruins lie the remains of a black basalt stone floor of an earlier synagogue – undoubtedly 
the floor on which Jesus frequently stood to preach.   

 The synagogue was the centre of religious life for the Jewish people. A person might 
visit the temple in Jerusalem each year, but the local synagogue was where people gathered 
weekly on the Sabbath for worship. Worship included prayers, the singing of Psalms, various 
readings from the Scripture, and a sermon or teaching from the Scriptures. 

 The leaders of the synagogue were the ones who oversaw the teaching ministry and the 
proceedings of the synagogue. If someone came to visit—such as a scribe or a priest or a noted 
Pharisee—a synagogue ruler would typically invite the guest to come forward and share a word 
of exhortation to the people. It must be that Jesus had been invited by the leader to step 
forward and share a message with the people. 

 Mark does not tell us what Jesus taught that morning. The emphasis is not on the 
teaching but rather on how he taught. It was apparent that he was no ordinary teacher. The 
point made is that Jesus taught with authority. The word for authority in the original Greek 
denotes the right to exercise power.  

 We tend to associate authority with the word “power,” but there is a distinction 
between the two terms. Someone could exercise power without the legitimate authority to do 
so. Authority is something that is vested in someone; it is conferred upon the person to act with 
power for a legitimate cause. And Jesus has it. He has divine authority to exercise power for the 
purpose for which he was sent. 

 As Jesus teaches, he is confronted by a man who is possessed with an unclean spirit. The 
spotlight in the story, however, is not on the possessed man himself about whom we know very 
little, or even on the healing. Rather, the focus is on Jesus – specifically with his confrontation 
with the unclean spirit, and on the crowd’s amazed response to the authority with which he 
exercises both his teaching and his healing. 

 In Mark’s gospel, stories of Jesus’ teaching and healing often occur in an integrated and 
intertwined way. Jesus’ healing is frequently an extension of his teaching, an extension that 
brings into reality that which his teaching proclaims. 

 In today’s Hebrew lesson, the Israelites are told that one of the ways in which they can 
discern between true and false prophets is that true prophets not only speak a word from the 
one true God, but their words also take place or prove true. Jesus is clearly portrayed here as a 
true prophet, one whose deeds actually perform what his words proclaim. 

 The onlookers marvel over Jesus’ authority because of this mutual reinforcement 
between the message Jesus brings and the deeds he performs. Jesus not only says: he does. 



Jesus not only knows: he is. Jesus not only proclaims: he brings into being. In Jesus the people 
are confronted with the very in-breaking of God’s coming reign, and such an in-breaking brings 
with it a different kind of authority than they have witnessed before. 

 At the time when Mark was written, people of faith were well aware of what it was like 
to live under false and oppressive authorities. 

 Politically, the Jews were living under Roman rule, denied the rights of self-governance, 
and subjugated to many Roman laws which they considered unjust and discriminatory. Some 
Jews, such as the Zealots, were so furious about living under Roman rule that they openly 
advocated its violent overthrow. 

 Economically, the rural people of Palestine were living in increasing disparity between 
the rich and the poor. As with most colonial powers, Rome siphoned off the best of the wealth 
and resources of the land, leaving the people who actually worked it with little. And, of course, 
the leaders who were loyal to Rome were well rewarded financially, while those who were not 
suffered increasing debt and poverty. 

 Religiously, the people of Palestine had also fallen upon hard times. The religious 
authorities of the day such as the Pharisees, Sadducees and the scribes, enforced strict holiness 
codes that deemed many people, including the sick, the possessed, and women, to be unclean 
in the eyes of the larger worshiping community. The boundary lines between insiders and 
outsiders were drawn sharply, so that many ordinary people found themselves relegated to 
outsider status by virtue of circumstances over which they had no control, such as gender, 
physical or mental health. 

 Is it any wonder that the people marveled at Jesus’ authority given their experience with 
these other authority figures? 

 No doubt these worshipers were astonished by Jesus’ blatant disregard of the holiness 
codes of his day. Instead of avoiding the man who approached him with an unclean spirit, Jesus 
stopped and engaged him in conversation. By so doing, he not only risked contaminating 
himself, but also validated this man and his presence in the synagogue. By breaking through the 
boundary lines of who was considered an outsider, Jesus offered a different kind of authority, 
an authority in which the unclean and marginalized are seen, heard and even healed.  

 Friends, whether in the first century world of a healing in a synagogue in Capernaum or 
in our worship today, the reign and rule of God’s power and authority is manifested in Jesus 
Christ. That is our epiphany. 

 In Jesus’ authority is redefined. Instead of being used to reinforce and uphold 
oppressive social structures, or to mask and cover over truth, Jesus uses authority to proclaim 
the whole truth of God, to break down false boundaries that separate individuals, and to 
proclaim God’s victory of justice and righteousness over oppressive forces.  

 His authority is about liberating people from the powers that afflict them and keep all 
creation, including human bodies and human societies, from flourishing. It is about articulating 
God’s intentions for the world, defying or reconfiguring some traditions to do so, if need be. 
That was his authority; the authority of the true prophet, of the one, who, in the words of the 
psalmist is gracious and merciful and whose works are faithful and just. 

 Jesus spoke and lived and acted in the name of the One who sent him to the world, to 
us, and this is the One on whom the light of Epiphany shines today, the holy One of God. May 
we see it and rejoice and live in that light. Thanks be to God. Amen   


