
MacNeill Baptist Church – 90th Anniversary Sunday, November 15, 2020 J. Nettleton 

Children’s Time:  “Tool time” Conversation Notes: 

So,  I have a tool box with me today, and for our children’s time, I thought we could 

get curious like children, take a look and see what’s inside.   

So, on the top layer we have some standard tools: a measuring tape, a screwdriver, a 

piece of wood, and some corner brackets that can be used to support shelves.   

And when I remove this tray…let’s see what is underneath. 

Oh, there’s a note here.  “Tools for Community Building”  

Hmm.  These things don’t look like tools.  We’ve got a musical chime, a garden shovel, 

a piece of fabric, child-size markers, a snack bag of cookies, beads for making 

friendship bracelets, a MacNeill coffee cup.   

A coffee cup?!  Anyone else missing the coffee and fellowship time after our service?  

This cup symbolizes the loving service to make and host our coffee time, as well as the 

conversations we have that establish and build relationships between us.   

And some envelopes…for the thoughtful notes and letters we send each other  

Here’s a Tupperware container, to symbolize the practical ways we support one 

another by sharing food in times of need and sickness, as well as community pot-luck 

meals.   

Earbuds – to symbolize how we listen to each other 

A book – oh yes, to symbolize learning, sharing ideas.  Ray Hobbs always had a book 

reference to suggest, and he recommended lots of reading. Last winter he gave me a 

copy of this book to support me in my leadership role.  

A valentine that says, “Remember, God Loves You” 

There are so many tools that support and build up our community; here are a few 

words to consider as well: kindness, care, compassion. 
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There are a few other things in here to symbolize our tools, including a candle called 

“JOY”.  This is to remind us to “Let your Light Shine” 

This is just a sampling of tools…we each have different tools to use and share.  The 

smallest act of kindness, even a smile can mean so much to someone. 

One last thing I want to share: it’s a memory verse challenge.  Barb read this verse for 

us earlier in the service, and it’s worth knowing and including in our community 

building toolbox: 

1 Thess 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 

you are doing.” 
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PREAMBLE to the REFLECTIONS 

For today’s “sermon” we will be hearing from four people in the congregation.  I’d like to 

invite Gary and Ruby Purdy to come forward, and as they are making their way to the front, 

I want to mention that we are going to hear some reflections today about life at MacNeill 

that are testimony to the variety of talents and skills that we find in our community 

building toolbox.  The passage I just read from the Gospel of Matthew suggests that we are 

called to use our talents, skills and gifts to build up the church and one another, like the 

servant who invested the talents entrusted to him.  Of course, in the gospel story, the word 

talent refers to a measure of money, but the story makes clear the difference between 

investing a talent and hiding or hoarding a talent.  A shared talent grows and becomes a 

source of blessing, while the hidden talent does not.  This notion of sharing talent ties in 

with the verse I highlighted from 1 Thessalonians 5:11 during the children’s story: 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” 

 

Interview with Gary & Ruby: 

Gary & Ruby… you’ve been here a long time at MacNeill…when did you first come to 

MacNeill? 

 Ruby: we came in 1963, and joined in 1964 

Oh wow… you’ve been here longer than I realized!  57 years. Can you share a memory of 

MacNeill at that time?  

Gary: A full church, often including the balcony.  The organ functioned, and there 

were Senior and Junior choirs.  

Ruby: We remember sitting behind John and Maureen Thomas and their two sons, 

Ian and David.  John would always have his arm around Maureen. 

Full, including the balcony! Wow. What made you want to return or keep coming to 

MacNeill?  

Ruby: bright sanctuary, people were really friendly, and Dr. Will Waters was the 

interim minister at the time, he was very welcoming. 

I don’t know much about Dr. Will Waters, although I have heard his name mentioned.  

Could you say more about him? 

Gary: Dr. Waters was a welcoming and wise presence, a professor of Philosophy at 

McMaster.  His book about science and religion: “The way in and the way out” 

remains helpful to this day. 
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Well, 57 years at MacNeill… I know from my time here that you’ve been deeply involved in 

the life of this congregation…can you tell us a little about your involvement at MacNeill, 

some highlights over the years?   

 Ruby: Choir connection; pot-luck lunches and suppers; boards and council... 

 Gary: choir is definitely a highlight, and I think I’ve become the permanent 

treasurer  

Since I have been here, you’ve always been in the choir, and I’ve observed that you don’t 

just attend pot-luck meals, but we can almost always find you working in the kitchen to 

help prepare the meal and clean-up afterwards.  Your hospitality is wonderful gift that you 

share with us. It is food for the body.  I wonder, do you have a favourite scripture verse that 

sustains you? 

 Ruby : Psalm 121  

Wonderful -- manna for the soul!  

I know that you have served at MacNeill for many years in many capacities, but I wonder, is 

there are committee, group or activity that stands out for you?   

 Ruby: Womens’ group.   

And for you Gary? 

 Gary: Vision committee. 

Oh wonderful, thank you. I’m just thinking, you’ve been here through many transitions. 

And while we know that change is hard, you’ve seen numerous changes in the life of this 

congregation…for example, how many ministers and choir directors have you experienced 

over the years? 

Gary: We counted 7 ministers (including Dr. Waters), and 7 directors of music. 

Wow.  And I know that you raised your family here, and that some of your grandchildren 

have also been raised here.  I imagine you’ve seen a lot of families in this congregation over 

the years… 

 Gary: We stopped counting at 50 families.  

Wow, over 50 families…of course, we know some come and go, some come and stay. You 

are clearly an example of a family that came and stayed at MacNeill.  So over the years, 

what has made MacNeill special for you?  

Both: the Church family and connections; many of our good friends belong here. 
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Gary: Our children (especially our boys, Jonathan and Daniel), formed friendships 

at MacNeill that endure to this day.   

That is special. And as we celebrate 90 years, and look to the next decade and beyond, 

what is your hope for MacNeill as we look to the future? 

 Gary: That we continue to be a place of community, refuge and outreach. 

Wonderful vision. You are both so integral to the life of this congregation…I think of our 

fellowship time after the service (on hold right now), and how you both faithfully set-up, 

make coffee, cookies and clean up afterwards, the beautiful church gardens that Ruby 

tends. Ruby, you have been leader of the Women’s group for three decades; Gary, your 

decade-long service as church treasurer, several terms as Deacon, and three terms as 

Moderator.  And the many things that you both do behind the scenes, like picking up 

groceries for other members and delivering to them. Thank you. Heartfelt gratitude for all 

the ways you support and contribute to the ongoing life of this faith community.  To 

conclude our conversation, could you share with us one of your favourite hymns, and why 

you selected it? 

Gary: God who stretched the spangled heavens, #305; lyrics by Catherine Bonnell 

Arnott, daughter of John S. Bonnell, pastor for 26 years of 5th avenue Presbyterian 

Church in New York, and Presbyterian royalty.  Bob Arnott was minister of First 

Baptist Edmonton, where Ruby and I first met; he and Cathie were a young and 

activist couple.... 

So, every time we sing this hymn, it has extra special meaning for you because it stirs 

memories of meaningful connection from the past.  Well, Leanne is going to play a verse for 

us while you take your seats, and our next speaker comes forward. 

 

For our next interview, I’ve invited Jenn Akemann, who recently started worshipping with 

us here at MacNeill. Jenn, can you tell us when you started coming to MacNeill? 

 January 2020 

So just a little while before we started to shelter at home because of the coronavirus.  I 

remember seeing you on the piano side of the sanctuary, about half-way back.  You kept 

coming…. 

 Yes… about a year ago, some personal events made me realize I needed to find a 

spiritual home. I visited the different churches in the area and found a “home” at 

MacNeill. I settled in at MacNeil very nicely; I love the traditional worship style, I love 
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classical music, it's so peaceful here, and I felt very welcome and included right from the 

start, despite my shyness. 

We’re so glad that you’ve found a place here.  Could you share a memory from your first 

Sunday at MacNeill?   

 I'm think it was Gary Blinch preaching, and Paula Papky who greeted me, but I 

could be wrong, not knowing anyone's names at the time. I didn't stay for coffee because 

I was too shy. 

Well, you seem to be comfortable now, doing an interview with me on our Anniversary. 

Can you tell us a little bit about your background and the spiritual journey that has brought 

you to MacNeill?   

 I wasn't raised in a religious household, but as infants my brother and I were 

baptized, and we grew up not going to church but knowing that God is love.  At the end 

of high school, I fell in with Jehovah's witnesses through a friend.  My parents were angry 

with this association, but they also didn't know that eventually I was also struggling 

inside with my sexual identity, secretly being of LGBT. After 3 years I couldn't hide it 

anymore and was disfellowshipped from the watchtower society, and they taught me 

that God hated me for who I was. 

Oh that makes my heart ache. That must have been very painful. 

Yes, I was very hurt. Fast forward 10 years, and I met my best friend through work, 

who taught me that God doesn't hate me at all and wants me back. I went to church with 

her for awhile, and unlearned all the damage that had been done. However I still couldn't 

bring myself to be affiliated with any one church at the time, until about a year ago when 

I started looking for a spiritual home.  

And you found your way to MacNeill at the beginning of 2020 and have kept coming, in 

spite of the pandemic. Before I continue, I want to honour your courage to share, and the 

vulnerability you display by doing so.  As I’m sure you already know, we are a welcoming 

and affirming congregation; God’s love is unconditional and freely given, regardless of 

merit, worth or any other set of human-made conditions. God is LOVE, and God’s grace and 

love is for everyone.  

 Yes, that helps me feel welcome here, like I belong.     

And I noticed that you were ushering last Sunday – it is so wonderful that you are getting 

involved in the life of our congregation. Although you are relatively new to us, I wonder, 

what is your hope for MacNeill as we look to the future? 
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 I really just want to grow with you & learn more about God & Jesus as I continue on 

my spiritual journey.  

Wonderful.  It is a privilege for us to journey with you.  So my final question for you.  What 

is your favourite hymn, and why?  

 All Creatures of Our God and King. Animals have always been a big part of my life, 

they were my first friends, and are special to me. 

Oh lovely. The words in this hymn are based on St Francis of Assis’ “Canticle of the 

Creatures”, reminding us that humans are as dependent on the elements of creation as 

they are dependent on us.  Thank you Jenn for sharing with us. Leanne is going to play a 

verse of this hymn while you take your seat and our next person comes forward. 

 

For our final interview, I have invited one of the youth of our congregation, Jaxon Purdy to 

share with us.  Jaxon, I remember when you were born!  What is your first memory of being 

at MacNeill? 

 Angel costumes; silent night;  

Oh yes, our Christmas eve service…singing silent night by candlelight is really special and 

memorable!  Is there anything else about your first memories at MacNeill? 

 Carrying the baby (clumsy…my parents were afraid I’d drop the baby!) 

Well, we believe in miracles here!  

Tell us a little about your involvement at MacNeill.  What are some of the highlights for 

you? 

 Kids Club 

Yes, Kids Club!!  Once a month on a Friday night for 12 years.  Do you remember a craft, 

snack, theme, or activity that you could share more details with us? 

 Manger from popsicle sticks 

Do you still have yours?  I think the one Erin made is still in my box of Christmas 

decorations. Is there anything else you would like to share?  

 Choir 

I think it is awesome that you love to sing! I always loved when the children’s choir would 

sing for us. 

So, over the years, what has made MacNeill special for you? 
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 Born; love/leg…support 

MacNeill folk are really wonderful and show their love and care in so many practical ways, 

and you’ve experienced that firsthand.  Wonderful.  MacNeill is like one big family, right?!  

But you also have other family members who come to church… 

 Grandparents…hugs 

On this 90th anniversary Sunday, as we look to the next decade and our 100th anniversary, 

what is your hope for MacNeill as we look to the future? 

 Youth; growth;  

A wonderful vision for us.  May it be so.   

So, my final question for you.  What song have you learned at MacNeill that you really 

enjoy? 

 “when we walk from here” 

Oh yes, the Kids’ Club closing song.  The words are a blessing.  Do you remember the words 

to the song? 

 When we walk from here X2 

 walk with justice 

 and with kindness 

 and in God’s humble care. 

Thank you Jaxon!  Leanne is going to play this song for us while you take your seat. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS: 

Thank you to our four speakers, for offering reflections about their experiences of MacNeill, 

past, present and future.  As we reflect on the past we see a solid foundation of welcome, 

connection and belonging that has sustained MacNeill for 90 years. And as we look to the 

future, as uncertain as it is with the coronavirus, and a search in progress to find new 

ministry personnel for our congregation, we are still called to use our gifts and talents to 

build up the church and one another in the present. God’s grace flows through our lives, 

refreshing and making all things new.  Friends, may we continue to seek God as a 

community of believers, share what we have been given, experience God’s presence in our 

midst, and journey alongside one another while we continue to encourage and build up 

each other.   
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Pastoral Prayer 

God of all ages, 

You brought the church into being and called together this local expression of your body. On 

this 90th anniversary Sunday, we thank you for your abiding presence with us from 

generation to generation, blessing your people as you walk behind, beside, beyond. We thank 

you for your faithfulness to us through 90 years. We have been through times of great joy, 

times of sorrow, times of strength and times of weakness, but always we have known your 

unfailing love and presence. We thank you for the delightful fellowship and sense of 

belonging we enjoy at MacNeill. It is amazing how you, O God, have created a warm and 

caring Christian family from a diverse group of believers who gather in this place we call 

MacNeill.  

We constantly marvel at the creativity and giftedness we see among us; the sewers, knitters, 

painters, musicians, poets, carpenters, builders, dreamers, teachers, storytellers, healers, 

gardeners, cooks, bakers, computer and tech experts…all these gifts are mere reflections of 

your creative glory. We are truly blessed. 

We thank you for the ministry and witness of past members who have nurtured and 

encouraged this community of believers to the present day.  May we continue to witness and 

bear your light and love into the shadows of this world, working together and encouraging 

one another.  We seek your guidance as we continue to move through these challenging 

times. Bless the work of the search committee, and we pray for your continued blessing into 

the next decade of MacNeill as we hope to invigorate our ministry with new ministry 

personnel. 

Gracious God, we hear the pain of our world, which thirsts for the waters of JUSTICE and 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, and we have lingering concerns…in your compassionate mercy, journey 

alongside and bring your healing touch, comforting presence and reassuring word for all we 

name in word and silence.  We pray for our dear friend Heather, along with her children 

Catherine and Greg and their families as they grieve the death of Ray.  And we think of 

Martina, Charles and Cheryl, Beverly, the mother-in-law of Sara Douglas, and Nancy from the 

community who continues to undergo chemotherapy.  We pause and name in silence other 

concerns that weigh heavy on our hearts today.   

O Compassionate God, grant us peaceful hearts, grounded in your love. We know your grace 

flows through our lives past, present and future. May your love and graceful presence 

continue to burn brightly in our hearts, moving us to greet the stranger, care for others, work 

for justice and peace, and share your expansive and all-inclusive love with the world, today 

and everyday.  Your goodness is eternal. AMEN 


