
MacNeill Baptist Church 
News and Notes  

       

Church Moderator: Sonia Rogers 

Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care: Susan St John     
Interim Director of Music: Juanita Maldonado 

                                                 Custodian: Sandy Palin 
Associate Ministers in Chaplaincy: Robert Bond, Claire Gosselin, 

David Jones, Felida Toledo 
 

 
Nov 20, 2022 

 

The service is live-streamed at Sundays at 11 am, with access to the 
video available for later viewing.  See the link on our website.   

 
For our in-person worship service, for accessibility for those with 

differences in hearing, there are a limited number of printed copies 
of today's sermon and scripture readings available at the Cline 

Street entrance of the church.  As always, the sermon is available for 
download at macneillbaptist.ca. 

 

Next week: Bob Bond preaching 

MacNeill has a scent-free policy.  Masks are required. 

Wifi Network: MacNeill, password is 3485 6101 5200 

Pastoral Care: When you would like someone to pray with, to request a 
pastoral visit, or to publish a prayer request please contact Susan St John at 

905-512-9897 or  sstjohn.macneill@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care Team: Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, Bruce Papky,  

Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods. 
 

Your continued financial support of our congregation is appreciated. 

Donations can be mailed to the church or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


This November 20, as we honour the reign of Christ, we also honor 
the memory of the transgender people whose lives were lost in acts 
of anti-transgender violence as a result of transphobia. This 
International Transgender Day of Remembrance has been observed 
annually on November 20 since 1999 as a day to draw attention to 
the continued violence endured by transgender people in our world.  
We pray that people will someday be free from persecution and 
oppression for being what they are born to be, free from shallow 
cultural norms and taboos.  For more information, 
https://www.glaad.org/tdor 
 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 
An evening of music and spoken word.  Friday Nov 25, 8-10 pm at 
MacNeill.  For more information, please call 289-440-1623 
 
Strata Vocal Ensemble Concert!! 
We will present “How Can I Keep from Singing?”, to honour the 
memory of Ray Hobbs.  Sunday Nov 27 at 3 pm.  Tickets are $25, $15 
for under age 35 and are available at the door, or from any chorister 
(Garth, Paula, Brian, or BevL).  Also available on our website 
www.stratavocalensemble.ca 
 
Advent/Christmas Dates for your Diary 

•Advent begins on Sunday November 27. 
•STRATA Concert – at MacNeill Sunday November 27: 3 PM  
•Christmas Community Carol-Sing – at MacNeill Sunday 
December 11:  2PM  
•Christmas Eve Family Service at MacNeill: Saturday 
December 24: 7PM 
•Christmas Day Service: Sunday December 25: TBA 
•Jan 1st New Year’s Sunday Service at St Cuthbert’s 
Presbyterian Church. 

 
MacNeill Opportunities Committee: report from this week’s Council 
Since the Council meeting in mid-September the MacNeill Opportunities 

Committee has been busy.  Continuing with the research we accomplished 

during the summer, we met via Zoom with five individuals and companies: 

https://www.glaad.org/tdor
http://www.stratavocalensemble.ca/


1) COLLIERS CANADA  (September 21, 2022) 

- met with Peter Davies, VP at Colliers and Co-chair of their non-

profit projects; 

– has worked with lots of churches; 

– would engage an architectural design team to provide several 

options about how to develop our site.   

      2) TRINITY CENTERS FOUNDATION  (September 28, 2022) 

– met with Mike Wood Daly; 

-  TCF is a registered Canadian charity specializing in the area of 

adaptive re-use of faith properties to create vibrant and sustainable 

community spaces. 

3) INDWELL (October 5, 2022) 

- met with John Schuurman, Development Coordinator with 

Hamilton based Indwell; 

– main focus is providing affordable housing to at-risk and 

homeless people; 

– has partnered with several area churches. 

4)  AMBITIOUS REALTY (October 19, 2022) 

 - met with Adam Ionico; 

 - as a real estate broker, Ambitious Realty has a data base of local 

developers who might be very interested in assisting MacNeill with 

future options, including affordable housing. 

5) ANDY CROWELL  (October 26, 2022) 

- Andy is Director of the Spiritual Care and Learning Centre at 

McMaster University; 

-  the S C and L C  is a unit within Student Affairs at the University; 

-  our Opportunities Committee explored potential connections 

between MacNeill and this unit of McMaster’s Student Affairs. 

 

The MacNeill Opportunities Committee’s goal now is to review the 

information gleaned during our five recent Zoom meetings and, keeping in 

mind the mandate given to us at the semi-annual meeting in June, 2022, 

make a recommendation(s) to the congregation at the Annual Meeting in 

February, 2023. 

Respectfully submitted, Bruce Papky, Garth Greaves  (co-chairs) 



Prayer Requests 

 
Irene Costello, former administrative assistant at MacNeill, passed away on 
November 6.   We pray for the comfort of her sons Andrew & Jonathan, 
and her sister Jean and three nieces.   A Celebration of Life service is 
planned for Saturday November 26 at 11:30 am at Westdale United 
Church. (please note time change) 
 
A friend of Susan S.'s family, Ryan C, who is struggling with addictions and 
severe health problems. 
 
Sandy P's sister, Vivienne's best friend for over 30 years who recently 
passed away from an infection of her heart.  Antibiotics were attempted, 
but could not help.    
 
Please keep Dorothy F, cousin of Lynn B, in your prayers.  She is starting 
chemo treatments for stage 4 lung cancer. 
 
Ruth W who has recently transferred to live in St Joseph’s Villa. 
 
Ed S, friend of Liz C, who is dealing with the early stages of Alzheimer’s.    
 
Cheryl and Charles S who appreciate our ongoing prayers and concern.  
 
Martina S. whose health is quite fragile, and for John and son Danny who 
support her so well. 
 
Garth’s parents, Denny and Mair. 
 
Monica’s niece Lyanne  
 
Friends of John and Nancy D, Bev M whose cancer is stable but she is 
experiencing complications with the medications she uses for other 
conditions.  Bruce W, living with a long-term glioblastoma condition. 
 
We pray for strength and energy for our two members who serve as 
hospital chaplains, Bob B at Niagara Health and Feli T at St Joseph's 
Hospital.   


