
MacNeill Baptist Church 
News and Notes  

       

Church Moderator: Sonia Rogers 

Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care: Susan St John     
Interim Director of Music: Juanita Maldonado 

                                                 Custodian: Sandy Palin 
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Nov 6, 2022 

 

The service is live-streamed at Sundays at 11 am, with access to the 
video available for later viewing.  See the link on our website.   

 
For our in-person worship service, for accessibility for those with 

differences in hearing, there are a limited number of printed copies 
of today's sermon and scripture readings available at the Cline 

Street entrance of the church.  As always, the sermon is available for 
download at macneillbaptist.ca. 

 

Next week: Garry Blinch preaching 

MacNeill has a scent-free policy.  Masks are required. 

Wifi Network: MacNeill, password is 3485 6101 5200 

Pastoral Care: When you would like someone to pray with, to request a 
pastoral visit, or to publish a prayer request please contact Susan St John at 

905-512-9897 or  sstjohn.macneill@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care Team: Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, Bruce Papky,  

Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods. 
 

Your continued financial support of our congregation is appreciated. 

Donations can be mailed to the church or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


Flowers in the Sanctuary 
The flowers have been placed today by his family in loving memory 
of Ray Hobbs.  Ray died exactly two years ago today on November 6, 
2020. 
 
MacNeill’s Anniversary Celebration: A Word of Thanks form the 
Deacons Board 
We all know that good parties don’t just happen out of thin air.  On 
Sunday October 30, many of us enjoyed a wonderful celebration of 
MacNeill’s 92nd Anniversary, both in-person and on-line.    We were 
blessed with a simulating and encouraging sermon from the Rev 
David Ogilvie who described MacNeill and his own congregation 
Burlington Baptist Church as ‘kin’.  David provided an excellent 
unpacking and exposition of the lectionary readings, crafting his 
words to be beautifully relevant to the fact that it was our 
anniversary service.    
Our thanks to David, and also to Susan who coordinated and led the 
service.  The music was magnificent, with postlude and prelude from 
Brian and Juanita and two celebratory choral pieces.    
Juanita and Bev Leslie are the ones responsible for the beautiful 
commemorative bulletins full of church family photos which took us 
down memory lane.   The photos were all taken and curated by our 
‘resident photographer, Bruce Papky. 
Garth Greaves set up a streaming video slide-show for us to enjoy in 
the narthex. 
After the service, the CE Board arranged for Anne Blinch (CE) and 
Ruby Purdy to produce a large variety of muffins for every taste and 
allergy-avoidance, and Anne + Ruby + Gary Purdy set up and served 
the muffins with season-appropriate apple cider.  This was all set up 
outside to respect our Covid-19 guidelines.   The weather was sunny 
and cool but …no rain! 
We were all invited to take some flowers home, a lovely gift from 
Susan. 
All was so thoughtfully and skillfully planned.  Many thanks to 
everyone who helped put this memorable celebration together. 
Thank you so much for your prayers and kind words after my 
grandfather’s sudden passing. We felt lots of love from MacNeill. 



The Women of MacNeill will meet on Saturday, November 12 at 
2:00pm in the church parlour. Please note the earlier time for this 
month. 
Programme: Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer. Special offering 
will be received. 
 
We wanted to say thank you for allowing us to be a part of this 
congregation for our short time in Hamilton. Everyone has been so 
kind and caring and we felt lots of love and will cherish the 
friendships we have made. Please let us know if you ever come to Las 
Vegas! We would love to keep in touch! 
  Love, Rebekah and Sungju Moon 
 
Ongoing Covid-19 Guidelines at MacNeill. 
The Deacons met together on October 24.  As usual, we spent some 
time reviewing MacNeill’s Covid-19 guidelines.  We were aware that 
admissions to hospital from Covid-19 had increased over the last 
week and that there is ongoing concern about a potential new wave 
of the illness occurring as we head into winter.   As a result, out of a 
continuing abundance of caution, we took the decision to continue 
with our current guidelines. 
 •All attendees at worship to wear masks, unless they are 
participating at the time.  Those participating in the worship service 
(presider, Bible readers, Musical Director, vocal performers (up to a 
quartet) can remove their masks during their participation.)  
Although, it was acknowledged that it is challenging to sing with 
masks on, especially when singing in the choir, we felt that such a 
large group should continue to wear masks during their singing.     
 •No passing of the offering plates  
 •Communion conducted with one element only (bread)   
 •No indoor coffee hours/shared meals 
We discussed and recognized that these guidelines are welcomed by 
some and disagreed with by others, but, after a full discussion, we 
took the decision to continue with this conservative stance for the 
next month at least.   These guidelines will once again be reviewed at 
our next monthly Deacons’ meeting, scheduled for November 28. 
We crave your understanding of this difficult decision-making task. 



Thanks goes to Griffyn for stepping up to help on the AV Team!! 
 
MacNeill Gardeners 
After many years, this fall I plan to retire from the storing and 
planting of the Canna Lilies. If anyone would like some tubers let me 
know and I will save them, otherwise they will be “garden 
composted”.      Ruby Purdy 
 
A Note from the Nominating Committee 
Now, and in the next few weeks, we will be contacting and asking 
many of you to serve on the Church Council, either as a member of a 
board, or on the executive of Council. Be aware that we are 
approaching you because we believe you have the qualities, and are 
capable of the time commitment, as outlined below:   
1. Sensitivity to the needs and concerns of all who make up our 

congregation,  
2. Readiness to share the work for which the board you join is 

responsible.  Each board has requirements which relate to its 
particular focus. We hope those who are enthusiastic, creative 
and imaginative will agree to serve  

3. Willingness to work collaboratively with other MacNeill boards in 
the committee process  

4. Time to attend meetings, including: 
a) congregational meetings; the Annual Meeting, (January) and 

the Mid-Year Meeting, (June)  
b) Council meetings each year,  in January, February, May and 

October;  
c) Board meetings; each board plans its own meetings, six 

seems to be an average number.  
 
Our C.E. Board is excited to invite you to take part in our fall “Bread 
for the Soul” series.  Bob Bond is going to lead us in an exploration 
entitled Spirituality put in it’s place.  The Common Lectionary’s 
Gospel Reading for Sunday, October 16, happens to open up the 
journey.  The final zoom session from 7:00 to 8:15 pm is on 
Monday, November 7 
 



Prayer Requests 

 
Irene C, former administrative assistant at MacNeill, has recently been 
diagnosed with terminal cancer.  She is fully aware of her prognosis and is 
surrounded by loving family.  She is presently in the Juravinski Hospital, 
with hopes to transfer soon to a hospice.   

 
Susan, our Minister, who has returned to us after her health leave.   
 
Charlie, Nancy & John D’s great-nephew is in the ICU at McMaster with 
severe respiratory problems - RSV that turned into double pneumonia. He 
is 18 months old, with an older sister, Brigitte. 
 
Rebekah & Sungju Moon as they spend the next two months in South 
Korea and then travel to Nevada for Sungju’s new job and their new shared 
home.  
 
Please keep Dorothy F, cousin of Lynn B, in your prayers.  She is starting 
chemo treatments for stage 4 lung cancer. 
 
Ruth W who has recently transferred to live in St Joseph’s Villa. 
 
Ed S, friend of Liz C, who is dealing with the early stages of Alzheimer’s.    
 
Cheryl and Charles S who appreciate our ongoing prayers and concern.  
 
Martina S. whose health is quite fragile, and for John and son Danny who 
support her so well. 
 
Garth’s parents, Denny and Mair. 
 
Monica’s niece Lyanne  
 
Friends of John and Nancy D, Bev M whose cancer is stable but she is 
experiencing complications with the medications she uses for other 
conditions.  Bruce W, living with a long-term glioblastoma condition 
 
We pray for strength and energy for our two members who serve as 
hospital chaplains, Bob B at Niagara Health and Feli T at St Joseph's 
Hospital.   
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