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On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to online 

worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-recorded 
worship service will be posted online each Sunday morning and a link 

will be circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour every other week.  
 

Readings for next week: 
1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13  •  Psalm 20   

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17  •  Mark 4:26-34 
 

Preacher next week:  Jennifer Nettleton 
 

 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


Semi-Annual Meeting 
The Semi-Annual Meeting will take place via Zoom on Wednesday June 9 at 
7:30 pm.  A link will be emailed. 
 
MacNeill’s New Minister 
At the congregational meeting of May 30, held over ZOOM, the vote was 
taken to invite Susan St John to become our Minister of Worship and 
Pastoral Care.  This is a part-time position.  Al Palin contacted Susan 
immediately after the meeting and she was delighted to accept.     
This week the Deacons reached out to Susan to review the job description 
and finalize her contract.  We agreed that the start date would be August 
1st.  Susan is very enthusiastic about beginning in this new role, and is 
looking forward to meeting with key figures for her orientation as well as 
the congregation as a whole.  Of course, we all hope that very soon we can 
begin gathering and so can meet Susan in person. 
So, from afar, for the moment, welcome to you, Susan, and we look 
forward to your joining with us. 
 
Thanks from Anne and Garry Blinch 
We would like to thank our church family for the prayers and cards sent 
after my mother’s death. It was an especially difficult time with everything 
leading up to her death and then the grief that followed. Thank you for 
taking the time. It was wonderful to feel so supported by so many.   
 
Congratulations to Liz Campbell!! 
The prizes for the Canadian Travel Writers Association writing competition 
were announced today today. There were over 400 entries.   Our very own 
Liz Campbell was awarded Third Prize for her story on The Yukon.  Also, 
Liz's story about Myanmar won an Honourable Mention, as did her photo 
on Myanmar.   Many congratulations, Liz, amazing accomplishment. 
 
CBOQ Assembly 2021 
This year's Assembly is fully virtual and will take place from June 10-12. The 
Annual General Meeting has been moved to Saturday, June 12th to allow 
more time for discussion at an extra AGM Q&A session on Friday afternoon. 
Schedule and registration are now available online, with a deadline of June 
6.  If you are interested in attending, please let Sonia or Bev L know.  We 
are allowed 2 voting delegates.  Please see https://baptist.ca/assembly/ for 
more details. 



Audio, Video, Editing and Broadcasting Equipment:  An Update Memo 
from the Board of Deacons 

The Issue 
This whole COVID-19 year has been an enormous learning experience.  We 
had to switch to producing on-line services and Jennifer has taken the lion’s 
share of the tech load.   The equipment has been cobbled together 
(borrowed not stolen!) with amazing results, but has resulted in 
considerable extra time spent by Jennifer.  Also, Leanne has found herself 
being involved in making sound recordings.  All of this has been stressful for 
both of them.  We recognize that both have stepped out of their role 
description to bring our worship services into being, and in fact there is a 
whole new role that has emerged (audio and visual technician /editor).  Our 
current equipment is woefully lacking. 

Decision  
The Deacons have recognized that something must be done to upgrade our 
equipment as soon as possible, with the suggestion that the Memorial 
funds be potentially tapped to cover the cost.  In addition, the Deacons 
have concluded that it is important to continue our on-line presence in 
some fashion into the future, even after there is full return to the building.  
We are not currently sure what that might look like, so the Board continues 
to envision and explore the possibilities.  The Deacons Board agreed to take 
the lead on this process and initiative, working closely with the 
Management Board  

Action  
Over the last two months, Deacons have partnered with the Management 
Board to address the issue of the current need for some user-friendly 
recording equipment, as well as to examine our overall technological needs 
moving forward.  Garth, a member of the Deacons Board, has stepped 
forward to coordinate the planning group, which includes Leanne and 
Jennifer and members of both Management & Deacons Board 

The Deacons will bring forward this project to the congregation for 
discussion and decision-making at the Semi-Annual Meeting of June 9     

Pastoral Care 
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com


Prayer Requests 
Prayers are requested for Monica’s niece Lyanne.  She is in hospital in 
Vienna, gravely ill. 
 
Olga’s niece Miriam has recently been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  
Miriam is in her 50's and is Anna Rawlyk's beloved sister.   Miriam has three 
grown sons, who have recently received this news, as did Mary Rawlyk, 
Miriam and Anna's mother.    Miriam's condition has been declared 
palliative.  Please pray for comfort and strength for Miriam, her sons, her 
mother, Anna, Olga and Helen as they go through their journey of loss and 
goodbyes.     
 
Many folks at MacNeill know John and Elsie Lipscombe (Heather Hobbs’ 
parents) very well.  Through this time of Covid, Elsie (age 98) particularly, 
has become significantly frailer and her mobility has become very poor.  
John (99) has been diagnosed with a cancer and is awaiting whether 
treatment will be recommended.   They continue to live at home with 
support and help from family.   John and Elsie would value your prayerful 
support as they navigate their end of life challenges.   Heather Hobbs 
 
The extended Nettleton family is very grateful for your ongoing prayers for 
my uncle, John Nettleton and my cousins, Julie and Trish.  John is still in the 
Geriatric Acute Care at Sunnybrook Hospital recovering from his stroke.  
With appreciation, Jennifer Nettleton 
 
Please pray for a friend and former member of MacNeill, Cathy Harrop. A 
lesion has been discovered in her eye near her optic nerve and she is 
waiting to hear if this lesion is a melanoma. Cathy appreciates the prayers 
and interest of her friends at MacNeill. Please continue to hold her close.  
Mary Fleming 
 
Bev More (Manitoba) appreciates our continued prayers as she undergoes 
chemotherapy. Thank you.  Nancy and John Douglas 
  
Thank you for continuing to pray for Bruce as he continues his treatment 
for glioblastoma.  Nancy and John Douglas 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community, who 
continues to face a challenging situation regarding her health and cancer 
treatment.  We are asked to pray for strength and comfort for Nancy and 
her family. 


