
      

MacNeill Baptist Church 
News and Notes  

       

Church Moderator: Sonia Rogers 

Interim Coordinator of Pastoral Care: Terry Dempsey 
Interim Coordinator of Worship: Jennifer Nettleton      

Director of Music: Leanne Tees 
                                                 Custodian: Sandy Palin 

Associate Ministers in Chaplaincy: Robert Bond, Claire Gosselin, 
David Jones, Douglas Perry, Felida Toledo 

 

 
May 9, 2021 

 
On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to online 

worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-recorded 
worship service will be posted online each Sunday morning and a link 

will be circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour every other week.  
 

Readings for next week: 
Acts 1:1-11  •  Psalm 47 or Psalm 93  •  Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 
 

Preacher next week:  Susan St John 
 

 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


Audio, Video, Editing and Broadcasting Equipment:  An Update Memo 
from the Board of Deacons 

The Issue 
This whole COVID-19 year has been an enormous learning experience.  We 
had to switch to producing on-line services and Jennifer has taken the lion’s 
share of the tech load.   The equipment has been cobbled together 
(borrowed not stolen!) with amazing results, but has resulted in 
considerable extra time spent by Jennifer.  Also, Leanne has found herself 
being involved in making sound recordings.  All of this has been stressful for 
both of them.  We recognize that both have stepped out of their role 
description to bring our worship services into being, and in fact there is a 
whole new role that has emerged (audio and visual technician /editor).  Our 
current equipment is woefully lacking. 

Decision  
The Deacons have recognized that something must be done to upgrade our 
equipment as soon as possible, with the suggestion that the Memorial 
funds be potentially tapped to cover the cost.  In addition, the Deacons 
have concluded that it is important to continue our on-line presence in 
some fashion into the future, even after there is full return to the building.  
We are not currently sure what that might look like, so the Board continues 
to envision and explore the possibilities.  The Deacons Board agreed to take 
the lead on this process and initiative, working closely with the 
Management Board  

Action  
Over the last two months, Deacons have partnered with the Management 
Board to address the issue of the current need for some user-friendly 
recording equipment, as well as to examine our overall technological needs 
moving forward.  Garth, a member of the Deacons Board, has stepped 
forward to coordinate the planning group, which includes Leanne and 
Jennifer and members of both Management & Deacons Board 

Eric Papky (Sound Engineer) was initially consulted as to MacNeill’s tech. 
needs and he made recommendations.  Following this, a new microphone 
and cables have already been purchased and are in use.  The group is now 
engaged in a series of consultations with a number of firms to review our 
overall recording system and receive recommendations and quotations.     

The Deacons will bring forward this project to the congregation for 
discussion and decision-making at the Semi-Annual Meeting of June 9     



A Special ‘Thank you’ to Brian Anderson! 
For the last 7 months or so Brian has served as MacNeill’s recording 
engineer, initially in the Fall for our in-building services, and after that for 
the preparation of the on-line services each Saturday morning.  Brian 
recently let us know that he was unable to fill that role moving forward.  
Brian, on behalf of the Deacons and all members of MacNeill, we express 
our heartfelt thanks to you for giving yourself, your time and expertise to 
this task.  Thank you for your strong and competent presence in the 
worship service ‘production team’! We will miss you.  Have a wonderful 
summer! 

Women of MacNeill 
Please mail (or drop off) your donations to my home address by May 25.  
Cheques should be made out to Women of MacNeill.  Thank you.  Let’s 
hope we can meet in the fall.  Nancy Taylor, treasurer. 

A Note from Your Search Committee 
Jennifer has arranged for Susan St. John to be our guest Preacher on 
Sunday May 16.  For most of you this will be your first opportunity to meet 
Susan, albeit it will be through You Tube.  Mark the date on your calendar 
and join us if you can. 

The committee will recommend Susan as our Minister of Worship and 
Pastoral Care at a Congregational Meeting in late May.  You will be invited 
to vote on whether to hire Susan.  Should you vote in favour, Susan will 
meet with the Board of Deacons to determine salary, orientation, and a 
start date.  August 1, 2021 has been suggested. 

Some background:  The committee reported to church council on April 14.  
After interviewing four candidates we are excited to have found Susan St. 
John to be an excellent candidate.  We are impressed with her enthusiasm 
and openness.  Susan came across as organized and energetic.  Her referees 
reported seeing these same qualities.  As well, referees observed Susan has 
a caring, attentive, and helping personality, and is a team player. 

Susan has over 20 years’ experience in the field of social service, rising to 
leadership positions.  She is a member of CASC (Canadian Association of 
Spiritual Care) and the Certified Coaches Federation (as a Life Coach).  She 
recently received her Master of Divinity from Martin Luther University 
College with awards in liturgics and church music.  Her referees describe 
her as musically knowledgeable and talented.  Her additional skills include 
considerable expertise with computers, marketing and fund raising. 



Susan remarked that it is the importance of social justice in the life of 
MacNeill which attracted her to apply.  She sees pastoral care as part of 
worship.  She expresses a strong desire to preach and enjoys biblical 
storytelling.  Scripture is important to her and she enjoys working within 
the lectionary.   She plans to obtain a Doctor of Divinity, part time.  In that 
program, she must be working as a minister.   

Congregational Meeting- May 30 at 12:15 pm 
There will be a congregational meeting on May 30 at 12:15 pm via Zoom to 
approve the hiring of Susan St John. 

Pastoral Care 
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

Prayer Requests 
Olga called to let MacNeill friends know the sad news that her niece Miriam 
has recently been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  Miriam is in her 50's 
and is Anna Rawlyk's beloved sister.   Miriam has three grown sons, who 
have recently received this news, as did Mary Rawlyk, Miriam and Anna's 
mother.    Miriam's condition has been declared palliative.  Please pray for 
comfort and strength for Miriam, her sons, her mother, Anna, Olga and 
Helen as they go through their journey of loss and goodbyes.     
 
Liz Campbell wants to let everyone know that her daughter Sue and family 
are recovering well from COVID. Thank you to those who have been praying 
for them. It's of note that the worst hit in their family of six was her 
husband Greg, who is a vegan and works out daily. He developed 
pneumonia, and severe nausea meant that he became dehydrated and 
needed IV fluids. It's a signal lesson that this virus doesn't discriminate and 
the healthiest people can be severely affected. Please be careful. 
 
LIttle Rory O'Connor has been declared palliative.  The cancer has been very 
aggressive and has spread to other parts of his brain.   On April 28 Rory was 
admitted to Emily’s Place – a children’s hospice in Toronto.   His parents are 
now able to be with him continually and his grandparents are also able to 
visit.  The family expresses deep thanks for the ongoing prayers and 
concern of MacNeill congregation.  Please continue to pray for strength and 
comfort for parents Pauline and Michael and the grandparents and the 

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com


family circle.  Martina also expressed gratitude for Terry’s pastoral care of 
John and herself through this time.   
 
Many folks at MacNeill know John and Elsie Lipscombe (Heather Hobbs’ 
parents) very well.  Through this time of Covid, Elsie (age 98) particularly, 
has become significantly frailer and her mobility has become very poor.  
John (99) has been diagnosed with a cancer and is awaiting whether 
treatment will be recommended.   They continue to live at home with 
support and help from family.   John and Elsie would value your prayerful 
support as they navigate their end of life challenges.   Heather Hobbs 
 
We have an update and revised prayer request for John Nettleton 
(Jennifer’s uncle).  He was moved last week within Sunnybrook hospital to 
the Geriatric Acute Care because of a stroke he suffered mid-April while 
recovering from COVID.  Please continue to pray for John’s well-being and 
hold my cousins Julie and Trish in prayer as they adjust to the reality of Vi’s 
sudden death and John’s ongoing health concerns. Thank you. Jennifer 
Nettleton 
 
Please pray for a friend and former member of MacNeill, Cathy Harrop. A 
lesion has been discovered in her eye near her optic nerve and she is 
waiting to hear if this lesion is a melanoma. Cathy is scheduled for a biopsy 
on her eye on May 19th. She is comfortable with this plan even though it 
may reduce her eyesight if she has to proceed with treatment. Cathy 
appreciates the prayers and interest of her friends at MacNeill. Please 
continue to hold her close.  Mary Fleming 
 
Bev More (Manitoba) appreciates our continued prayers as she undergoes 
chemotherapy. Thank you.  Nancy and John Douglas 
  
Thank you for continuing to pray for Bruce as he continues his treatment 
for glioblastoma.  Nancy and John Douglas 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community, who 
continues to face a challenging situation regarding her health and cancer 
treatment.  We are asked to pray for strength and comfort for Nancy and 
her family. 


