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On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to online 

worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-recorded 
worship service will be posted online each Sunday morning and a link 

will be circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour every other week.  
 

Readings for next week: 
Acts 10:44-48  •  Psalm 98  •  1 John 5:1-6  •  John 15:9-17 

 
Preacher next week:  Paula Papky (Mother’s Day) 

 
 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


A Note from Your Search Committee 
Jennifer has arranged for Susan St. John to be our guest Preacher on 
Sunday May 16.  For most of you this will be your first opportunity to meet 
Susan, albeit it will be through You Tube.  Mark the date on your calendar 
and join us if you can. 

The committee will recommend Susan as our Minister of Worship and 
Pastoral Care at a Congregational Meeting in late May.  You will be invited 
to vote on whether to hire Susan.  Should you vote in favour, Susan will 
meet with the Board of Deacons to determine salary, orientation, and a 
start date.  August 1, 2021 has been suggested. 

Some background:  The committee reported to church council on April 14.  
After interviewing four candidates we are excited to have found Susan St. 
John to be an excellent candidate.  We are impressed with her enthusiasm 
and openness.  Susan came across as organized and energetic.  Her referees 
reported seeing these same qualities.  As well, referees observed Susan has 
a caring, attentive, and helping personality, and is a team player. 

Susan has over 20 years’ experience in the field of social service, rising to 
leadership positions.  She is a member of CASC (Canadian Association of 
Spiritual Care) and the Certified Coaches Federation (as a Life Coach).  She 
recently received her Master of Divinity from Martin Luther University 
College with awards in liturgics and church music.  Her referees describe 
her as musically knowledgeable and talented.  Her additional skills include 
considerable expertise with computers, marketing and fund raising. 

Susan remarked that it is the importance of social justice in the life of 
MacNeill which attracted her to apply.  She sees pastoral care as part of 
worship.  She expresses a strong desire to preach and enjoys biblical 
storytelling.  Scripture is important to her and she enjoys working within 
the lectionary.   She plans to obtain a Doctor of Divinity, part time.  In that 
program, she must be working as a minister.   

Congregational Meeting- May 30 at 12:15 pm 
There will be a congregational meeting on May 30 at 12:15 pm via Zoom to 
approve the hiring of Susan St John. 
 

 



Glenys’s Garden Celebration 
April 14 was the first 
anniversary of Glenys 
Magill’s death.  She is so 
much missed.  We have 
wonderful memories of her 
life and personality and 
contributions.  And who can 
forget her outdoor memorial 
service last October, when 
family and friends gathered 
to plant 600 daffodil bulbs at MacNeill in her memory and honour.  
‘Glenys’s Garden’ is now beginning to bloom.  We had thought to host a 
simple pop-up/drive-by celebration, but given the third wave of Covid, we 
will have to wait until next year for that.  However, do walk or drive by, as 
you can, to admire the flowers and remember Glenys.  

‘Zoom’ Coffee Hours  
Virtual Coffee Hour:  feel free to join us every other Sunday 12:15- 1:15 pm 
for a time of conversation with each other.  Can’t stay for the hour? That’s 
okay, just drop by for 5-10 minutes, or whatever works for you.  We’d love 
to see you.  Please note our upcoming Virtual Coffee Hour date:  May 9 

Pastoral Care 
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   

Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   
 
Prayer Requests 
LIttle Rory O'Connor has been declared palliative.  The cancer has been very 
aggressive and has spread to other parts of his brain.   On April 28 Rory was 
admitted to Emily’s Place – a children’s hospice in Toronto.   His parents are 
now able to be with him continually and his grandparents are also able to 
visit.  The family expresses deep thanks for the ongoing prayers and 
concern of MacNeill congregation.  Please continue to pray for strength and 
comfort for parents Pauline and Michael and the grandparents and the 
family circle.  Martina also expressed gratitude for Terry’s pastoral care of 
John and herself through this time.   
 

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com


Many folks at MacNeill know John and Elsie Lipscombe (Heather Hobbs’ 
parents) very well.  Through this time of Covid, Elsie (age 98) particularly, 
has become significantly frailer and her mobility has become very poor.  
John (99) has been diagnosed with a cancer and is awaiting whether 
treatment will be recommended.   They continue to live at home with 
support and help from family.   John and Elsie would value your prayerful 
support as they navigate their end of life challenges.   Heather Hobbs 
 
We have an update and revised prayer request for John Nettleton 
(Jennifer’s uncle).  He was moved last week within Sunnybrook hospital to 
the Geriatric Acute Care because of a stroke he suffered mid-April while 
recovering from COVID.  Please continue to pray for John’s well-being and 
hold my cousins Julie and Trish in prayer as they adjust to the reality of Vi’s 
sudden death and John’s ongoing health concerns. Thank you. Jennifer 
Nettleton 
 
Please pray for a friend and former member of MacNeill, Cathy Harrop. A 
lesion has been discovered in her eye near her optic nerve and she is 
waiting to hear if this lesion is a melanoma. Cathy is scheduled for a biopsy 
on her eye on May 19th. She is comfortable with this plan even though it 
may reduce her eyesight if she has to proceed with treatment. Cathy 
appreciates the prayers and interest of her friends at MacNeill. Please 
continue to hold her close.  Mary Fleming 
 
Bev More (Manitoba) appreciates our continued prayers as she undergoes 
chemotherapy. Thank you.  Nancy and John Douglas 
  
Thank you for continuing to pray for Bruce as he continues his treatment 
for glioblastoma.  Nancy and John Douglas 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community, who 
continues to face a challenging situation regarding her health and cancer 
treatment.  We are asked to pray for strength and comfort for Nancy and 
her family. 


