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On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to online 

worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-recorded worship 
service will be posted online each Sunday morning and a link will be 

circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour every other week.  
 

Readings for next week: 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  •  Mark 11:1-11 and Philippians 2:5-11    

Mark 14:22-25  • Mark 15:1-39  • John 13:3-9 
 

Next week:  Palm/Passion Sunday.  Instead of a sermon, the service will 
feature a meditation on the Symbols of the Cross prepared by  

Heather Hobbs. 
 

 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer during 
your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for your own 
needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests for the 
congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church or done 
through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


A gentle reminder  
When you are in the church for any occasion, before you leave, please wipe 
down all surfaces you have touched with the sanitation wipes provided.  Eg. 
Door handles, railings, toilet handle and seat, light switches, taps etc.  This 
is especially important to maintain the Ministry of Health Standards for our 
Day Care. 
* All sanitation stations are set up in the appropriate areas. Thank you  
The Board of Management  

CE Youth Challenge 
The CE Board would like to challenge our youth to submit an iPhoto you 
have taken during the past year which reflects an interest/experience or 
just an artistic selection that you have enjoyed.  We know we have a lot of 
talent and interests and would love to hear from you.  Thank you.   
Lynn Bond and Nancy Douglas for the CE Board 

CE Youth Challenge Accepted! 
Here is Tarryn experiencing the freedom 
of independent travel.  He loves to ride 
his bike as fast, or even faster than the 
wind! His grandpa Jones bought Tarryn 
and Griffyn new bikes last year and they 
love them. Tarryn also joined the air 
cadets like his brother when he turned 
12 last September. 

 

And here is Griffyn’s casual Grad 
photo.  It was taken just as he was 
leaving for school to have Grade 8 
Grad photos taken. He is still involved 
in the air cadet program, but they are 
online right now, as ordered by the 
Department of National Defense.  



And…. From Pippi Briskin…..  
 
I decided to write about folklore monsters I’ve 
read about on Wikipedia during the pandemic. 
 
I read a lot of Wikipedia articles about various 
things. Mostly interesting folklore monsters from 
around the world. One of my favourites is the 
púca (sometimes spelled pooka, or if you’re 
Welsh it’s spelled pwca because the Welsh 
language is hilarious), a fairy/goblin thing from 
Ireland and Wales whose spit makes wild fruits 

like blackberries spoil. He eats spoiled fruit, so by spitting on it he claims it. 
But he’s fair, and makes sure to give humans time to take what they need, 
only spitting on the rest in November. It’s obviously an old-timey 
explanation for why fruit goes bad, or just an entertaining way to teach 
children not to eat overripe berries. I just find it oddly charming that this 
goblin who eats mouldy blackberries is so respectful and courteous about 
it. He does a lot of other mischief like shapeshifting into a horse and tricking 
drunk people into riding him, taking them far away (bucking and galloping 
and generally acting crazy to scare them a bunch, but not actually hurting 
them) before leaving them somewhere weird. I think that’s supposed to be 
an explanation for why if you’re blackout drunk you sometimes wake up far 
from where you started without remembering how you got there. I suppose 
that might be a common occurrence in Ireland (Ha ha).  
 
Another monster I like is the Jiangshi, a Chinese vampire/zombie. It’s 
somewhat well-known, but it’s so silly I wanted to mention it. It’s a corpse 
that’s been resurrected by a necromancer, but the funny thing about it is 
that it’s affected by rigor mortis, so it has to keep its arms totally straight 
ahead of itself, and its legs totally straight. It moves by hopping with its 
ankles. That’s so unthreatening that it’s kinda adorable. Plus they have 
paper talismans on their foreheads that keep them under the 
necromancer’s control, and they hang down over their eyes so they can’t 
see, which is also very comical.  
 
Then there’s the hulder, a forest spirit from Sweden. She looks like a 
beautiful woman from the front but if you see her from behind she has the 
tail of a cow and a big hole in her back that looks like the hollow of a tree, 
with wood and moss and mushrooms and things. She lures men into the 
forest to keep as her slaves or something. I love the idea of someone being 



hollow inside because that makes no sense. Also I think they’re technically a 
type of troll, which is interesting because until I read about that I assumed 
trolls were always ugly, but apparently the word troll just means “magic” 
and was sometimes used to insult non-christian women, accusing them of 
being witches or monsters.  
 
I love how easy it is to learn about different cultures on the internet, no 
matter how far they are from me in space or even time.  
 
Appreciation for MacNeill’s Chaplains 
As we well know, March 11 marked the first anniversary of the declaration 
of the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. Since that day a year ago hospital 
workplaces have been turned upside-down and all who work there have 
been presented with enormous challenges – the need for constant use of 
personal protective equipment, concerns about transmitting infections back 
to their own families, caring for patients who have often been alone and 
isolated from their family supports, and coping with death from the virus. 
Our congregation is so fortunate to have several members who are hospital 
chaplains, and who are designated Associate Ministers in Chaplaincy at 
MacNeill: Bob Bond at Niagara Health, Claire Gosselin at HHS (the General), 
David Jones at HHS (Juravinski) and Feli Toledo at St Joes.   We recognize 
that the pandemic has challenged the delivery of spiritual care to patients 
and their families and to the staff, and has led to experiences of physical 
and emotional exhaustion.   We further recognize that these challenges 
remain present and unrelenting as our country and our world faces Covid 
variants and a ‘third wave’ of infections.  
So, to ‘our’ Chaplains, please be assured of your congregation’s 
appreciation of your vital work in our hospitals and of our thoughts and 
prayers for your ongoing health, energy and creativity as you continue the 
work of your difficult but inspiring vocation.  
Heather Hobbs: Co-Chair of Deacons 
 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Next week is Palm/Passion Sunday.  Instead of a sermon, the service will 
feature a meditation on the Symbols of the Cross prepared by Heather 
Hobbs. 
 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services 
As is our tradition, we share services with our sister congregations for 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  This year, Maundy Thursday will be 
hosted by Westdale United Church, and our Good Friday service will be 



hosted by St. Cuthbert’s Presbyterian.  The Maundy Thursday service on 
April 1st will be a video link to a pre-recorded service that you may access 
at a time that is convenient for you, much like our own weekly services.  
The Good Friday service will take place by Zoom at 10:30 am on April 2nd.  I 
anticipate that we’ll be able to share the links for each of these services by 
Wednesday March 31st.  
 Jennifer Nettleton, Coordinator of Worship 
 
‘Zoom’ Coffee Hours  
Virtual Coffee Hour:  feel free to join us every other Sunday 12:15- 1:15 pm 
for a time of conversation with each other.  Can’t stay for the hour? That’s 
okay, just drop by for 5-10 minutes, or whatever works for you.  We’d love 
to see you.  Please note our upcoming Virtual Coffee Hour dates:  March 
28th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral Care 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

 
Prayer Requests 
Please pray for Melissa, as she is still off work from her fall. Candace and 
David Jones 
 
Please pray for a friend and former member of MacNeill, Cathy Harrop. A 
lesion has been discovered in her eye, 4 millimetres from her optic nerve 
and she is waiting for confirmation of whether this lesion is a melanoma.  
Mary Fleming 
 
Rory O’Connor aged 19 months was recently diagnosed with a rare 
aggressive brain tumour.  Rory is the son of Michael and Pauline, of 
Brooklin, Ontario.  Rory has been admitted to the Hospital for Sick Children 
in Toronto and is beginning chemotherapy treatment.  Prayer is asked for 
Rory and his parents, and his grandparents, with whom Martina keeps in 
touch.  Martina and John Sonke 
 
Prayer is requested for Anne Blinch's mom, Rosemarie, who is in a care 
home in St. Thomas ON. Please pray for Rosemarie's comfort and for Anne 
and her sister's ability to see their mom soon. Garry and Anne Blinch. 
 
Bev More (Manitoba) appreciates our continued prayers that she would be 
able to tolerate the drugs which will be key to her ability to survive the 
cancer. Thank you.  Nancy and John Douglas 
  
Thank you for continuing to pray for Bruce as he continues his treatment 
for glioblastoma.  Nancy and John Douglas 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community.  Nancy 
continues to undergo chemotherapy treatment for cancer.  The challenges 
she faces are compounded in this time of Covid.  Please pray for her 
comfort in the uncertainty of her situation. 

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com

