
      

MacNeill Baptist Church 
News and Notes  

       

Church Moderator: Garth Greaves 

Interim Coordinator of Pastoral Care: Terry Dempsey 
Interim Coordinator of Worship: Jennifer Nettleton      

Director of Music: Leanne Tees 
                                                 Custodian: Sandy Palin 

Associate Ministers in Chaplaincy: Robert Bond, Claire Gosselin, 
David Jones, Douglas Perry, Felida Toledo 

 

 
Feb 14, 2021 

 
On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to online 

worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-recorded 
worship service will be posted online each Sunday morning and a link 

will be circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour every other week.  
 

Readings for next week: 
Genesis 9:8-17  •  Psalm 25:1-10  •  1 Peter 3:18-22  •  Mark 1:9-15 

 
Preacher next week:  Bob Bond 

  
 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


MacNeill Upcoming Meeting Dates 
All meetings will occur on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm via Zoom unless we can 
consider other arrangements.  Council meetings are April 14 2021, Sept 15 
2021, Nov 10 2021 and Jan 12 2022.  The Semi-Annual meeting is set for 
June 9 2021.  The Annual Meeting is set for Feb 9 2022. 

A Note of Thanks 
Sandy Palin would like to extend enthusiastic and heart-felt thanks to the 
MacNeill congregation for the recognition of her efforts and their 
unanimous support for her salary increase. 

Further to Nominating Committee Report- from Ruby 
In presenting the Report I was remiss in acknowledging the retirement of 
Olga Jenkins from Roll Clerk. We thank you, Olga, for the many years of 
keeping the membership of MacNeill up to date. Your commitment was 
much appreciated. Our thanks to Anna Rawlyk for assuming this position. 

Women of MacNeill 
Although we are not meeting, our offerings are needed and appreciated.  I 
will be processing any contributions for CBWOQ on February 16 and again 
on May 15.  Phone me if you have any questions.  Nancy Taylor, treasurer. 

Bread for the Body/Food for the Soul (see note at end of this document) 
Being as we can not hold our Food for the Soul sessions in person this 
winter we are planning a Zoom session on February 17th at 7:30 p.m.  The 
link will be sent closer to the date.  Bob Bond will lead the session entitled 
"Covid-19 as Teacher".  You might find following presentation by Francis 
Collins "Scientific and Spiritual Lessons in the Time of COVID" of interest. 

 https://youtu.be/-8gnjH8lRQg 

THIS Week: Ash Wednesday Service: February 17th, at 7:00 pm.   
St. Cuthbert’s will be hosting the service on Zoom, and we’ll forward the 
zoom link by email on Wednesday. 

Connecting with our youth 
The CE Committee would appreciate you volunteering to send a card/note 
to encourage a member of our youth.  Feel free to contact us, Nancy 
Douglas ndouglas11@gmail.com,  Lynn Bond lynnbobbond@gmail.com. or 
any of our members including, Jessica Purdy, Margaret Springle or Anne 
Blinch, so we can add you to our growing list.  You can choose a youth 

https://youtu.be/-8gnjH8lRQg
mailto:ndouglas11@gmail.com
mailto:lynnbobbond@gmail.com


contact or we are happy to find one for you. It is a fun project using “snail 
mail” - can be a one-off or on a weekly/monthly basis! 

Porch Dropoff 

 

 
These are some of the gift bags 
that were dropped off to our 
younger members last week by 
Jessica, Jordan and Jaxon Purdy on behalf of the CE Committee. Gift cards 
were mailed out to the older ones. We thought it was important for all of 
our youth to know they are a valued part of our congregation and COVID-19 
has separated us only temporarily. We are grateful to the “Three J’s” for 
their initiative in purchasing, packaging and delivering these colourful 
packages! 

Ray Hobbs: Memorial Service: November 6, 2021 
Our thoughts are turning towards planning for Ray’s memorial service.  We 
envisage friends and family in the MacNeill sanctuary, honouring Ray’s 
memory in spoken word, singing hymns lustily (without masks), listening to 
glorious choral and instrumental music, with a reception to follow.  This is 
why the family postponed the service until safe to do all these things. 

In the hopes that Covid restrictions will allow the above, we have settled on 
the afternoon of Saturday November 6, 2021.   November the 6thwill be 
the first anniversary of Ray’s death.   

We realize that it may turn out that the restrictions are not relaxed 
sufficiently for us to go ahead with this on November 6.  In this case, I think 
we would postpone it rather than have a service without the singing.      

Heather & family 



‘Zoom’ Coffee Hours  
Virtual Coffee Hour:  feel free to join us every other Sunday 12:15- 1:15 pm 
for a time of conversation with each other.  Can’t stay for the hour? That’s 
okay, just drop by for 5-10 minutes, or whatever works for you.  We’d love 
to see you.  Please note our upcoming Virtual Coffee Hour dates:  February 
14th, February 28th, March 14th, March 28th 

Pastoral Care 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

 
Prayer Requests 
Rory O’Connor aged 19 months was recently diagnosed with a rare 
aggressive brain tumour.  Rory is the son of Michael and Pauline, of 
Brooklin, Ontario.  Rory has been admitted to the Hospital for Sick Children 
in Toronto and is beginning chemotherapy treatment.  Prayer is asked for 
Rory and his parents, and his grandparents, with whom Martina keeps in 
touch.  Martina and John Sonke 
 
Prayer is requested for Anne Blinch's mom, Rosemarie, who is in a care 
home in St. Thomas ON. Please pray for Rosemarie's comfort and for Anne 
and her sister's ability to see their mom soon. Garry and Anne Blinch. 
 
Bev More (Manitoba) has begun cancer treatment.  She and her family 
appreciate your prayers.  Nancy and John Douglas 
 
Bruce, our friend with glioblastoma (brain tumour) is now commuting to 
Sunnybrook Hospital for treatment from Brantford. We appreciate 
continued prayers for him and his family.  Nancy and John Douglas 
 
Jean, our friend who lost her home to fire, has been able to secure a place 
for a year, while rebuilding occurs.  Thank you for your prayers.  Nancy and 
John Douglas 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community.  Nancy 
continues to undergo chemotherapy treatment for cancer.  The challenges 
she faces are compounded in this time of Covid.  Please pray for her 
comfort in the uncertainty of her situation. 

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com


COVID-19 as Teacher 
7:30 pm, Wednesday 17th February 

by Rev. Bob Bond 
  
Presented with global pandemic a year ago, medicine’s focus and amazing 
accomplishments have been about ‘cure’.  The rate of development of 
evidence-based treatments and vaccines is unparalleled! 
  
Medical anthropology reminds about a second ‘arm’ of response-to-
sickness: alongside ‘curing the disease’ is the whole matter of ‘healing the 
illness’.  Healing is within every physician’s scope of practice; it is the sole 
domain (the specialization) of Spiritual Care.  The healer exercises “another 
way of knowing”, which starts by welcoming the sickness, knowing it has 
something to teach.  It is ultimately untimely (poor stewardship!) to ask a 
sickness to leave before learning what challenge-and-insight it bears for its 
sufferers. 
  
This Wednesday’s “Bread for the Body, Food for the Soul” session considers 
COVID-19 as Teacher (or Meaning-Bearer). 
  
Registration: Please send an email to lynnbobbond@gmail.com to register 
your intention to attend.  
  
Please use or indicate an email address that you can access before the 
session begins.  You will be sent a document that you are asked either 

•to print off, or 
•to have open on a separate device part-way through the Zoom 
session. 

PLEASE do not spend time with this document until Bob introduces it in the 
session. 
  
Learning Objectives 
  
1. With COVID-19 as a current (and urgent!) test case, to gain awareness of 
and practice in the process of ‘healing illness’. 
2. Through focus on ‘your story’ and ‘other’s stories’, to recognize (and 
contribute/ include) “What is my ‘slice’ of the pandemic’s meanings?” 
3. To realize a connection to Christianity (and all world religions) as 
‘meaning-making repositories’ (always ‘there’ in aid of healing!). 
4. To experience the gathered participants’ discernment, learning, 
evolution, and determination as ‘students’ of COVID-19. 


