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Jan 10, 2021 

 
On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to 

online worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-
recorded worship service will be posted online each Sunday 

morning and a link will be circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour.  
 

Readings for next week: 
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)  •  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  •   

1 Corinthians 6:12-20  •  John 1:43-51 
 

Preacher next week:  Bob Tees 
  
 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


Don Foster 
Sadly, Don Foster passed away on December 21, 2020.  He was in his 90th 
year and lived at Shalom Village.  Don and Shirley were members at 
MacNeill for a time.  He was ordained after doing a Bachelors and a Masters 
at McMaster.  He served as a missionary in India for 11 years under the 
Canadian Baptist Overseas Mission Board. 

Council Meeting 
The first council meeting of 2021 will take place by zoom on Wednesday Jan 
20 at 7:30 pm.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday Feb 7….. stay 
tuned for updates. 

Advent & Christmas Worship Services: A Memo of Appreciation from the 
Deacons Board 
 
Here we all are in the shared experience of a global pandemic, which has 
upended our assumptions and plans and regular life as we knew it, 
including our life as a congregation.  We are so grateful that, during these 
strange times, MacNeill has continued with an unbroken offering of 
worship services every week. This has involved enormous care, 
thoughtfulness, creativity, collaboration and flexibility on the part of the 
planners of these services. We think it is important to share a description of 
the behind-the-scenes work involved to prepare our worship services. 
 
Because of the increased incidence of Covid in Ontario, it was deemed 
necessary to pause in-person services as of November 29 (the first Sunday 
in Advent).  The preparation of our Advent and Christmas season services 
took places as follows: 
- Jennifer Nettleton, Worship Coordinator, and Leanne Tees, Music 
Director, continued meeting (via ZOOM) with the preacher of the week to 
conceptualize and prepare the service ahead of time.   
- Then, each Saturday morning, a team of members came to the sanctuary 
to pre-record the service, while adhering to COVID guidelines. The process 
involved Jennifer who choreographed each session and led worship, Leanne 
at the piano with our regular and faithful trio of string players (Beverly 
Leslie, Garth Greaves & Brian Power), our scripture reader, the preacher of 
the day, a small group from the choir, and a videographer to set up and 
manage the microphones and video recording. In addition to the Saturday 
recording sessions, there were occasional Thursday evening gatherings of 
the choir and musical ensemble to pre-record vocal and instrumental 
music. 



- Following every Saturday recording session, Jennifer spent the rest of her 
Saturday editing the recording to prepare the finished product. When 
uploaded to YouTube, the link for the worship service video and bulletin are 
sent to Bev Leslie who posts to the MacNeill web-site and then emails the 
service to the congregation to notify us all that it is available. For those who 
do not have access to the internet, Jennifer prepares a printed version of 
the service, along with the weekly News & Notes, which is picked up and 
hand-delivered by Heather Hobbs each Sunday morning.  Just in time 
service! 
 
Many thanks to our Advent Planning Committee who conceptualized our 
theme “Ancient Wisdom for Pandemic Times” and arranged for the simple 
decorations in the sanctuary.  The congregation was nurtured with 
challenging and uplifting messages from Garry Blinch, Bob Bond, Jennifer 
Nettleton and Paula Papky, all coordinated within the context of the 
lectionary scriptures along with beautiful music and hymns, supportive of 
the theme, as prepared by Leanne Tees.   
 
This year especially, we felt it was very important to continue offering a 
Blue Christmas service - a sacred time set aside to acknowledge grief, 
sadness, disappointment, or loss of any kind.  This service was prepared by 
Jennifer with Monica Knott assisting her and Bob Bond preaching. The 
service included musical offerings from Leanne, and a lovely quartet sung 
by Paula Papky, Bev Leslie, Garth Greaves and Brian Power. The Blue 
Holiday service was posted to the website in time for December 21st, the 
longest night. The video of the Christmas Eve service came together 
beautifully as Jennifer managed to weave together audio of the choir 
singing 10 Christmas carols with visuals from both the past and current year 
(past photos supplied by Bruce Papky). And, as is traditional, the service 
culminated with ‘Silent Night’ with the visual of some choir members 
lighting candles in our dark sanctuary followed by a wonderful selection of 
photos (again from Bruce) of this tradition from Christmas Eves past.  
 
Our heartfelt thanks to Jennifer and Leanne who were at the centre of 
preparing and leading our Advent and Christmas services along with the 
preachers, all the musicians, vocalists, readers, the videographers, and 
photographers.  
 
And our thanks to everyone involved in helping to make our Advent and 
Christmas services so meaningful:  



Advent Planning Committee: Jennifer Nettleton, Leanne Tees, Bev Leslie, 
Paula Papky, Monica Knott 
Sanctuary Decorations: Lynn & Bob Bond, Bev Leslie, Leanne Tees, Jennifer 
Nettleton, Garth Greaves, Brian Anderson 
Preachers: Garry Blinch, Bob Bond, Jennifer Nettleton, Paula Papky 
Scripture Readers: Jennifer Nettleton, Heather Hobbs, Garth Greaves & 
Bruce Papky 
Thursday Night and/or Saturday Musical Ensemble: Heather Briskin, Garth 
Greaves, Beverly Leslie, Brian Power, Alanna Tees  
Chimes: Bob Bond, Lynn Bond, Heather Hobbs, Jennifer Nettleton  
Vocalists for Musical Reflections:  Lynn Bond, Garth Greaves, Bev Leslie, 
Paula Papky and Brian Power 
Video camera: Matthew, Brian or Erin Anderson, Monica Knott, Jennifer 
Nettleton 
Photographs: Bruce Papky, Jennifer Nettleton, Brian Anderson 
Choir Members for the Christmas Carols: Leanne Tees at the piano, Garry 
Blinch, Lynn Bond, Bob Bond, Charlotte Briskin, Heather Briskin, Garth 
Greaves, Heather Hobbs, Jennifer Nettleton, Paula Papky, Brian Power, 
Gary Purdy, Ruby Purdy, and Barb Ridley  
“Holy Family” for 2020: Karis Tees, Will Barton and their baby son, Everett 
Narrators for Christmas Eve Service: Erin & Brian Anderson 
Church Sign: Bruce Papky 
Ensuring Heat in the Sanctuary for Saturday morning recordings: Sandy 
Palin 
  

Zoom Coffee Hours in the New Year 
Many have enjoyed the opportunity to connect on-line in MacNeill’s virtual 
ZOOM coffee hours, which have taken place weekly on Sundays: 12.15 – 
1.15 PM throughout the season of Advent.   This has been a neat way of 
touching base and exchanging stories, reflecting on the worship service of 
the day, and in so doing providing and receiving mutual support, and having 
fun.   Just like the ‘in-person’ coffee hours of blessed memory!  Many 
thanks to Jennifer who set up the ZOOM link and then hosted each of 
these.   
 
We are now looking for volunteers to host future coffee hours every other 
Sunday from 12:15 to 1:15 pm. The role of the host is to welcome everyone 
and ensure that conversation flows, and that each person gets a chance to 
speak, if they wish to. It is important to clarify that the coffee hour host 



does not have to worry about setting up zoom link, as Jennifer has kindly 
agreed to continue managing this part.  
 
January 17th: we need a volunteer 
January 31st: would you consider this one?   
 
Please let one of the Deacons know if you would like to try your hand at 
being a coffee hour ZOOM host. 

Heather Hobbs (on behalf of the Deacons Board) 
 

Pastoral Care 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

 
Prayer Requests 
Prayer is requested for Anne Blinch's mom, Rosemarie, who is in a care 
home in St. Thomas ON. When Anne saw her virtually the other day she 
looked very poorly and the news about her health suggests she is failing; 
she is unable to hold food down, only water. Please pray for Rosemarie's 
comfort and for Anne and her sister's ability to see their mom soon. With 
thanks from Garry and Anne Blinch. 
 
We ask for prayer for Beverly More, of Brandon, Manitoba. She is Sara 
Douglas’ mother-in-law and was recently diagnosed with a form of 
metastatic breast cancer. Christopher and Sara (Douglas) wanted to pass on 
how appreciative his mom and the rest of the family have been for our 
MacNeill prayers.  Her recent results show quite extensive spread of the 
cancer (to her bones). Bev will be able to have all her future treatment in 
Brandon, where she lives. 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community.  Nancy 
continues to undergo chemotherapy treatment for cancer.  The challenges 
she faces are compounded in this time of Covid.  Please pray for her 
comfort in the uncertainty of her situation. 

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com

