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Dec 20, 2020 

 
On Nov 18 at the Council Meeting, it was decided to return to 

online worship on Nov 29 for the first Sunday in Advent.  A pre-
recorded worship service will be posted online each Sunday 

morning and a link will be circulated for a Zoom Coffee Hour.  
 

Readings for next week: 
 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  •  Psalm 148  •  Galatians 4:4-7  •  Luke 2:22-40 
 

Worship service next week provided by Westdale United 
  
 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


A Memo from Deacons Board 
Deacons met on Wednesday December 9th, and we agreed that our 
worship services at MacNeill will continue to be offered on-line for the 
foreseeable future. For those who do not have internet access, printed 
copies of the worship service will be made available.  Continuing online 
means that our Christmas services will be pre-recorded. Here is a little 
information about each of our Christmas services and when to expect them: 

Blue Holiday Service: It is recognized that for some people the season of 
Christmas carries with it sadness, regret and difficult emotions and 
memories. A special Blue Holiday video service is being prepared by 
Jennifer, featuring a message from Bob Bond, and a few musical selections 
provided by Leanne which will also include some members of our choir. We 
plan to release this service on December 21st.  An email will notify you 
when it is posted and available on our website.  

Christmas Eve: Special for this year, our Christmas Eve online service will 
feature readings, lots of carols recorded at MacNeill for you to sing along 
with at home, and some beautiful visuals that Bruce Papky shared from his 
photo archive of previous Christmas Eve services. Be prepared for some 
nostalgia!  It will be posted for Christmas Eve, with an email alerting you 
when it is ready. There is no set time to participate in our online Christmas 
Eve service, and you are welcome to do it at a time of your choosing.  But 
we do invite you to call to mind and imagine the congregation sharing the 
service along with you, as we have so often done in the past. You may even 
want to have some candles available to light for the singing of “Silent 
Night”, to recall how we gather around the sanctuary and sing this carol in 
the gentle glow of the candlelight.   

Sunday December 27th:  On the Sunday between Christmas and New 
Year’s we usually share services with Westdale United and St. Cuthbert’s 
Presbyterian. We will do so again this year; the service will be provided 
online by Westdale United Church.  Again, we will send a congregational 
email with the link to the service when it is available for sharing.  

Zoom Coffee Hours in the New Year 
Many have enjoyed the opportunity to connect on-line in MacNeill’s virtual 
ZOOM coffee hours, which have taken place weekly on Sundays: 12.15 – 
1.15 PM throughout the season of Advent.   This has been a neat way of 
touching base and exchanging stories, reflecting on the worship service of 
the day, and in so doing providing and receiving mutual support, and having 
fun.   Just like the ‘in-person’ coffee hours of blessed memory!  Many 



thanks to Jennifer who set up the ZOOM link and then hosted each of 
these.   
 
Since our worship will continue to be online for the foreseeable future, we 
would like to continue to offer our virtual coffee hour at 12:15-1:15. 
However, at a recent Deacon’s meeting, we agreed to the suggestion that 
Zoom coffee hours be convened every two weeks, (every other Sunday), 
starting with January 3rd.   
 
We are now looking for volunteers to host future coffee hours. The role of 
the host is to welcome everyone and ensure that conversation flows, and 
that each person gets a chance to speak, if they wish to. It is important to 
clarify that the coffee hour host does not have to worry about setting up 
zoom link, as Jennifer has kindly agreed to continue managing this part. 
(Thanks again Jennifer!)   
 
January 3rd:  Bob Bond has volunteered to be our host   
January 17th: we need a volunteer 
January 31st: would you consider this one?   
 
Please let one of the Deacons know if you would like to try your hand at 
being a coffee hour ZOOM host. 
Heather Hobbs (on behalf of the Deacons Board) 
 
Retired Minister's Fund  
Each year our congregation donates a significant amount to the CBOQ 
Retired Minister' Fund.  The payment is made from the Benevolent Fund 
maintained by the Deacons.  The Benevolent Fund is sustained through the 
communion offerings each month and is used for a variety of needs inside 
and outside the congregation. 

The first of the month is our usual opportunity to contribute to the 
Benevolent fund.  You can now do this through the “Donate Now” button 
on the website, or through use of the blue envelopes.  Thank you for your 
continued generosity.  

Advent Giving 
Each year at Christmas MacNeill raises funds, food, and gifts for local 
agencies to help their clients enjoy the season a bit more. We take pride in 
contributing in this way. Christmas 2020 has presented a challenge 
however. We cannot collect items to give since we are not meeting in 



person. Thus we’ll have to resort to financial contributions. It won’t feel the 
same to us as filling an advent bag like last year, or buying clothes or toys to 
fill the basket under the tree, but it will help people in need, and that’s the 
real intention. Hamilton Food Share is the organization that co-ordinates 
deliveries to area food banks. A dollar donation becomes five dollars worth 
of food. Your $20 becomes $100.  That’s a significant improvement over 
what we can raise ourselves. 

So, this year Outreach and Service is recommending you donate directly to 
Hamilton Food Share this Advent.  They have a DONATE button on their 
website for those of you who like to donate that way. For those of you who 
prefer to send a cheque, their address is:  
Hamilton Food Share, 339 Barton St., Hamilton, ON, L8E2L2  
You can also donate by phone: 905-664-9065.  Let’s join together to help 
others have a better Christmas!! 

Pastoral Care 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact Terry Dempsey, at  
(905) 512- 9897 or dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, David 
Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

 
Prayer Requests 
We ask for prayer for Beverly More, of Brandon, Manitoba. She is Sara 
Douglas’ mother-in-law and was recently diagnosed with a form of 
metastatic breast cancer. Christopher and Sara (Douglas) wanted to pass on 
how appreciative his mom and the rest of the family have been for our 
MacNeill prayers.  Her recent results show quite extensive spread of the 
cancer (to her bones). Bev will be able to have all her future treatment in 
Brandon, where she lives. 
 
Ongoing prayer is requested for Nancy, a friend in the community.  Nancy 
continues to undergo chemotherapy treatment for cancer.  The challenges 
she faces are compounded in this time of Covid.  Please pray for her 
comfort in the uncertainty of her situation. 

mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com

