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Oct 25, 2020 

 
After a pause due to the Corona Virus crisis, our regular worship 

together began again Oct 4 2020.  We will continue provide a 
weekly worship service on our website for as long as necessary to 

fill the needs of our congregation. 
 

Readings for next week: 
 

Revelation 7:9-17,    Psalm 34:1-10, 22,    1 John 3:1-3 
 

Matthew 5:1-12 
  
 Prayer Book:  Those with concerns which should be raised in prayer 
during your own personal prayer time.  Prayers are encouraged for 
your own needs, those close to you, and the world. Specific requests 
for the congregation should be forwarded to our Pastoral Care team.                              
     
During this unprecedented time of crisis please continue to support          
our congregation financially. Donations can be mailed to the church 
or done through our website. 

www.macneillbaptist.ca 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

http://www.macneillbaptist.ca/


Remembering Glenys and Celebrating Her Legacy 
October 17, 2020 was a gloriously sunny day.  A good number of 
Glenys’s friends, former colleagues and neighbours gathered with 
family and church members on the lawn of MacNeill that afternoon.  
We were there to remember and celebrate Glenys’s life and legacy.   
At the start, Terry Dempsey and David Jones conducted a simple and 
meaningful service.  David offered a beautifully fitting homily and 
Terry the prayers and the service of committal.  Andy Straisfeld, one 
of Glenys’ sons-in-law, spoke the eulogy on behalf of the family.  
Becky Magill-Kuchocki played two viola solos.  Both pieces of music 
were meaningful to Glenys’ memory: the Welsh hymn tune, ‘Ar Hyd Y 
Nos’ and ‘Going Home’ the folk melody captured by Dvorak in his 
ninth symphony.    

Following the service, we all had the opportunity to greet the family 
and each other.  Everyone was invited to get involved in a take-home 
craft prepared by the family (a daffodil ‘God’s eye’), noting that 
Glenys was a person whose hands were never still!  Small groups at a 
time were invited into the narthex to view a picture presentation of 
Glenys through the ‘ages’.  

Together we planted some 600 daffodil bulbs in two separate garden 
beds. (daffodils being Glenys’s favourite flower and the national 
flower of Wales, her maternal heritage.)   Under the expert direction 
of chief gardener, Craig Kuchocki, Glenys’s son-in-law, young and old 
got down in the dirt and planted the bulbs.   Craig had also prepared 
the garden beds ahead of time with rototilling and the addition of 
new soil.  A boulder placed in the centre of the larger garden bears 
the following inscription on the plaque: Glenys’s Garden: Celebrating 
the Joy of Music & Fellowship Found Here: Planted October 17, 
2020 

There were many unable to be present, some because of distance 
but often because of the pandemic.  For these folks, it was arranged 
for bulbs to be planted by proxy.  Accordingly, the family prepared 
around 30 little bags, named for the proxy donors, complete with 
special messages on dissolvable paper with dissolvable ink.   The 



messages were planted with the proxy bulbs by the Magill 
grandchildren and others present. 

The proceedings were photographed and video-recorded by Bruce 
and Eric Papky and Eric’s business partner, Mike Brown.  This will be 
especially important for those who were not able to be there.   The 
material is currently in post-production to be made available to all 
when ready. 

Attendees left with some wonderful keepsakes: the printed 
‘program’, the God’s eye craft, a daffodil lapel pin and a pottery 
medallion.  The medallions were prepared & created by Josephine, 
Nathaniel, Charlotte & Benjamin, Glenys and Robin’s four beloved 
grandchildren, under the supervision of Don Zver - Troy, Ontario’s 
master potter.  The daffodil image was designed by Nathaniel.   

We remember that Glenys delighted in informal inter-generational 
activities, with a festive atmosphere and activities for all, and we feel 
that this event was a fitting tribute to her.  

Heartfelt thanks to Robin, Sarah, Becky, Megan and their families for 
allowing us to share in this collaborative venture with the shared goal 
of celebrating Glenys’s life.    

Special thanks also to all volunteers who helped the afternoon go 
smoothly: Sonia Rogers, Lynn Bond, Bob Bond, Gini Cale, Mary 
Fleming, Monica Knott, Garth Greaves, Nan Martindale, Gary Purdy, 
Jessica Purdy, Jaxon Purdy & Bruce Papky. 
        The Planning Committee: Heather, Ruby P, Robin, & Beverly W 

A Message from the Magill Family 
Thank you to everyone in the MacNeill family for helping to make the 
daffodil planting and memorial service for Glenys/Mum/Nana so 
memorable. Your stories, smiles, tears, and laughter were an 
important part of a beautiful celebration. We appreciate every bulb 
planted, every (masked) face-to-face smile, every virtual hug, and 
every kind message sent. We look forward to enjoying a beautiful 
garden with you come spring.  
          The Magill Family 



Women of MacNeill 
The “Women of MacNeill” group have not met since March 2020 and 
it was decided that we would suspend the balance of the meetings 
until 2021.  A return date will be decided later and the 2020 
programs will be rescheduled.  However, as you know, the first 
Monday in November is officially Baptist Women’s World Day of 
Prayer, which the group was scheduled to focus on at our November 
14th meeting.  It would be nice to connect with this year’s program.  If 
you have the technology, the website is www.bwawd.org/day-of-
prayer-this-year.  If not (or if you prefer), I have hard copies which I 
can provide to you…. Just let me know.    Jean Pritchard (905) 528-
4815) 
 
New Baby for the Al-Atmehs!   
The rose in the sanctuary today is placed to welcome a baby boy into 
the Al-Atmeh family.   Noor Al-Atmeh was born on Thanksgiving 
Monday!  Happy parents are Ahmad and Randa.  Noor is a new 
brother for Saleh, Ibrahim and Sham.   
Many congratulations to the Al-atmeh family and welcome to the 
world, Noor! 
 
Memo to everyone from the Deacons Board. 
In consultation with Jennifer Nettleton and Leanne Tees, the Deacons 
Board conducted a quick check-up on how things have been going 
with the resumption of in-person services and the continuation of the 
on-line services at MacNeill.    

We agreed to keep going with both modalities for the foreseeable 
future, as long as the province permits the continued use of the 
building.  For those of us who have been able to get to church, it has 
been a good worship experience with creative music-making and 
rotating involvement of members.   The protocols that have been 
developed have made for a feeling of safety in that the three primary 
public health guidelines are followed: 

1. Hand sanitization 
2. Physical distancing 
3. Mask wearing 

http://www.bwawd.org/day-of-prayer-this-year
http://www.bwawd.org/day-of-prayer-this-year


It has actually felt quite worshipful to hum behind our masks while 
reading the text of the hymns!   
It is certainly recognised that it will be a long time before everyone 
feels safe enough to meet in person.  Therefore, we will continue to 
offer the on-line worship services.  Because each on-line service is 
being filmed at the ‘in-building’ service, it will obviously not be ready 
for the 11AM time on Sunday.  There are a number of steps after the 
filming which require time and effort, before it can be posted on the 
web-site. We can commit to getting the Sunday service to you on-line 
by Monday at NOON. 

Many congratulations are due to Jennifer Nettleton and Brian 
Anderson, who have continuously worked at figuring out how to 
capture sight and sound to produce a viable ‘on-line’ product.   This is 
still a work in progress, and we welcome your feedback and response 
and creative ideas!  

 
Please forward any News and Notes announcements to Beverly 
Leslie at bleslie.strata@gmail.com. Please contact Gini Cale at 905 
527 3179 for facility bookings and room rentals. 

 

Pastoral Care 

Especially during this difficult time please reach out to care for each 
other!  Please pick up the phone, call and cheer someone up! 
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact our Coordinator of 
Pastoral Care, Terry Dempsey at 905 512 9897 or 
dempseydt@rogers.com   
Pastoral Care Team: Claire Gosselin, Heather Hobbs, Olga Jenkins, 
David Jones, Bruce Papky, Feli Toledo and Beverly Woods.   

 
Prayer Requests 
Prayers have been requested for Nancy, a friend in the community.  
Nancy has just been diagnosed with cancer and has started a course 
of chemotherapy. Facing this challenge is made even more difficult in 
this time of Covid. 

mailto:bleslie.strata@gmail.com
mailto:dempseydt@rogers.com

